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Kellum-Noble House ADA Ramp Design Modification 

 

PROJECT DETAILS:  
A Certificate of Appropriateness was previously issued for the original design as follows:  Install an 
approximately 7’-6” deep, sloped, wood ramp with steel railings on the north elevation between the north wall 
and an existing stair that leads to a wood platform connected to the west elevation that is at the same height as 
the first step of the existing stair. The ramp and platform extend from the west wall along the north wall back 
(west) to approximately one foot past the halfway point between the first and second porch columns under the 
second-floor gallery.  
 
The proposed design alteration will add a second ramp and handrails to the west side of the platform. 
 
HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE:  
The Kellum-Noble House was designated a City of Houston Landmark on February 3, 1999 and a Protected 
Landmark on August 17, 2005. It was individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places on April 3, 
1975, and was designated a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark in 1967. The house was built in 1847 in the 
Greek Revival style.  
 
The Kellum-noble House was built outside the original town-site on the “upper part” of Houston, adjacent to 
Nathaniel Kelly Kellum’s brickyard. It is a double pen house with central dogtrot passage. The hipped roof, 
encircling galleries and brick construction were all departures from conventional Houston house types. The 
house was included in the city’s purchase of the park in 1899. A move to demolish it in 1954 led to the 
formation of the Harris County Heritage Society, which rescued the building and opened it to the public as a 
house museum in 1958, following a restoration by Harvin C. Moore. 
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Site Plan
Scale: 1/8" = 1'-0"1

EXISTING DRAIN INLETS TO REMAIN, TYP

PROPOSED ADDITIONAL ACCESSIBLE  
RAMP AND HANDRAILS

EXISTING POWER POLE

TREE PROTECTION FENCING

TREE PROTECTION FENCING

TREE PROTECTION FENCING

TREE PROTECTION FENCING

50" OAK

25" OAK 15" MAGNOLIA

IRON FENCE

FLAG POLE

36" PECAN

12" OAK

12" TREE

24" MAGNOLIA

15" PECAN

20" MAGNOLIA

BUSH

50" OAK

FLOW
ER BED

EXISTING
WOOD OUTHOUSE

CONC. WALK

EXISTING PARKING

EXISTING
 PARKING

HEDGE

PROPOSED CONC PAD
DELETED FROM SCOPE OF

WORK

SALVAGED BRICK PAVERS TO MATCH
EXISTING BASKETWEAVE PATTERN 
W/ BORDER, SET ON 3/4" MORTAR OVER 5" 
THICK CONC SLAB W/ #4 REBAR @ 16" OC. 
EXISTING AND PROPOSED AREAS OF 
IMPERVIOUS COVER ARE EQUAL.

TREATED WOOD RAMP, MAX RISE 3", 
SLOPE NOT TO EXCEED 1:12

5
105

5'-
1"

EXISTING CONCRETE 
PAVING TO REMAIN

EXISTING CONCRETE 
PAVING TO REMAIN

EXISTING CONCRETE 
PAVING TO REMAIN

EXISTING CONCRETE 
PAVING TO REMAIN

8'-0"

8'-2 1/4"

CONFIRM

5'-0"

EXISTING DRAIN INLETS TO 
REMAIN, TYP

TOTAL PROPOSED IMPERVIOUS COVER: 27,080 SF

PROPOSED PERVIOUS 
CONCRETE TO BE ADDED TO 
CURRENT SCOPE OF WORK, TO 
PROVIDE DIRECT ROUTE FROM 
ACCESSIBLE PARKING

PROPOSED 3'-0" WIDE GATE IN 
EXISTING FENCE

General Notes:

1. A contract shall be executed using 
AIA Document A107, Standard Form of 
Agreement Between Owner and 
Contractor for a Stipulated Sum.  AIA 
Document A201, General Conditions of 
the Contract for Construction, shall be 
used in conjunction with Document 
A107. 

2. The Contractor shall obtain and pay 
for all permits and shall obtain all 
building department inspections.

3. Materials and work shall comply with 
the 2006 International Residential Code 
and all other applicable codes.

4. All work shall be performed and 
completed in a workman-like manner, 
maintaining the highest quality 
standards of each trade.

5. Before submitting proposal, 
Contractor shall visit the site and 
become familiar with all conditions.

6. Contractor shall provide insurance 
coverage prior to signing 
Owner/Contractor Agreement.  

7. Contractor shall verify all existing 
dimensions for horizontal and vertical 
control and report any discrepancies to 
the architect before commencing work.  
Verify dimensions for all equipment. 
Field verify measurements before 
ordering, materials and equipment.  Any 
necessary adjustments for equipment or 
discrepancies shall be reported to the 
Architect. 

8. All specified products and systems 
shall be installed or applied according to 
the manufacturers written instructions.

9. Upon completion the project shall be 
turned over to the owner “glove” clean 
with all equipment and operable 
components functioning and surfaces 
required painting or finishing to be 
completed.

10. The Contractor shall guarantee for 
the period of one year after the date of 
completion and acceptance by the 
Owner all workmanship and materials 
included in the work, and shall replace 
or repair at no additional cost to the 
Owner any part thereof which may 
become defective.

11. At completion of the project, but 
before acceptance of the work, 
Contractor shall deliver to the Owner 
written release of lien on the property 
from all sub-contractors; an affidavit that 
all bills charged against the Contract are 
paid; and all guarantees or bonds as 
required on specific parts of the work.

(Tree Protection Notes Cont'd)

6. The Contractor shall be responsible 
and liable for destroying of damaging 
existing trees. Damage and value of 
existing trees is to be accessed by an 
independent urban forester. 

7. Where utility or site grading cuts are 
required within 20 feet of the drip-line of 
protected trees, a trench shall be hand 
dug. Avoid cutting roots 1" diameter or 
larger. If cutting can not be avoided for 
roots greater than 1" diameter, roots 
shall be cleanly and evenly cut by hand. 
Back-fill trenches to cover roots or 
temporarily cover with sand or mulch to 
prevent drying within 24 hours of their 
initial exposure.

8. The Contractor shall be responsible 
for keeping the site well watered 
throughout construction. 

9. The Contractor shall prohibit disposal 
of paints, oils, unused mortar, or other 
potentially toxic materials anywhere on 
the site. 

10. Storage of onsite materials are to be 
located within the area of the existing 
paved parking lot where allowed by the 
Owner. No materials are to be stored in 
the are of the yard or areas surrounding 
the Kellum-Noble House. 

Tree Protection Note:

1. These specifications apply to all 
trees. 

2. Location of construction zone shall 
determine fencing placement and shall 
be approved by the Architect. 

3. Tree protection fencing shall be chain 
link. 6'-0" tall. All section of fence shall 
be wired or chained together. Contractor 
shall maintain all the protection fencing 
and prohibit all access to fenced areas 
by construction personnel or equipment. 

4. The Contractor shall protect existing 
plants during construction. No vehicles 
or equipment shall travel within the tree 
protection zone of over any existing 
plant material, nor shall any material be 
stored within the tree protection zone. 
Extreme care should be taken during 
the demolition process and the 
protection fencing shall be relocated 
upon completion of demolition work. 

5. Where such traffic is determined to be 
absolute necessary in the course of 
construction, the contractor shall review 
these conditions prior to construction 
with the Architect, to determine the best 
acceptable method to proceed. These 
methods shall then be documented on 
plane and in writing as to where these 
zones will occur, and the Contractor 
shall provide fencing lines to limit the 
extent of disturbance in these area. 
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First Floor Plan
Scale: 1/4" = 1'-0"1
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ACCESSIBLE RAMP AND LANDING,
SEE 1/A-103

3'-6" X 11" ELECTRICAL/SECURITY 
EQUIPMENT CLOSET AND FUTURE VERTICAL 
CONDUIT DISTRIBUTION CHASE 
BEHIND EXISTING BOOKSHELF TO REMAIN

30"x30" (CLEAR OPENING)
ACCESS PANEL, CENTER
ON WINDOW, SEE 2/A-105

6"Ø EXHAUST DUCT

3'-6" X 11" MECHANICAL CHASE
BEHIND EXISTING BOOKSHELF 
TO REMAIN

RESET SALVAGED BRICK TO MATCH EXISTING

REPLACE EXISTING 
CLEAR LEAN PANEL 
TO MATCH EXISTING

FLOOR 
DIRECTION

FLOOR 
DIRECTION

FLOOR 
DIRECTION

FLOOR 
DIRECTION
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4x8 BRONZE FLOOR GRILLE 
UNDER BOOKCASE, RE: 3/A-105
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CLEAR

2'-9 3/4" INACTIVE DOOR
FIXED IN OPEN 
POSITION

FLUSH THRESHOLD 
CONDITION,
DECK ALIGNS W/ 
FINISH FLOOR
AT ACCESSIBLE DOOR

FIX DOOR TO WALL
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DETAIL 
8/A-104

PROPOSED ADDITIONAL RAMP & HANDRAILS, HANDRAIL 
IS TO EXTEND 12" BEYOND THE TOP & BOTTOM THE 
RAMP, TYP

AL
IG
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EXTEND LANDING AS REQUIRED TO ALIGN HANDRAIL 
WITH ADJACENT EXISTING COLUMN

1'-0"

1'-0"

WEST BEDROOM

2ND FLOOR ENTRY HALL

EAST BEDROOM

STORAGE

EX

Second Floor Plan
Scale: 1/4" = 1'-0"2

NEW 2X4 #1 
DOUGLAS FIR FRAMING
@ 16" O.C. MAX

PROVIDE MEMPHIS FOLDING 
STAIRS ULTIMATE 25 1/2" X 54" 
HEAVY DUTY PULL-DOWN STAIR 
FOR 9'-11" +/- CEILING HEIGHT. 
ADHERE THE PORTION OF 
EXISTING CEILING REMOVED TO 
ALLOW FOR INSTALLATION OF THE 
STAIR. TAKE SPECIAL CARE TO 
REMOVE AND REAPPLY THE 
SALVAGED CEILING BOARDS. 
SALVAGED CEILING BOARDS ARE 
TO BE AS SEAMLESS AS POSSIBLE 
WITH REVEALS NOT TO EXCEED 
1/8". CONFIRM EXACT PLACEMENT 
OF STAIR BEFORE PROCEEDING 
WITH ALTERATION. SEE 1/A-105

SEE 1/A-104 & 2/A-104 FOR DETAILS AND CEILING MODIFICATION
TO ACCOMMODATE NEW DRYWALL

NEW 5/8" TYPE-X GYP. BD.,
PROVIDE J-TRIM AND 
LEVEL 5 FINISH
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PROVIDE 3/4" CDX PLYWOOD 
SUBFLOOR IN ATTIC, FASTENED BY SCREWS
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Notes:

1. Reuse salvaged wood flooring at first 
floor. Provide additional reclaimed 
flooring as required. Provide finished 
and unfinished samples of salvaged and 
reclaimed flooring. Direction of floor 
pattern to match existing as indicated on 
floor plan.

2. Provide spring bronze 
weatherstripping at first floor exterior 
doors. Confirm details with Architect.

3. Fill cracks in existing masonry walls 
with a lime mortar mix. Refer to 
structural drawings for additional details. 

4. Where existing conduits have been 
removed and/or new penetrations have 
been made, re-mortar holes in existing 
mortar and provide new salvaged brick 
to patch holes in the existing brick.

5. Reset salvaged brick pavers with 
grouted mortar to match appearance of 
existing brick paving not disturbed 
during the course of the work. Provide 
custom grout samples for Architect's 
approval. 

6. Painting of exterior and interior 
surfaces is not part of this phase. 
Confirm with Owner if touch-up will be 
required.

Legends

Symbols Description Note
New recessed floor receptacle See 4/A-105

3/4" CDX plywood subfloor
in attic, fastened by screws
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