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$ 6 .6  Million in Transportat ion Enhancem ent  Program  Grants  
Provide Funding for  Pedestr ian/ Bicycle Trail Projects 

The Four Funded Projects W ill I ncrease Connect ivity Across Houston Area 
 

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  has received four Transportat ion 
Enhancem ent  Program  grants totaling $6,594,406 to go toward the com plet ion of four 
m ajor hike and bike t rail projects. The projects underscore the City’s cont inuing 
com m itm ent  to providing t rail connect ivity to neighborhoods across the area. 

“These four grants will help us provide Houstonians with connect ions to exist ing off- road 
t rails that  will have long last ing posit ive impact  on current  and future generat ions,”  said 
Mayor Annise Parker. “This helps toward our goal of st r inging our green spaces together to 
provide expanded recreat ion opt ions and im proved quality of life for our residents.”  

Three of the four funded projects will connect  exist ing t rails, parks, bus and METRO rail 
stops, and neighborhoods along Brays Bayou.  The fourth will t ie into an ongoing flood 
cont rol project  on Hunt ing Bayou. 

“We are working with our exist ing partners to m ake t rail connect ions that  m ake a difference 
in people’s daily lives,”  said Joe Turner, Director, Houston Parks and Recreat ion 
Departm ent . “That  partnership at  work between city, county, and other ent it ies involved in 
t ransportat ion will great ly increase the abilit y for people to get  around and enjoy life in 
Houston – without  always relying on cars.”   

The four HPARD projects all qualif ied for TxDOT Transportat ion Enhancement  Program 
grants under Category 1:  Provision of Facilit ies for Pedest r ians and Bicycles. The projects 
include:  

1. Mason Park Pedest r ian Bike Bridge (TE Funding:  $3,544,579)  
The const ruct ion of a pedest r ian/ bicycle br idge over Brays Bayou, along with 200 
feet  of new t rail on each bank,  will link exist ing paths with neighborhoods, business 
dist r icts, and com m unity service inst itut ions.  

2. University Connect ion (TE Funding:  $1,844,655)  
This project  will provide a safe pedest r ian/ bicycle crossing for Brays Bayou near two 
new light  rail t ransit  centers, two universit ies, and many neighborhoods in the 
MacGregor Park area. I t  will connect  paths along Brays Bayou and Mart in Luther King 
Boulevard. 

  



    
3. Hunt ing Bayou Gaps (TE Funding:  $607,430)  

This project  will connect  1.5 m iles of t rails along Hunt ing Bayou with one m ile of new 
const ruct ion. I t  will use work underway as a Harr is County Flood Cont rol project  to 
connect  Mickey Leland and Hutcheson Parks. 

4. Herm ann Park/ Brays Bayou Connectors (TE Funding:  $597,742)  
These t rails are part  of a comprehensive plan to connect  35 m iles of exist ing t rails 
st retching from the Houston Ship Channel to West  Houston. I t  will complete heavily 
used t rails in Hermann Park and increase pedest r ian connect ion to several 
universit ies and the Texas Medical Center. 

The est imated total overall project  cost  is $12.6 m illion:  $6.6 m illion in Federal funds and a 
combinat ion of public and private funds of $6 m illion for the local match.  The Houston 
Parks Board (HPB)  is providing the local match totaling $4,087,978 for const ruct ion of 3 
projects—Mason Park Bike/ Pedest r ian Bridge, University Connect ions, and Hunt ing Bayou 
Gaps. The match will be funded with City of Houston Bond funds appropriated through the 
BG2020 I nter local Agreement .  The HPB is using private funding est im ated at  $1,650,303 to 
pay for the design of the 3 projects. The Hermann Park Conservancy is providing the local 
match for const ruct ion and design totaling $179,916 for the Herm ann Park/ Brays Bayou 
Trail Connectors.  
 
TxDOT administers the federally funded Transportat ion Enhancem ent  Program  (TE) , which 
provides opportunit ies for non- t radit ional t ransportat ion related act ivit ies. Projects should 
go above and beyond standard t ransportat ion act ivit ies and be integrated into the 
surrounding environm ent  in a sensit ive and creat ive m anner that  cont r ibutes to the 
livelihood of the communit ies, promotes the quality of our environm ent , and enhances the 
aesthet ics of our roadways. Projects undertaken with enhancem ent  funds are eligible for 
reim bursem ent  of up to 80 percent  of allowable const ruct ion costs. 
  
Project  nominat ions are subm it ted to the TxDOT Houston Dist r ict  Office. Eligible nom inators 
are lim ited to state agencies or polit ical subdivisions eligible to receive and manage federal 
t ransportat ion funds. The Houston-Galveston Area Council Met ropolitan Planning 
Organizat ion reviews all nom inated projects in their area which passed TxDOT and Federal 
Highway Adm inist rat ion’s init ial review of eligibilit y for evaluat ion and select ion within their 
allocated funding. The H-GAC Board approved the H-GAC’s Transportat ion Advisory Council 
project  select ions in their May meet ing. The Texas Transportat ion Com m ission (TTC)  has 
the final approval. H.P.A.R.D.’s projects were approved by the TTC in their July meet ing. 
 
About  the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and manages over 37,832 acres of parkland 
and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and implements recreat ional program m ing for cit izens of all 
abilit ies. For m ore informat ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  
www.houstonparks.org. 
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