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March 25, 2016 
 
 
To: City of Houston Planning & Development Department 
 
 
Re: Proposed additions and renovations to existing residence at 3311 Del Monte Drive 
 
SITE 
The site is Tract 10, Block 8, River Oaks Country Club Estates, City of Houston, Harris 
County Texas, at the intersection of Del Monte Drive and River Oaks Boulevard. The 
property is an existing French Renaissance styled two and a half story house with a 
detached 2 story garage. The House is a painted brick veneer structure, with single-glazed 
steel divided lite doors and windows, and composition shingle roof. The original 7,347 
square foot house was built in 1936-1937 and is in excellent condition. The house is a 
Designated Landmark by the City of Houston. 
 
EXISTING ALTERATIONS 

 The original porte cochere on the west side was enclosed at some point to create a 
room with single-glazed wood divided lite doors and windows infilling the arched 
openings of the original porte cochere. 

 A master bedroom and garden room wing of substantial size was added in the 
1970’s on the east end of the house. This replaces and greatly expands upon a 
small wing containing a porch and nursery room above that was drawn on the 
original plans from 1936. 

 Louvered shutters that were shown on the front of the house in the original plans 
and a photograph from 1980 have been removed. 

 
PROPOSED ALTERATIONS 

 Custom wood shutters to match original drawings, the 1980 photograph (and one 
remaining shutter on the east end of the house) are proposed on the front elevation 
on the north side of the house. 

 Painted brick landscape walls are proposed in the front yard to flank the main 
body of the house to enhance the formality and symmetry of the entry facing the 
street. These walls will be detached from the house and screen views of the 
altered east and west ends of the house. 

 New steel divided lite doors and windows are proposed to match existing at the 
west wing first floor behind the landscape wall at the front street side of the house 
and on alterations on the back side of the house. These do not replace original 
windows or doors. 

 The rear, south facing facade is proposed to be altered and a new 1,800 square 
foot addition is proposed on the back, south-west portion of the house. 

 The existing two story garage is proposed to be demolished and replaced with a 
new, slightly larger two story garage matching the materials and style of the house 
and existing garage. 
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 The new covered walkway connecting the garage to the house and a pavilion 
adjoining the garage is proposed to have metal detailing based on French 
precedent. 
 

NEW EXTERIOR MATERIALS 
 Painted brick walls – details, brick and joint dimensions to match existing. 
 Composition shingles at roof to replace existing. 
 Steel framed divided lite windows and doors having gasketed glazing stops with 

sight lines matching existing single pane putty glazed windows and doors: Single 
glazed on existing structure. Double glazed steel windows and doors will be 
proposed where required by energy code on addition and new construction. 

 Wood single glazed divided lite door and sidelights custom fabricated to match 
existing single glazed divided lite door and sidelights where noted on elevations. 
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