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August 2017, prepared by Anna Mod, SWCA Environmental Consultants and HBG Design 

 

This COA application is for the addition of an amenity deck on the rooftop of the Texas Company 
Building, a City of Houston Landmark. The Texas Company was constructed in three phases: 1915, 1936 
and 1959. The proposed amenity deck and pavilion will be added to the rooftop of the 1959 portion of the 
building. 

Existing Conditions – Atop the 1959 rooftop sits an original two-story, buff-colored, brick-clad, 
mechanical penthouse with a flat roof.  There is also a smaller, one-story mechanical penthouse addition 
to the west added in the recent rehabilitation. A 4'-0 high Classical balustrade parapet, composed of 
regularly spaced terracotta pedestals and balusters surround the 1959 rooftop on the public sides (north, 
west and south).  

Proposed Work – Amenities for residents such as a Fitness Room, a Display Kitchen and 16th Floor 
Lounge are proposed for roughly half of the 16th Floor (the current top floor interior space).  A new two-
stop elevator will be installed from Level 16 up to the first level of the existing 1959 mechanical 
penthouse above (Level 17) and provide ADA egress and stretcher access to this level that is required by 
code. Half of the Level 17 mechanical penthouse will be repurposed as connector for a planned “sky 
lounge and roof deck” with an interior monumental stair connecting Levels 16 and 17. The second level 
of the two-story penthouse is strictly mechanical in nature with elevator overrun and have no public 
access.   

The proposed Level 17 addition is a one-story, metal paneled pavilion with storefront glazing and a raised 
open rooftop deck area atop the existing 1959 rooftop. The existing west wall is brick with a single 
pedestrian door will be removed only where the existing penthouse meets the new pavilion.  

The south edge of the proposed pavilion roof overhang is setback 15'-2" from the southern (Rusk) 
elevation; the western edge of the pavilion roof overhang is setback 20'-2" from the western (Fannin) 
edge of the building. The proposed pavilion height is 17'-3" feet as measured from the base of the parapet. 
In comparison, the top of the existing two-story penthouse is 25'-6" from the base of the parapet. The 
addition is significantly smaller, subordinate to and differentiated from the original two-story penthouse.  

The pavilion will be further differentiated from the original through contemporary materials such as 
aluminum composite material (ACM) and glass. A rooftop deck extends from the pavilion to the west, 
south and north; the deck will be a composite material deck attached to a light steel structural frame 
secured to the 1959 roof structure.  The edge of the deck is 10'-0" from the southern edge and 12'-8" from 
the western edge of 1959 building parapet.  Surrounding the deck is a 42" cable rail guardrail system 
composed of cable rail infill, 1 ½" round stainless steel top rail supported by stainless steel posts @ 
roughly 5'-0 O.C.  Atop the pavilion are two stainless steel guard systems that provide fall protection near 
the rooftop equipment. 
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A: 
    June, 2017

B: 
    June, 2017

File: DSC_2163.JPG

Roof, overall, view NE, new duct work and 1915 penthouse File: DSC_2167.JPG

Roof, overall, view W from 1915 roof towards 1959
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A: 
    June, 2017

B: 
    June, 2017

File: DSC_2161.JPGRoof, 1915 penthouse, view S

File: DSC_2160.JPGRoof, view SW from 1936 roof of new fire stair and rebuilt 1959 N wall
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A: 
    June, 2017

B: 
    June, 2017

File: DSC_2150.JPGRoof, overall of 1959 roof penthouse (in rear) and new mechanical addition, view NE 

File: DSC_2149.JPGRoof, W elevation of 1959 roof penthouse (in rear) & new mechanical addition, view E
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A: 
    June, 2017

B: 
    June, 2017

File: DSC_2153.JPGRoof, N elevation of 1959 penthouse and new stair pressurization equipment, view SW 

File: DSC_2148.JPGRoof, partial N and W elevations of 1959 penthouse, view SE 
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A: 
    June, 2017

B: 
    June, 2017

File: <No intersecting link>
Roof, S elevation of 1959 penthouse, view W

File: <No intersecting link>
Roof, S elevation of 1959 penthouse, view E
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Location
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Site Plan - Existing
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South Elevation - Existing
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South Elevation - Proposed
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West Elevation - Existing (L) and Proposed (R)
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Proposed North Elevation of Amenity Deck and Railing
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Proposed South Elevation of Amenity Deck
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Proposed West Elevation of Amenity Deck
File: <No intersecting link>
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Existing Roof Plan
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Proposed Roof Plan

File: TExA-110 (4) Overall Roof Plan (ASI037R1) for Historic ref 170731.jpg
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Proposed Floor 16
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File: <No intersecting link> Proposed Floor 17
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Siteline Study
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Siteline Study
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