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Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  Stops I llegal 
Plant  Rem oval at  W oodland Park  

Friends of W oodland Park  Alert  City to Problem   
 

On Monday, June 10, 2013, the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  was 

not ified by the Friends of Woodland Park of the rem oval of vegetat ion from  Woodland Park 

property. The party responsible has agreed to stop work on the grounds of the park, and has 

agreed to comply with H.P.A.R.D. requirements. H.P.A.R.D. will work with the responsible party to 

m it igate the dam age to city property. 

 

Dist r ict  H Council Mem ber Ed Gonzalez has been com m unicat ing with the im pacted com m unity and 

is support ive of the efforts being coordinated by H.P.A.R.D. and the City. 

 

Assessm ent  of the damage to park property is underway. Prelim inary findings are that  vegetat ion 

has been dam aged or rem oved from  approxim ately ¾  of an acre, including som e healthy t rees, 

and replant ing and reforestat ion will be necessary. Erosion cont rol and possible regrading of the 

site may be required. H.P.A.R.D. will coordinate with the Houston Public Works and Engineering 

Departm ent  and the Harr is County Flood Cont rol Dist r ict  to correct  whatever problem s have been 

caused by these act ions. I n addit ion, a debris pile result ing from  the illegal removal of park plants 

and t rees will require rem oval.        

 

Rem oval of plants from  city parks is forbidden by H.P.A.R.D. rules and regulat ions, as described in 

the City of Houston Code of Ordinances, Chapter 32. Dest ruct ion of public property is prohibited by 

Tit le 19, Chapter 191 of the Governm ent  Code of Texas. 

 

Woodland Park, located at  212 Parkview, 77009, consists of 19.67 acres near White Oak Bayou and 

the Woodland Heights neighborhood. I t  has been a city park since 1914.              

 
 

About  the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and m anages over 37,832 
acres of parkland and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and im plem ents 
recreat ional program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies. For m ore inform at ion on the Houston Parks 
and Recreat ion Departm ent, call (832)  395-7016 or visit  www.houstonparks.org.  
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