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Joe Turner Elected to the  

Am erican Academ y for Park and Recreat ion Adm inist rat ion  

Joe Turner,  Director of t he Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , was elected to the Am erican 

Academ y for Park and Recreat ion Adm inist rat ion. Mr. Turner was inducted at  the Academ y’s Annual 

Meet ing during the Nat ional Recreat ion and Park Associat ion Congress in Charlot te, North Carolina. 

The Academ y is a group of dist inguished pract it ioners and educators who are leaders in the field of 

park and recreat ion. They m ust  have served in a high level of adm inist rat ion in a park and 

recreat ion agency or as a recognized educator in parks and recreat ion adm inist rat ion. They also 

m ust  have dem onst rated outstanding abilit y in adm inist rat ion, m anagem ent  or educat ion in the 

profession;  displayed broad interest  with a direct  service benefit  to the advancem ent  of public 

parks and recreat ion or assum ed leadership with a keen desire to cont r ibute to the advancem ent  of 

the field. The Academ y is lim ited to 125 act ive m em bers. 

Established in 1980, the Academ y was form ed to advance knowledge related to the adm inist rat ion 

of recreat ion and parks;  encourage scholarly efforts by both pract it ioners and educators to enhance 

the pract ice of park and recreat ion adm inist rat ion;  prom ote broader public understanding of the 

im portance of parks and recreat ion to the public good;  and conduct  research, publish scholarly 

papers and/ or sponsor sem inars related to the advancem ent  of park and recreat ion adm inist rat ion. 

“The Class of 2014 is a great  m ix,”  said 2014 President  John McGovern, also President  of 

Recreat ion Accessibilit y Consultants, LLC. “We have urban to sm all suburban, m en and wom en, 

varied ages -  all with superior career experience and a dedicat ion to im proving the qualit y of life 

through the provision of high qualit y parks and recreat ion opportunit ies.”  

“ I  am  very honored to have been elected to the Academ y,”  said Joe Turner,  Director, Houston 

Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent . “ I  look forward to working with the other m em bers of the 

Academ y to m ake a difference in parks here in Houston and across the count ry.”   

 



For more informat ion on the American Academy for Park and Recreat ion Adm inist rat ion, visit  www.aapra.org. 

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and manages over 37,851 acres of parkland and 
greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and implements recreat ional programming for cit izens of all abilit ies. For 
more informat ion on Joe Turner and  the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department , call (832)  395-7022 or v isit  
www.houstonparks.org. 
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