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Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

ALTERATION & ADDITION 

Written Description 

 

RE: 502 Avondale 

Montrose 

Lot 1, Block 6 

 

We request approval of a REVISED Certificate of Appropriateness to the proposed addition and 

alterations at 502 Avondale in the Avondale West Historic District. 

 

The original COA, unanimously approved per staff’s recommendation on 8/14/13, showed 

decorative shutters on the back and side of the proposed new addition to this residence.  We are 

asking to change two of those decorative shutters into windows that match existing.  Please see 

the enclosed new application, photos, survey, existing roof plan, and previously submitted 

drawings with revisions noted on sheets A1.5, A2.1, and A2.2. 

 

. . .  

 

The house was originally built in 1917 as a single-family residence.  It is an American 

Foursquare Craftsman.  In the 1940s or 1950s an apartment was constructed in the rear, facing 

Whitney Street, in the Modern style with a flat roof and connected to the original house.  We 

propose leaving the footprint as-is, but altering this inappropriate addition to match the American 

Foursquare Craftsman details on the original house, adding a new 2nd floor rear addition with 

matching details, as well, and returning the house to single-family use only. 

 

All Modern-style details will be removed and replaced with details matching the original house.  

All work is to take place on the rear of the building.  No alternations will be made on the front of 

the building or the front sides of the building.  No alternations will be visible from the front of 

the house on Avondale Street.  New alterations will have limited visibility from the side of the 

house on Whitney Street due to dense tree coverage. 

 

Spencer Howard, applicant 
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WWW.AVONDALEASSOCIATION.ORG 

August 10, 2013 
 
 
 
City of Houston Planning and Development 
Historic Preservation Board 
900 Bagby 
Houston, TX 77002 
 
 
Dear Council Members: 
 
The Avondale Neighborhood Association supports the  proposed modifications at 502 Avondale.  We believe it 
enhances the property and maintains the cultural architectural integrity of the Avondale West Historical District.   
 
The house was originally built in 1915 as a single-family residence.  It is an American Foursquare Craftsman.  In the 
1940s or 1950s an apartment was constructed in the rear, facing Whitney Street, in the Modern style with a flat 
roof and connected to the original house.  The owners are proposing to leave the footprint as-is, but altering the 
inappropriate addition to match the American Foursquare Craftsman details on the original house, adding a new 
2nd floor rear addition with matching details.  In addition, the  house will return to single-family dwelling.   
 
All Modern-style details will be removed and replaced with details matching the original house.  All work is to take 
place on the rear of the building.  No alterations will be made on the front of the building or the front sides of the 
building.  No alterations will be taller than the original roof or wider than the original house.  The new 2nd story 
rear addition will have a roof that matches the shape and pitch on the original house.  No alterations will be visible 
from the front of the house on Avondale.  New alterations will have limited visibility from the side of the house on 
Whitney Street due to dense tree coverage.   
 
 
 
Best Regards, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

John Trujillo 
President 
Avondale Association 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

President 

John B. Trujillo 

 

Vice-President 

Sylvia Drew 

 

Secretary 

Kiti Kitiyakara 

 

Treasurer 

Eugene Nosal 
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Preservation 
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Greg Moser 

 

Betty Barrett 

Historian 
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