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1950’s Original South Elevation

2017 Existing North Elevation

Proposed North Elevation

 Proposed North Elevation w/ Fence

S. I. Morris House
2 Waverly Court

In 1950, Seth Irwin Morris designed a residence for his family in Houston’s 
Museum District just south of downtown. The house has since become an 
architectural landmark for those who celebrate its contemporary style and the 
prominent Houston architect who claimed it as his only actual design work, one 
that was influenced by him alone. We are lucky enough to have the original 
hand-drawn plans, not only from the original 1950’s version of the S. I. Morris 
House, but also the plans of the additions since its original construction. It is 
from Mr. Morris’ pfrom Mr. Morris’ plans that we have pulled details and inspiration for the 
alterations to the existing structure. 
     

In the original 1950 design of the S. I. Morris house (completed in 1952), a 
private front door was located on the north elevation facing Bissonnet Street. 
The rectangular plan was offset to the north side of the lot freeing up the 
south side for a spacious yard that allowed an abundance of natural light into 
the main living room through the two original, triple-unit glass doors. 
    

In 1959, the house In 1959, the house was expanded to integrate a morning room and an additional 
bathroom for the master on the second floor above. The morning room was 
situated in the original courtyard off of the kitchen and the living room. S. I. 
Morris recreated the lost courtyard by fencing in an outdoor area along 
Bissonnet and providing a new set of windows to visually connect the two.
      

The final addition to the home came in 1963 when the Morris The final addition to the home came in 1963 when the Morris family constructed a 
new courtyard, an additional living room, a new master bedroom suite, and a new 
foyer and front entrance facing west towards Waverly. It was during this 
addition that the front door along Bissonnet abandoned its use and became the 
entrance to the side yard. 
    

WWith each addition to the Waverly home, S. I. Morris kept the theme of intimate 
courtyards visually connected to the home by expansive glass openings. He 
continued to use the original brick veneer, vertical frame siding, and flat roof to 
keep with the home’s contemporary style. Unless one is studying the plans, it is 
difficult to tell where each addition began and ended. It is or intent to do just 
that, to follow Mr. Morris‘ design principals to ensure that the integrity of his 
design is not compromised. 
    

WWe propose taking S. I. Morris’ original concept of the large triple-unit glass 
doors on the south facade and mirroring them to the north elevation. This will 
allow the natural light that once came from the south elevation, but has since 
been obstructed by maturing trees, to be reintroduced to the main living area. It 
will also open up a view to the courtyard located along Bissonnet that is 
accessible by the original front door. Since the north elevation does not have a 
cantilevered second floor similar to the south elevation, we intend to  
reconstruct Mr. Morris’ original canoreconstruct Mr. Morris’ original canopy detail and extend it over the future 
doors on the north elevation. We believe that by using elements from the original 
plans, and keeping with Mr. Morris’ motif of visually connecting courtyards and 
the main living areas, that we will not be jeopardizing the character of the 
property, but rather enhancing the use of the site for the new homeowners while 
paying tribute to one of Houston’s great architects.
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1959’s North Elevation With Second Story Addition 

Proposed North Elevation

Proposed Fence

S. I. Morris House
2 Waverly Court
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