
 
 
 

Press Release  
 
October 14, 2016 CONTACT:  Estella Espinosa  
 Work:  (832)  395-7022  
 Cell:  (832)  465-4782 
 estella.espinosa@houstontx.gov 

 

$ 1  Million Gul f ton  Skatepark  Project  is Answ er  to  Area Youths ’ Dream  
W eekend Fest ivit ies Celebrate  Construct ion Underw ay at  Burnet t  Bayland Park  

 
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , together with Council Mem ber Mike Laster, 
Dist r ict  J;  Neighborhood CentersInc.;  and the GulftonYouth will hold a groundbreaking 
celebrat ion at  Burnet t  Bayland Park on Saturday, October 15, 2016, at  11: 00 a.m .  The 
event  celebrates a dream  com e t rue for the GulftonYouth, who spearheaded the drive to 
create a skatepark in their neighborhood. Fest ivit ies will include live m usic, local art ist  
displays, and food t rucks. 
 
“We are excited to be celebrat ing the const ruct ion of this new skatepark and the young 
people who are responsible for m aking their dream  a realit y, the GulftonYouth,”  said Joe 
Turner, Director,  Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent . “They are an exam ple of the 
creat ivit y, energy and power that  young people have to m ake a posit ive change in their 
com m unity.”  
 
The idea to build the skatepark cam e from  a local group of skaters in Gulfton. I n 2013, the 
GulftonYouth brought  the idea to Council Mem ber Mike Laster who connected them  to 
Neighborhood Centers I nc. Neighborhood Centers supported and offered m entorship to the 
group. The group spent  m onths doing research, and later presented their proposal to Joe 
Turner, Director of the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , who was m oved to m ake 
this proj ect  a realit y.   

“From  day one, these kids have rolled up their sleeves and put  in the hard work necessary 
to m ake this skatepark a realit y. They are living proof of all the good things happening in 
their Gulfton neighborhood and the bright  future ahead for Southwest  Houston,"said Council 
Mem ber Mike Laster, Dist r ict  J. 
 
The research and act ive design work the skaters have cont r ibuted to get  this skatepark built  
have given them  invaluable real life experience.        
 
“This project  m eans m uch m ore than a space where the youth can safely pract ice their sport  
and be healthy. I t  is ult im ately about  creat ing an engaged Gulfton youth that  can be leaders 
in their com m unity, speak their m inds, follow through with their passion, and com m it  to 



being an exam ple for others to pursue their dream s,”  said Angela Blanchard, Neighborhood 
Centers I nc. President  and CEO.  

The scope of work for  the Burnet t  Bayland Park Skate Park includes: site clearing;  site 
grading and earthwork, detent ion and drainage;  const ruct ion of a new 17,500square 
footskatepark with a volcano, bowl, upper decks, grind ledges, stairs and handrails, flat  
bars, various banks, quarter and m ult iple steel pipes;  a new ent ry plaza, site elect r ical and 
light ing, and a port ion of the t rail will be reconst ructed. 
 
The total project  cost  is $1,092,696 and was m ade possible through a num ber of 
funding sources including:  
 
 $405,000  Parks Consolidated Const ruct ion Fund 
 $200,000  Parks and Recreat ion Dedicat ion Fund 
 $100,000   Neighborhood Centers I nc. 
 $377,696  Council Mem ber Mike Laster ’s Council Dist r ict  Service Funds 
 $  10,000  Tony Hawk Foundat ion Skatepark Grant  
 
P2MG is the General Cont ractor. Clark Condon Associates is the design consultant  and 
Stantec is the skatepark subconsultant . The General Services Departm ent  m anages the 
design and const ruct ion for the Burnet t  Bayland Skatepark proj ect .   Chip Perry is the 
Proj ect  Manager. 
 
 
About  Neighborhood Centers 
Neighborhood Centers I nc. br ings resources, educat ion and connect ion to near ly 600,000 people throughout  Texas 
each year. For more than a century, Neighborhood Centers has offered innovat ive solut ions to help low- income 
fam ilies in emerging neighborhoods get  a foothold in the region’s economy.  The organizat ion works with residents 
in more than 70 service locat ions to help them discover the st rengths and skills necessary to become product ive, 
prosperous and self-sufficient . Building on the st rengths of individuals and communit ies, Neighborhood Centers 
is t ransform ing them. FOR GOOD. Neighborhood Centers I nc. is a United Way Agency. For more informat ion, 
v isit  www.neighborhood-centers.org 
 
About  the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and manages over 37,851 acres of parkland 
and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and implements recreat ional programming for cit izens of all 
abilit ies. For more informat ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Department , call (832)  395-7022 or v isit  
www.houstont .gov/ parks.  
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