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$ 1  Million Texas Parks and W ildlife  Departm ent  Grant  
Signals I m provem ents Com ing to Squat ty Lyons Park 

 
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  was awarded a $1 m illion Local Parks Urban 
Outdoor Grant  by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Departm ent  during their August  20 thCom m ission 
m eet ing. The $1 m illion grant  will be com bined with $1 m illion in City funds to create and 
enhance outdoor recreat ional opportunit ies forNorthside/ Northline area residents.  
 
“The renovat ion of Squat ty Lyons Park will give Northside residents access to im proved outdoor 
recreat ional act ivit ies, connect  exist ing pathways, and refurbish the exist ing sports fields,”  said 
Houston Mayor Annise Parker.  “The residents of this area have expressed their wishes to have 
these im provem ents, and the City of Houston is proud to provide them .”  
 
The Texas Parks and Wildlife Com m ission approved m ore than $7 m illion in com pet it ive grant  
funds for 25 com m unity parks all across the state.  A port ion of the funding for  these grants 
com es from  the sport ing goods sales tax through the Texas Recreat ion and Parks Account  
(TRPA)  and the Texas Large County and Municipalit y Recreat ion and Parks Account  (Urban 
Account ) .  
 
" I  applaud the City of Houston’s effort s and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Departm ent 's decision 
to invest  in north Houston to help finish the renovat ion and revam p of Squat ty Lyons Park,"  
said State Representat ive Arm ando Walle. " I  have worked throughout  m y t im e in public service 
to fix and update this park where I  grew up playing baseball, so I  am  thrilled to see this finally 
m aterialize for the com m unity and the kids and parents of the North Houston Am erican Lit t le 
League, who never stopped advocat ing for that  com m unity."  
 
"This funding is great  news for the Northside residents in m y dist rict , as the park im provem ents 
will beaut ify the neighborhood, encourage healthy act ivit ies and increase civic pride,”  said 
Senator Sylvia R. Garcia, Dist r ict  6. “ I  am  thankful to all who helped secure this grant  and I  am  
excited about  all the benefit s to the com m unity that  will result  from  it ."  
 
Addit ional funding com es from  the federal Land and Water Conservat ion Fund (LWCF) , which is 
appropriated annually by Congress. 
 
“This is big win for our com m unity,”  said Congressm an Gene Green, 29 th Dist r ict  of Texas. 
“Public parks and recreat ional t rails help us create healthier com m unit ies by set t ing aside space 
for  fam ilies and children to get  outside. That ’s part icularly im portant  in our urban area.”   



 
The proposed im provem ents to Squat ty Lyons Park were ident ified as needs in both the 
departm ent ’s updated Parks Master Plan and in Capital Im provem ent  Project  m eet ings hosted 
by Dist r ict  Council Mem ber Ed Gonzalez (Dist rict  H)  regarding neighborhood( including park)  
needs. 
 
"The $2 m illion in com bined funding from  the Texas Parks and Wildlife Departm ent  and the City 
of Houston will allow for  a significant ly im proved Squat ty Lyons Park,”  said Council Mem ber Ed 
Gonzalez, Dist r ict  H. “Our Dist r ict  H fam ilies will benefit  t rem endously from  im proved facilit ies 
and grounds, helping to keep our com m unity healthier, m ore act ive, and safer.  I 'm  proud to 
have advocated for this funding and com m end both the City and State leadership that  m ade the 
leverage of these funds possible."   
 
Squat ty Lyons Park is located in North Houston off of the Hardy Toll Road,in Park Sector 2 of 
the departm ent ’s 21-Park Sector system . The recent  Parks Master Plan Project , which will be 
presented to the Qualit y of Life Com m it tee on August  26, 2015, and to Council in Septem ber 
2015 ident ified needs in Park Sector 2 which this com bined funding will address.  
 
“We are thankful to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Departm ent  for this grant  funding. I t  will allow 
us to address som e of the needs of the com m unity in this part icular park sector,”  said Joe 
Turner, Director,  Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent . “The funding will be com bined 
with City funding to address needs that  the Parks Master Plan Update ident ified, which included 
the expansion of playgrounds and t rails in this area.”  
 
The Squat ty Lyons Park Im provem ent  Proj ect  scope of work will include:   

•  Three exist ing lit t le league fields will be leveled and resodded, lights will be upgraded 
with new cont rols and irr igat ion system s installed. 

•  The rem aining fields will be reoriented and com pletely rebuilt  with new fences, dugouts, 
field preparat ion, light ing and irr igat ion.  One of the fields will be accessible to children 
with disabilit ies. 

•  Addit ional parking will be provided with required detent ion 
•  New features will include a concrete loop walking t railwith picnic area,an expanded 

playground along with a new concession and rest room  building. 
•  Nat ive t ree plant ings with irr igat ion. 

 
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and manages over 37,859 acres of parkland and 
greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and implements recreat ional programming for cit izens of all abilit ies. 
For more informat ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department , call (832) 395-7022 or v isit  
www.houstonparks.org.  
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