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3 ,3 3 0  Trees Planted As Houston 
Celebrates Arbor  Day and 3 0  Years as a  Tree  Cit y USA  

Tree City USA is an Arbor Day  Foundat ion Program  Recogniz ing Cit ies’ Com m itm ent  to Public Trees  

Houston will celebrate it s 30 thanniversary as a Tree City USA this Arbor Day, January 30, 2016. 

Mayor Sylvester Turner,  the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.) , and dozens of 

volunteers will m eet  at  the ent rance to Blackhawk Park, 9401 Fuqua,at  8: 30 a.m . t o celebrate this 

accom plishm ent  by plant ing 300 t rees in the esplanades in the 8500 – 9900 blocks of Fuqua, near 

Blackhawk Park. The event  brings the total t rees planted during this Arbor Day season to 3,330 

t rees planted in recognit ion of Houston’s 30 t hanniversary as a Tree City USA. 

“ I t  is always an inspirat ion to see cit izens get  out  and volunteer their t im e and energy,”  said 

Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner. “Plant ing t rees is a t rue testam ent  to our faith in the future, to 

our cit izens and to our city as a great  place for  all Houstonians.”  

Houston’s Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  has been the steward for t he city’s t rees since it s 

creat ion one hundred years ago. This annual Arbor Day celebrat ion m arks the first  event  in the 

departm ent ’s 100 year anniversary of Houston’s parks.  

“ I n 2016, the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  will celebrate it s hundredth anniversary in 

providing and stewarding Houston’s parks and urban forest ,”  said Joe Turner, Director, Houston 

Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent . “ I n the sam e spir it  and foresight  that  early cit y leaders had in 

creat ing greenspaces and parks for  the future,the volunteers who com e together every year for  

Arbor Day do their part  for  the shade t rees of tom orrow and the next  hundred years.”  

Since 1986, the Arbor Day Foundat ion has awarded Houston the Tree City USA honor every year. 

The departm ent ’s official Arbor Day Season, October 2015 through February 2016, coincides with 

the opt im um  t ree plant ing t im e for the Houston area. During this t im e, volunteers have assisted 

the departm ent  in plant ing 3,330 t rees in honor of Houston’s 30 th Anniversary as an Arbor Day 

Foundat ion Tree City USA. H.P.A.R.D.’s Urban Forester, Victor Cordova, has been involved with 

Arbor Day throughout  his Houston career. 



“Urban forests are constant ly evolving vital parts of a city’s ecosystem  that  benefit  the health and 

qualit y of life for the city and it s residents,”  said Victor Cordova, Houston Parks and Recreat ion 

Departm ent  Urban Forester. “As a forester,  I  am  thankful that  Houstonians share a com m itm ent  to 

our city’s t ree canopy by volunteering every year duringthe Arbor Day Season to get  up early on a 

weekend and plant  t rees as a gift  to future generat ions.”  

 

The Arbor Day Foundat ion is a 501c3 non-profit  organizat ion that  exists to inspire people to plant , 

nurture, and celebrate t rees. I t s start ing point  was an 1872 statewide t ree-plant ing day in 

Nebraska, which resulted in an est im ated 1,000,000 new t rees. Tree City USA has been a program  

of the Arbor Day Foundat ion since 1976. Houston has consistent ly m et  the standards of the 

program  by passing a t ree care ordinance, m aintaining a professional t ree care staff, m aintaining a 

budget  of at  least  $2.00 per capita for t ree care, and holding an annual Arbor Day celebrat ion.  

 

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and manages over 37,859 acres of parkland and 

greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and implements recreat ional programming for cit izens of all abilit ies. For 

more informat ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department , call (832) 395-7022 or v isit  www.houstonparks.org.  
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