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H.P.A.R.D. Hosts Sum m er Food Service Program  

Program  Fills Gap in Childhood Hunger Program s w ith Free Meals &  Snacks  
During Sum m er Break 

 
Every year, m any fam ilies in Houston face hunger for their children when the school m eal 
program s they depend on end for the sum m er break. The Houston Parks and Recreat ion 
Departm ent  hosts the Sum m er Food Service Program  to help fill that  gap. Children ages 1 – 
18 across the Houston area can receive FREE lunches and snacks at  locat ions across the city 
and Harris County. No regist rat ion is required. The Houston Parks and Recreat ion 
Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  has been providing these free m eals since 1980.   

“This im portant  program  has a direct  im pact  on the qualit y of life for t hese children every 
day throughout  the sum m er,”  said Lisa Johnson, I nterim  Director, Houston Parks and 
Recreat ion Departm ent . “Children who rely on free lunches at  school are in real danger of 
going hungry when school lets out  for  the sum m er. The Sum m er Food Service Program  
provides nut r it ious m eals at  Houston com m unity centers and m any other sites from  June 5 
through August  11 so that  this vulnerable populat ion won’t  go hungry.”   
 
Fam ilies can find a Sum m er Food Service Program  site by calling 2-1-1 and providing their 
zip code. Program  sites can be found at  H.P.A.R.D. com m unity centers and partner 
organizat ions across the area.  
 
The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  has sponsored the Sum m er Food Service 
Program  since 1980. The program  is funded by the U.S.D.A. Child and Adult  Care Food 
Program  and the Child Nut rit ion Act  and is adm inistered by the Texas Departm ent  of 
Agriculture Food and Nut rit ion Division. The m eals are available free of charge to youth ages 
1 – 18 at  sites across the Greater Houston area. No regist rat ion is required. Fam ilies can 
find a Sum m er Food Service Program  site by calling 2-1-1. 
 

The Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent  (H.P.A.R.D.)  stewards and m anages over 37,851 acres 
of parkland and greenspace for the City of Houston and develops and im plem ents recreat ional 
program m ing for cit izens of all abilit ies. For m ore inform at ion on the Sum m er Food Service Program  
or the Houston Parks and Recreat ion Departm ent , call (832)  395-7022 or visit  www.houstonparks.org.   
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