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Parks Soccer  for  Success Program  Receives 
$ 1 7 5 ,0 0 0  U.S. Soccer  Foundat ion Grant  

1 ,5 0 0  Youth to Benefit  from  Youth Developm ent  Program  

The U.S. Soccer Foundat ion (The Foundat ion)  recent ly awarded a $175,000 grant  to the 
Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent ’s Soccer for Success program. Funds will be used to 
provide field equipment  and player kits to 1,500 part icipants and provide for inst ruct ion and 
im plem entat ion of the program . The program  is available to youth ages 6 – 14 at  24 school 
and park sites and one Boys and Gir ls Club locat ion.  

“Houston has an avid base of soccer players and fans, and Soccer for Success is a very popular 
youth recreat ion program  here,”  said Steve Wright , Director, Houston Parks and Recreat ion 
Departm ent . “We thank the U.S. Soccer Foundat ion for it s cont inued support  and dedicat ion to 
improving the lives of Houston’s youth.”  

Soccer for Success is a free, sports-based youth developm ent  program  that  uses soccer as a 
tool to improve the health and behavioral outcomes for children. The program provides after 
school act ivit ies, including soccer and nut r it ion educat ion, in a safe after-school environm ent .   

H.P.A.R.D.’s Soccer for Success program  is a t im ely adjunct  to Mayor Sylvester Turner’s 
Complete Communit ies I nit iat ive, a new program designed to improve the quality of life in five 
targeted areas:  Acres Hom es, Gulfton, Second Ward, Near Northside, and Third Ward. The 
Soccer for Success program at  Benavidez Elementary School, Jefferson Elem entary School, 
Burnet t -Bayland Park and Moody Park will benefit  children liv ing in Complete Communit ies 
neighborhoods.     

The U.S. Soccer Foundat ion is the major charitable arm  of soccer in the United States. Soccer 
for Success is a partnership program  between H.P.A.R.D., The Foundat ion, and Houston, 
Aldine, and Spring Branch I ndependent  School Dist r icts’ schools. Addit ional grants to support  
the program have been provided by the U.S. Fam ily Health Plan, South Texas Youth Soccer 
Associat ion, and the George and Mary Josephine Hamman Foundat ion. 

About  the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and m anages over 37,851 acres of 
parkland and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and im plem ents recreat ional program m ing 
for cit izens of all abilit ies. For m ore inform at ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , call 
(832)  395-7022 or visit  www.houstont .gov/ parks.   
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