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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO RELEAF  BURNETT- BAYLAND PARK  

PLANTI NG PART OF MAYOR’S COMPLETE COMMUNI TI ES I N I TI ATI VE 
Am erican Forests, Bank of Am erica Charitable Foundat ion Partner w ith  

Parks Departm ent  to Bring Change to Gulfton Area Park  

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  will hold a public t ree plant ing event  from  
9: 30 a.m . to 12: 30 p.m . Saturday, Novem ber 4, at  Burnet t -Bayland Park, 6000 Chim ney 
Rock Road, Houston, TX 77081.  

The parks departm ent  is seeking volunteers to assist  with plant ing 200 t rees as part  of 
ongoing efforts to sustain and grow Houston’s urban forest .  The Houston Com m unity 
ReLeaf Tree Plant ing is a collaborat ion between the Houston Parks and Recreat ion 
Departm ent , forest ry nonprofit  group Am erican Forests, and the Bank of Am erica 
Charitable Foundat ion.  

“These new t rees will increase the park’s green canopy and help im prove the quality of life 
for the Gulfton com m unity,”  said Mayor Sylvester Turner. “We are happy to see this new 
am enity added to Burnet t -Bayland Park.”  

“Thank you to our partners Am erican Forests and the Bank of Am erica Charitable 
Foundat ion,”  said Steve Wright ,  Director of Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent . 
“Their investm ent  in Houston’s Urban Forest  is one that  pays off today and tom orrow.”    

Burnet t -Bayland Park is in the Gulfton neighborhood, part  of the City’s Com plete 
Com m unit ies I nit iat ive. The plant ing is an important  elem ent  in tying together them es of 
neighborhood and urban forest  renewal for Houston’s cit izens.  The recent  Houston Area 
Urban Forests project  highlighted the need for increased focus on the area’s urban forest .  
Com m unity t rees cont r ibute an array of aesthet ic and environm ental benefits, including 
pollut ion reduct ion, flood m it igat ion, and increased property value. 

“We are excited to be working with such great  partners to restore and expand Houston’s 
urban forest  at  such a cr it ical t im e in the cit y’s history,”  said Scot t  Steen, president  and 
CEO of Am erican Forests.  “ I n the wake of Hurr icane Harvey, this work is obviously m ore 
im portant  now than ever.”  

 



“We have a st rong com m itm ent  to environm ental sustainabilit y and believe that  working 
with experienced groups like Am erican Forests and the City of Houston Parks and 
Recreat ion Departm ent  helps us increase our im pact . Our partnership on the Com m unity 
ReLeaf program  not  only br ings m ore t rees to urban areas, but  also im proves the 
environm ent  and enhances livabilit y in the com m unit ies we call hom e,”  said Hong Ogle, 
Houston Market  President  of Bank of Am erica.  

Regist rat ion will take place on site, and refreshm ents will be available. No experience is 
needed and all are welcom e. 

About  the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Depar tm ent   
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and manages over 37,851 acres of parkland and 
greenspace for  the City of Houston and develops and implem ents recreat ional program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies. For 
more informat ion on the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  www.houstonparks.org. 

 
About  Am er ican Forests  
American Forests inspires and advances the conservat ion of forests, which are essent ial to life. We do this by protect ing and 
restor ing threatened forest  ecosystem s, promot ing and expanding urban forests, and increasing understanding of the 
importance of forests. Founded in 1875, Am erican Forests is the oldest  nat ional nonprofit  conservat ion organizat ion in the 
count ry and has served as a catalyst  for m any key m ilestones in the conservat ion m ovem ent , including the founding of the 
U.S. Forest  Service, the nat ional forest  system  and thousands of forest  ecosystem  restorat ion projects and public educat ion 
efforts. Since 1990, American Forests has planted more than 50 m illion t rees in all 50 states and near ly 50 count r ies, 
result ing in cleaner air  and dr inking water, restored habitat  for wildlife and fish, and the rem oval of m illions of tons of 
carbon dioxide from  the atm osphere. Learn m ore at  www.am ericanforests.org. 

About  Bank  of Am er ica Environm enta l, Socia l and Gov ernance  
At  Bank of Am erica, we’re guided by a com m on purpose to help make financial lives bet ter, through the power of every 
connect ion. We’re deliver ing on this through responsible growth with a focus on our environm ental, social and governance 
(ESG)  leadership. ESG is embedded across our eight  lines of business and reflects how we help fuel the global econom y, 
build t rust  and credibilit y, and represent  a com pany that  people want  to work for, invest  in and do business with. I t ’s 
demonst rated in the inclusive and support ive workplace we create for our em ployees, the responsible products and services 
we offer our clients, and the impact  we make around the world in helping local econom ies thr ive. An im portant  part  of this 
work is form ing st rong partnerships with nonprofits and advocacy groups, such as com m unity, consum er and environmental 
organizat ions, to br ing together our collect ive networks and expert ise to achieve greater im pact . Learn m ore at  
about .bankofamerica.com, and connect  with us on Twit ter  at  @BofA_News. 
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