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Houston Selected to Part icipate in Nat ional I nit iat ive  
to Com bat  Childhood Hunger 

 
  
The Nat ional League of Cit ies (N.L.C.)  has selected Houston as one of fifteen comm unit ies 
that  will receive technical assistance and grant  funding as part  of a nat ional init iat ive to 
reduce childhood hunger. 
 
Through the Cit ies Com bat ing Child Hunger through Afterschool and Sum m er Meal 
Program s (C.H.A.M.P.S.)  init iat ive, the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  
(H.P.A.R.D.)  will receive a $40,000 grant  and pract ical guidance as it  takes steps to increase 
children’s part icipat ion in these federally funded program s. As part  of a m ult i-year effort  to 
reduce childhood hunger supported by the Walm art  Foundat ion, N.L.C.’s I nst itute for Youth, 
Educat ion and Fam ilies is coordinat ing the C.H.A.M.P.S. init iat ive, in partnership with the 
Food Research and Act ion Center (F.R.A.C.) .  

“By increasing program awareness am ong low- incom e fam ilies and signing up m ore sites to 
adm inister free m eals and snacks, we aim  to reach the 84%  of eligible Houston area 
children not  current ly get t ing the nut r it ional assistance they need during the summ er and 
after school hours,”  said Joe Turner, Director, Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent . 
“ I ncreasing the availabilit y of sum mer and after school m eals is essent ial to keeping 
children fed in Houston.”   

N.L.C. and F.R.A.C. will provide cit ies with custom ized assistance, access to best  pract ices 
and nat ional experts, and opportunit ies for peer learning as they develop new meal 
program s, increase children’s part icipat ion, and help cit ies establish a coordinated system  of 
year- round efforts to feed children from low- income fam ilies. Em phasis will be placed on 
cross-system  collaborat ion am ong city agencies, school dist r icts, and local ant i-hunger 
groups. 

The vision of the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department  is to reduce child hunger in the 
city by increasing part icipat ion in federally sponsored nut r it ion program s to create year-
round feeding opportunit ies for children. H.P.A.R.D.’s 2013-2014 goal is to serve m ore than 



25,000 part icipants in the current  Summer Food Service Program  and m ore than 4,000 in 
the city’s current  After School Meal Program. 

Other cit ies selected to receive assistance through the C.H.A.M.P.S. init iat ive include:  
Balt imore, MD;  Columbus, OH;  Gary, I N;  Hagerstown, MD;  Kansas City, KS;  Louisville, KY;  
Missoula, MT;  Providence, RI ;  Rochester, NY;  Seat t le, WA;  Tacoma, WA;  Tallahassee, FL;  
Trotwood, OH;  and Waco, TX.      

About  the Nat ional League of Cit ies 
The Nat ional League of Cit ies (N.L.C.)  is dedicated to helping city leaders build bet ter comm unit ies. N.L.C. is a 
resource and advocate for 19,000 cit ies, towns, and villages, represent ing more than 218 m illion Americans. 

About  the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and manages over 37,832 acres of parkland 
and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and implements recreat ional program m ing for cit izens of all 
abilit ies. For m ore informat ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  
www.houstonparks.org. 
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