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HPARD Aw arded $ 2 2 0 ,0 0 0   
TPW D Urban Outdoor Recreat ion Grant  

Shady Lane Park To Be Renovated W ith Funding 
Park to Be Featured During Nat ional Recreat ion and Park Associat ion 

Congress and Exposit ion I n October 2 0 1 3  

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  has been awarded a $220,000 Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Departm ent  (TPWD) Outdoor Recreat ion Grant  for the redevelopm ent  of Shady 
Lane Park, 10100 Shady Lane, 77093.  The TPWD Com m ission approved the grant  during 
their regular ly scheduled m eet ing on January 24, 2013.  The funding will be m atched with 
$220,000 in Capital I m provem ent  Project  dollars to create a $440,000 funding source for 
the redevelopm ent .  Shady Lane Park will be showcased in October 2013 during the 
Nat ional Recreat ion and Park Associat ion Congress and Exposit ion as a Parks Build 
Com m unity (PBC)  project . 

"We believe parks are the heart  of every neighborhood and of our quality of life,”  said Joe 
Turner, Director, Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent . "We thank the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Departm ent  for this grant . We invite you to com e to visit  Shady Lane in 
October.  You'll be able to see a beaut iful park thanks to this grant , NRPA's Parks Build 
Com m unity project , Harr is County Flood Cont rol Dist r ict , City of Houston Public Works and 
Engineering Departm ent , and Harr is County Precinct  2 Com m issioner Jack Mormon."  

The Nat ional Recreat ion and Park Associat ion Parks Build Com m unity project  is a nat ional 
init iat ive demonst rat ing the t ransformat ive value of parks and recreat ion on the health and 
vitalit y of com m unit ies across America. PBC's project  vision involves select ing an urban 
park in need of revitalizat ion, specifically in an underserved area, and t ransform ing the 
property into a thr iving gathering place for youth and adults. Addit ional partners are 
current ly being sought  to be involved in this ongoing project . 

The redevelopm ent  of Shady Lane Park, which adjoins the south side of the Bretshire 
Stormwater Detent ion Basin, will coincide with this ongoing partnership project  between 
Harr is County Flood Cont rol Dist r ict  and the City of Houston. The Bretshire Storm water 
Detent ion Basin project  involves the const ruct ion of a 68-acre storm water detent ion basin 
adjacent  to Halls Bayou.  When com pleted, the basin will hold approxim ately 167 m illion 
gallons of stormwater and will work to reduce flooding r isks for those who live along the 
bayou’s bank while improving the quality of urban stormwater runoff before it  is released 
into Halls Bayou. 

The project  will also increase greenspace and natural habitats in the area by providing 
connect ivity to three parks along its course -  Harr is County Precinct  2's Mary Withers Park 
(6 acres) , HPARD's Shady Lane Park (12.4 acres)  and Harr is County Precinct  2's Bretshire 
Park (6.5 acres) . Together these greenspace areas will provide the area with 93 acres of 
parkland and natural areas that  can support  a variety of outdoor recreat ional 
opportunit ies.  
 
 



The Texas Parks and Wildlife Departm ent  Urban Outdoor Grant  and Capital I m provem ent  
Project  funding will be used to provide a new playground and playground site, a play hill 
area and seat ing plaza, access to the area via a connect ion to the exist ing t rail,  new nat ive 
plant  landscaping and t rees to provide shade and improve the environment , and the 
demolit ion and site preparat ion of the old and obsolete playground for future parking 
expansion. 

About  the Nat ional Recreat ion and Park Associat ion 
The Nat ional Recreat ion and Park Associat ion is a nat ional not ‐for‐profit  organizat ion 
dedicated to advancing park, recreat ion and conservat ion efforts that  enhance quality of 
life for all people. Through its network of 30,000 recreat ion and park professionals and 
cit izens, NRPA encourages the prom ot ion of healthy lifestyles, recreat ion init iat ives, and 
conservat ion of natural and cultural resources. For m ore inform at ion, visit  www.NRPA.org.   
For digital access to NRPA’s flagship publicat ion, Parks & Recreat ion, visit  
www.parksandrecreat ion.org. 

About  the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and m anages over 37,832 
acres of parkland and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and im plem ents recreat ional 
program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies. For m ore inform at ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion 
Departm ent , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  www.houstonparks.org. 
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