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Well in advance of the COA application deadline contact staff to discuss your project, application 
requirements, and, if necessary, to make an appointment to meet with staff for a project consultation. Visit the 
Historic Preservation Web Manual for historic district profiles, project guidance and forms. 
www.houstontx.gov/HistoricPreservationManual 

Historic Preservation Office 832.393.6556 historicpreservation@houstontx.gov 

SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS  

To submit application to Planning Department: 

 email documents to historicpreservation@houstontx.gov (attachments must be less than 10MB)

 send a Dropbox shared folder invitation to historicpreservation@houstontx.gov, or

 contact staff to set up an appointment to drop off a disc or flash drive.

MEETING SCHEDULE 

 Applications are due 22 calendar days in advance of the HAHC meeting by 12 PM (noon) on the deadline
date. Exception: revisions to items deferred or denied at the previous HAHC meeting are due 15 days in
advance of the scheduled meeting.

 Application deadlines are firm. All materials must be submitted by the deadline to be considered at the
following HAHC meeting. Designs must be final at time of application; revisions will not be accepted after the
deadline.

 HAHC will not accept new material or redesigns presented at the HAHC meeting. Deferral until the following
month’s meeting may be necessary in such cases to allow for adequate review by staff and commissioners.

 HAHC monthly meetings are held at 3:00 PM at City Hall Annex, 900 Bagby Street, City Council Chambers,
Public Level.

2017 Meeting Dates 
(Thursdays unless noted otherwise) 

COA Application Deadlines 
Demolition / Relocation 
Posted Sign Deadlines 

January 26 January 4 January 16 

February 23 February 1 February 13 

March 23 March 1 March 13 

April 20 March 29 April 10 

May 18 April 26 May 8 

June 15 May 24 June 5 

July 26 (Wednesday) July 3 July 16 

August 23 (Wednesday) August 1 August 13 

September 21 August 30 September 11 

October 19 September 27 October 9 

November 16 October 25 November 6 

December 13(Wednesday) November 21 December 3 

http://www.houstontx.gov/HistoricPreservationManual
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DEFINITIONS 

Addition: any expansion to an existing building, structure or object. 

Alteration: any change to the exterior of a building or structure, including adding, moving, removing or replacing an 
exterior feature. 

Demolition: an act or process that destroys in whole, or a majority of, any building, structure, object or site. 

Excavation: to expose, uncover, or remove by digging, cutting or hollowing out. 

Exterior Feature: an element of the architectural character and the general arrangement of the external portion of a 
building, structure or object, including building materials and parts of the exterior wall assembly such as walls studs, 
interior shiplap and the foundation 

Mandatory Repair: a repair of a building or structure that is necessary to comply with Article IX, Ch. 10, Houston Code of 
Ordinances, as evidenced by an order of the hearing official or the building and standards commission or by a citation. 

New Construction: the erection of a new building, structure, or object, on a lot, site, or other property. 

Relocation: any change in the location of a building, structure, or object. 

Restoration: accurately recovering the form and detail of a building, structure, object, or site and its setting as it appeared 
at a particular period of time by means of the removal of later work, or by the replacement of missing earlier work, or both. 
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MEMORANDUM                   
6/28/2017 

 
Proposed Renovations to   
901 Commerce Street 
Houston, Texas 
 
 
 
The New Owners of 901 Commerce Street wish to convert the Structure that housed the 
Spaghetti Warehouse into a Street Market at the ground level and a Bar at the second floor. 
 
The building has a repeated history of being flooded on the ground floor and basement levels 
which have resulted in structural damage to the exterior walls, door and windows and other 
components of the structure that is in the flood way.    The proposed renovations are designed 
to minimize the impact of flood water on the building and the occupant’s primary business by 
opening up the bottom of the structure so that flood waters can pass thru more easily and by 
establishing a business model that does not use the bottom floors as part of its primary 
business. 
 
The Proposed design leaves the historic South and West locations intact with the exception of 
opening up the lower level of the West Elevation to allow access to the building for delivery and 
trash pickup and the removal of several of the doors and windows on the South Elevation to 
promote the open market concept.    In addition to allowing access, the openings will also 
reduce the buildings impedance into the floodway and future damage to the building’s 
structure.    Any elements of historic value removed from the structure shall be stored so that 
they can be reinstalled at a later date.    In their place, new wrought iron doors with the same 
mullion pattern as the original windows will be installed so that the building can be secured 
when not occupied. 
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On the North and East elevations, the walls (which have been structurally damaged) shall be 
removed and the columns refinished in concrete and plaster to create an open air facility. 
Where solid elements are used, they will be made of break‐away construction.    Openings 
planned to remain open will have chain overhead gates to secure the building when it is not 
occupied. 
 
Please review the attached schematic design and feel free to contact me with questions, 
comments or additional information that I may assist you with. 
 
Best Regards, 

 
Blair Korndorffer 
Diamond Development Group             
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NORTH ELEVATION
View from Buffalo Bayou



SOUTH ELEVATION
View from Commerce St



EAST ELEVATION
View from Main St



WEST  ELEVATION
View from Travis St
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EXISTING PLAN
GROUND FLOOR
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EXISTING PLAN
FIRST FLOOR
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EXISTING PLAN
SECOND FLOOR
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