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H.P.A.R.D.Aw arded the Take Me Fishing™ Grant  
by the Nat iona l Recreat ion &  Park  Associa t ion  

 

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)has been awarded a $4,500 grant  by the 
Nat ional Recreat ion and Park Associat ion’s (N.R.P.A.’s)  Take Me Fishing™program , m ade possible through 
a grant  from  the Recreat ional Boat ing and Fishing Foundat ion (R.B.F.F.) . The departm ent  is one of 19 
agencies to receive this grant  in 2013.  

The N.R.P.A. -  Take Me Fishing grant  int roduces young people to nature and provides opportunit ies to 
learn boat ing safety, fishing pract ices and water stewardship. Youth can take part  in hands-on t raining 
and classroom  educat ion through the four-week Parks Adventure Angler Program ’s Passport  to Fishing and 
Boat ing curr iculum . With its environm ental educat ion, boat ing and fishing partnerships, H.P.A.R.D. offers 
outdoor experiences for 4,500 children enrolled in the After School and Sum m er Enrichm ent  Program s.The 
grant  funds will be used from  Decem ber 1, 2013, through June 30, 2014. 

“We are grateful to the N.R.P.A. and the R.B.F.F. for this grant ,”  said Joe Turner, Director, Houston Parks 
and Recreat ion Departm ent . “Many urban children don’t  get  the chance to enjoy the Great  Outdoors and 
learn skills like fishing. The benefits they will take away from  this experience will last  them  a 
lifet im e.Children in H.P.A.R.D. recreat ion program s have benefited from  a partnership between the 
departm ent  and N.R.P.A. for seven years.”  

H.P.A.R.D. and the N.R.P.A. act ively prom ote outdoor recreat ion as im portant  to childhood health. The 
Take Me Fishing init iat ive will reconnect  them  with nature through recreat ional boat ing and fishing.   

“Com m unity park and recreat ion agencies nat ionwide are ensuring kids today get  act ive and connect  with 
nature in m eaningful ways,”  says Barbara Tulipane, president  and C.E.O. of N.R.P.A.  “One of the ways 
they do this is through the Take Me Fishing program , which for the last  seven years has reached m ore 
than 900,000 children and fam ilies with opportunit ies to connect  with nature through recreat ional boat ing 
and fishing act ivit ies.”   

Since 2007, 3.3 m illion youth have been int roduced to boat ing and fishing through R.B.F.F.’s educat ion 
program s. 

"N.R.P.A. has been an im portant  part  of our youth part icipat ion efforts for years, and we’re pleased to 
cont inue working with them  this year to offer boat ing and fishing program s at  parks and recreat ion 
facilit ies across the nat ion,"  said R.B.F.F. President  and C.E.O. Frank Peterson. “Early int roduct ion is key 
to cont inued part icipat ion in boat ing and fishing. I t  also teaches kids to respect  and protect  their  aquat ic 
natural resources.”  

The Nat ional Recreat ion and Park Associat ion ( N .R.P.A.)  is a nat ional not - for-profit  organizat ion 
dedicated to advancing park, recreat ion and conservat ion efforts that  enhance quality of life for all people. 
Through its network of 40,000 recreat ion and park professionals and cit izens, N.R.P.A. encourages the 
prom ot ion of healthy and act ive lifestyles, conservat ion init iat ives and equitable access to parks and public 
space. For m ore inform at ion, visit  www.NRPA.org.  For digital access to N.R.P.A.’s flagship publicat ion, 
Parks & Recreat ion, visit  www.parksandrecreat ion.org.  



 
The Recreat ional Boat ing &  Fishing Foundat ion ( R.B.F.F.)  is a nonprofit  organizat ion, celebrat ing 15 
years in 2013, whose m ission is to increase part icipat ion in recreat ional angling and boat ing, thereby 
protect ing and restoring the nat ion’s aquat ic natural resources. R.B.F.F. developed the award-winning 
Take Me Fishing™ cam paign to create awareness around boat ing, fishing and conservat ion, and educate 
people about  the benefits of part icipat ion. Take Me Fishing helps boaters and anglers of all ages and 
experience levels learn, plan and equip for a day on the water. The cam paign website, TakeMeFishing.org, 
features t ips and how- to’s that  can be used all over the count ry, tools to com pare different  styles of boats, 
inform at ion on how to get  a fishing license and boat  regist rat ion, and an interact ive state-by-state map 
that  allows visitors to find local boat ing and fishing spots. 

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  ( H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and m anages over 37,832 
acres of parkland and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and im plem ents recreat ional 
program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies. For m ore inform at ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion 
Departm ent , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  www.houstonparks.org.  
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