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General Description 

PROPERTY 
DETAILS 

Gulf Building (JPMorgan Chase) 

712 Main Street, Houston, Harris County, Texas, 77002 

HCAD address: 707 Travis Street  

HCAD # 0010810000004, 0010810000007 

Block 81; Lots 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12; Tracts 3, 3A, 4, 11, 11A and 13 

HISTORIC 
LISTINGS 

City of Houston Landmark, 2004 

Recorded Texas Historic Landmark, 2007 

National Register of Historic Places, 1983 

National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark, 1997 

PROJECT 
SUMMARY 

The owner proposes to remove non-original windows, doors and storefront 
systems on the Main (east) and Rusk (south) elevations at the ground and second 
(mezzanine) levels. Currently several different storefront and window systems are 
installed at the ground and mezzanine levels. No original materials are proposed 
for removal.  

The design reintroduces retail space at the corner of Rusk and Main (former 
location of Sakowitz Brothers department store) and will reestablish views into and 
through the building. Dark tinted glass in black, thick frames and opaque glass in 
silver-toned frames will be removed and replaced with a consistent storefront 
system with clear class and bronze-toned frames. A boxed canopy over an 
entrance on Rusk will be removed and replaced with a light metal and glass 
canopy.  

The new ground level window and door design reference (but not replicate) historic 
storefront rhythm, proportions, glass clarity and frame coloring. At the mezzanine 
level, clear glass will be installed at the existing openings. This sensitive and 
compatible contemporary window solution allows for economy and flexibility for 
retail tenant build-outs, and may establish a new building standard for future work 
on bays or elevations not included in the current scope of work.  

HISTORIC 
SUMMARY 

Located in the center of downtown Houston, the Gulf Building is a significant 1920s 
Gothic and art Deco skyscraper. Architect Alfred C. Finn designed the original 30-
story building, which occupies a quarter of the block at the corner of Rusk and 
Main. The Gulf Building opened in 1929 with Gulf Oil, National Bank of Commerce, 
and Sakowitz Brothers as the primary tenants.  

After World War II two annexes, also designed by Finn, were added on Travis 
Street and Rusk Avenue. The annexes share the basic character and style of the 
original structure. In whole, the 712 Main building has an ‘L’ shaped footprint and 
occupies approximately three-quarters of the block. The adjacent building, 708 
Main is commonly owned and connected at the interior to the Gulf Building at 712 
Main. 708 Main, located at the corner of Main and Capitol, is not historically 
designated. 
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Existing Conditions & Proposed Work 

WORK AREA The proposed exterior work is confined to the ground and mezzanine levels of the 
building at the Main (west) and Rusk (south) elevations. Interior work is proposed 
at the north portion of the building fronting Main that connects to 708 Main. The 
Rusk and Main area is referred to as the “Retail and Currency Lounge” and the 
area connecting to 708 Main is referred to as the “Lobby and Portal”. 

At the exterior, bays M1 and M3 through R19 are proposed to be altered at the 
ground and mezzanine levels. Exterior work is described by bay location. Bays on 
each facade have been labeled with a letter and number; the first letter indicates 
the facing street and is followed by number, assigned clockwise from the start of 
the structure on the north side of Main (Figure 3). 

SURVEY 

SUMMARY 

During a March 2016 window and door survey of the lower levels at all facades of 
the 712 Main building, several window and door conditions were observed. 
Combinations of the following frame, glass, configuration, and hardware conditions 
were documented.  

Door and window frame variations: 

 Brushed aluminum (silver tone) 2.5” frame 

 Black aluminum 4+” frames 

 Brushed aluminum (light bronze tone)  

 Frameless with equally sized upper and lower rails with chrome finish 

 Frameless with taller lower rail with brushed aluminum (silver tone) finish 

 Painted aluminum frame (bronze tone) 

 Solid emergency door, painted 

Glass variations: 

 Opaque green-toned glass 

 Dark tinted glass 

 Clear glass 

Configuration variations: 

 Full bay width and height 

 Vertically divided bay 

 Transom 

 No transom 

Hardware variations:  

 Interior and exterior side rail handle pull and push plate 

 Interior and exterior single horizontal push/pull bar 

 Exterior handles and interior double tube horizontal push bars  
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BAY M1 

 

Existing: Bay M1, located on the far north side of the Main (east) elevation, has a 
non-original storefront comprised of brushed silver aluminum and opaque green-
tinted glass at the ground level. The storefront has 3 vertical sections with a door 
at the center section and transoms above all. The mezzanine level retains its 
historic decorative cast iron window surrounds. The three windows within the 
historic surrounds have two vertical sections each with bronze colored frames.  

Proposed: The ground level storefront will be removed and replaced with a new 
storefront system with 2.5” frames. The storefront will have 3 vertical sections with 
a central door and transoms above all. No alterations to the mezzanine level.  

Photos:  1A, 1B, 2A, 2B  

BAY M2 

 

Existing:  Bay M2 is a 3-story formal entrance bay to the lobby on Main Street. 
The ground level has non-original, frameless glass doors and sidelights. The upper 
two sections of the bay retain their historic decorative cast iron window details.  

Proposed: No alterations. 

Photos: 1A, 1B, 2B, 3A  

BAY M3 

 

Existing: Bay M3 is open below the mezzanine level. Setback beyond the front 
façade columns is a storefront system with a dark aluminum frame and dark tinted 
glass. The mezzanine level retains its historic decorative cast iron window 
surrounds. The mezzanine windows are aligned with the setback solid wall below 
and have a dark aluminum frame with dark tint glass. 

Proposed: At the ground level, a new storefront with 2.5” frame and clear glass 
will be installed, aligned with the front of the columns. The storefront will have 4 
vertical sections with the option to have a door at either side sections. All sections 
have transoms above. At the mezzanine level new clear glass will be installed at 
the existing openings. 

Photos: 1B, 2B, 4A, 5B  

BAY M4 & M5 

 

Existing: Bays M4 and M5 are open below the mezzanine level. Setback beyond 
the front façade columns is a storefront system with a dark aluminum frame and 
dark tinted glass. The mezzanine level retains its historic decorative cast iron 
window surrounds. The mezzanine windows are set behind, not within, the historic 
surrounds and are aligned with the dark framed storefront system.  

Proposed: At the ground level, a new storefront with 2.5” frame and clear glass 
will be installed, aligned with the front of the columns. Each bay storefront will have 
4 vertical sections with the option to have a door at either side sections. All 
sections have transoms above. At the mezzanine level new clear glass will be 
installed at the existing openings. 

Photos: 4A, 4B, 5B  
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BAY M6 

 

Existing: Bay M6 is a 3-story entrance bay similar to Bay M2, but does not retain 
any original decorative detail. The bay is open with a metal and plexi-glass 
transom spanning the 2nd level.   

Proposed: A new storefront with 2.5” frame and clear glass will be installed 
setback from the columns. The storefront will have 4 vertical sections with a 
double central door. The storefront system will continue up through the 3-story 
opening, and the horizontal divides will align with the historic horizontal elements 
of the neighboring bays. 

Photos: 5B, 6A, 6B  

BAY M7 

 

Existing: Bay M7 is open below the mezzanine level. Setback beyond the front 
façade columns is a storefront system with a dark aluminum frame and dark tinted 
glass. The mezzanine level retains its historic decorative cast iron window 
surrounds. The mezzanine windows are set behind, not within, the historic 
surrounds and are aligned with the dark framed storefront system.  

Proposed: At the ground level, a new storefront with 2.5” frame and clear glass 
will be installed, aligned with the front of the columns. The storefront will have 4 
vertical sections with the option to have a door at either side section. All sections 
have transoms above. At the mezzanine level new clear glass will be installed at 
the existing openings. 

Photos: 5B, 6B, 7A  

BAY M8 

 

Existing: Bay M8 is on a 45 degree angle at the corner of Rusk and Main. 
Setback beyond the front façade columns is a storefront system with a dark 
aluminum frame and dark tinted glass. The mezzanine level retains its historic 
decorative cast iron window surround but is not infilled with glass.  

Proposed: At the ground level, a new storefront window with 2.5” frame and clear 
glass will be installed, aligned with the front of the columns. The storefront will 
have 1 or 2 vertical sections and transoms above. At the mezzanine level new 
clear glass will be installed at the existing opening. 

Photos: 6B, 7A, 7B  

BAY R9 

 

Existing: Bay R9 has a storefront system installed in-line with the front of the 
columns. The storefront has a dark aluminum frame and dark tinted glass. The 
mezzanine level retains its historic decorative cast iron window surrounds and has 
dark tinted glass installed at the original three openings.  

Proposed: At the ground level, a new storefront window with 2.5” frame and clear 
glass will be installed aligned with the front of the columns. The windows will have 
3 vertical sections aligning with the vertical lines of the mezzanine above. All 
sections have transoms above. At the mezzanine level new clear glass will be 
installed at the existing openings. 

Photos: 7A, 7B, 8A  
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BAY R10-R13 

 

Existing: Bays R10 through R13 have a dark aluminum frame with dark tinted 
glass storefront system installed in-line with the front of the columns. The 
mezzanine level retains its historic decorative cast iron window surrounds and has 
dark tinted glass installed at the original four openings.  

Proposed: At the ground level, a new storefront window with 2.5” frame and clear 
glass will be installed aligned with the front of the columns. The windows will have 
4 vertical sections aligning with the vertical lines of the mezzanine above. All 
sections have transoms above. At the mezzanine level new clear glass will be 
installed at the existing openings. 

Photos: R7B, 8A, 8B, 11B  

BAY R14 

 

Existing: Bay R14 has a dark aluminum frame with dark tinted glass storefront 
system slightly setback, aligned with the center of the columns. The storefront has 
4 vertical sections; the three located at east side of the bay are doors. The fourth is 
a fixed window panel. The mezzanine level retains its historic decorative cast iron 
window surrounds and has dark tinted glass installed at the original four openings. 
Between the ground floor storefront and mezzanine windows is a non-original box 
canopy with Chase logo.  

Proposed: At the ground level, a new storefront system with 2.5” frame and clear 
glass will be installed aligned with the center of the columns. The storefront will 
have 4 vertical sections aligning with the vertical lines of the mezzanine above. 
The eastern three sections will have doors and the western section will have a 
fixed window. All sections have transoms above. At the mezzanine level new clear 
glass will be installed at the existing openings. The existing canopy will be 
removed and replaced with a new thin profile metal and glass canopy with applied 
metal lettering signage with the Chase logo.  

Photos: 8B, 10A, 10B  

BAY R15 

 

Existing: Bay R15 has a dark aluminum frame with dark tinted glass storefront 
system installed in-line with the front of the columns. The mezzanine level retains 
its historic decorative cast iron window surrounds and has dark tinted glass 
installed at 3 of the original 4 openings. One opening has a horizontal louvered 
panel installed to servicing the mechanical system.    

Proposed: At the ground level, a new storefront window with 2.5” frame and clear 
glass will be installed aligned with the front of the columns. The windows will have 
4 vertical sections aligning with the vertical lines of the mezzanine above. All 
sections have transoms above. At the mezzanine level new clear glass will be 
installed at 3 of the existing openings. One opening will retain an existing 
horizontal louvered panel that services the mechanical system. 

Photos: 8B, 9A, 11A  
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BAY R16 

 

Existing: Bay R16 has a dark aluminum frame with dark tinted glass storefront 
system installed in-line with the front of the columns. The mezzanine level retains 
its historic decorative cast iron window surrounds and has dark tinted glass 
installed at the three original openings.  

Proposed: At the ground level, a new storefront system with 2.5” frame and clear 
glass will be installed aligned with the front of the columns. The storefront will have 
3 vertical sections aligning with the vertical lines of the mezzanine above. The 
storefront system will be modified to extend to the ground, to allow a door to be 
placed in one of the sections.  All sections have transoms above. At the 
mezzanine level new clear glass will be installed at the existing openings.  

Photos: 8B, 9A, 9B, 11A  

BAY R17 

 

Existing: Bay R17 is a solid bay with a solid, painted emergency door. The 
mezzanine level has a horizontally louvered panel servicing the mechanical 
system. Bay R17 marks the transition between the original building and the Rusk 
annex. 

Proposed: No alterations.  

Photos: 9A, 9B, 11A  

BAY R18 

 

Existing: Bay R18 has a dark aluminum frame with dark tinted glass storefront 
system installed in-line with the front of the columns. The mezzanine level retains 
its historic lower decorative window panel and has dark tinted glass installed at the 
three original openings.  

Proposed: At the ground level, the existing storefront system will be removed and 
a new overhead door will be installed to accommodate a new trash service zone. 
The door will be metal and feature vented panels to service the mechanical 
system. At the mezzanine level new clear glass will be installed at the existing 
three openings. 

Photos: 9A, 9B, 11A  

BAY R19-22; 
T23-T35 and 
C35-C41 

 

The remaining bays on the Rusk elevation, R19-22, and all of Travis and Capitol 
Street elevations are not included in the current scope of work. No alterations are 
proposed. Photos and drawings are provided for context only.  

Photos: 9B, 12-18   

 
 
 



Gulf Building, 712 Main Street, Houston, Harris County, Texas 

Certificate of Appropriateness Application 
FIGURES 1  

 

 
 Figure 1: 712 Main, Gulf Building, Area Map; Stars: NR properties 
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Figure 2: 712 Main, Gulf Building, Site Map 
Courtesy: Google Earth 
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Figure 3: 712 Main, Gulf Building, and 708 Main First Floor Plan 
Dashed red lines: Bays; Pink: 712 Main area of work; Blue: 708 Main area of work; Grey: no work 
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 Figure 4: Gulf Building, Houston, Texas, c. 1940 

Courtesy: www.historichouston1836.com 
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 Figure 5A: Gulf Building, Houston, Texas, c.1940; Rusk and Main detail 

Courtesy: www.historichouston1836.com 
 

 
 Figure 5B: Gulf Building, Houston, Texas, c.1940; Rusk and Main detail 

Courtesy: University of Houston William R. Jenkins Architecture and Art Library 
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 Figure 6: Gulf Building, Houston, Texas, c.1940; Main St lobby entrance detail  

Courtesy: University of Houston William R. Jenkins Architecture and Art Library  
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Figure 7A:  Finn drawing of Gulf Building and annexes 
Courtesy: Houston Public Library, HMRC 
 

 
 
Figure 7B:  Finn drawing of Gulf Building and annexes 
Courtesy: Houston Public Library, HMRC 
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Figure 8A: Gulf Building, Houston, Texas, postcard detail, c.1940, Rusk and Main detail 
Courtesy: The Tichnor Brothers Collection, Boston Public Library 
 

 

  
Figure 8B: Gulf Building, Houston, Texas, current photo 
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Figure 9: Finn Architectural Drawings, 1928, Rusk window elevation detail 
Courtesy: Houston Public Library, HMRC 
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Figure 10A: Finn Architectural Drawings, 1928, Rusk window elevation detial 
Courtesy: Houston Public Library, HMRC 
 

 
 
Figure 10B: Finn Architectural Drawings, 1928, Rusk window and door elevation detail 
Courtesy: Houston Public Library, HMRC 
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Figure 11: Finn Architectural Drawings, 1928, Rusk window detail 
Courtesy: Houston Public Library, HMRC 
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Figure 12: Finn Architectural Drawings, 1928, Main window detail 
Courtesy: Houston Public Library, HMRC 
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Figure 13: Finn Architectural Drawings, 1928, Typical window and awning detail  
Courtesy: Houston Public Library, HMRC 
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A:  Main (east) elevation of 708 & 712 Main; Bays M2, M1; View W 

File: L1030718 

 

 

B:  Main (east) elevation; Bays M3, M2, M1; View W 

File: L1030719 
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A: Main (east) elevation; Bays M5, M4, M3, M2, 
M1; View SW 

File: DSC_0016 

 

B: Main (east) elevation, storefront detail; Bay M1; 
View SW 

File: DSC_0025 
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A: Main (east) elevation, storefront detail, Bay M2; 
View SW 

File: DSC_0023 

 

B: Main (east) elevation, storefront detail; Bay M4; 
View NW 

File: DSC_0022 
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A: Main (east) elevation; Bays M4, M3, M2; View NW 

File: DSC_0014 

 

 

B: Main (east) elevation; Bays M5, M4; View W 

File: DSC_0018 
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A: Main (east) elevation, mezzanine detail; Bay 
M7; View N 

File: DSC_0048 

 

B: Main (east) elevation, inset storefront detail; 
Bays M7, M6, M5, M4, M3; View N 

File: DSC_0021 
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A: Main (east) eleation; Bays M6, M5; View W 

File: DSC_0013 

 

B: Rusk & Main (southeast ) corner and Main 
(east) elevation; Bays M8, M7, M6, M5; View NW 

File: DSC_0011 
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A: Rusk & Main (southeast) corner elevation; Bays 
R9, M8, M7; View NW 

File: DSC_0049 

 

B: Rusk (east) elevation; Bays R13, R12, R11, 
R10, R9, M8; View W 

File: DSC_0006 
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A: Rusk (east) elevation: Bays R12, R11, R10, R9; View N 

File: DSC_0005 

 

 

B: Rusk (south) elevation; Bays R16, R15, R14, R13, R12; View N 

File: DSC_0003 
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A: Rusk (south) elevation; Bays R19, R18, R17, R16, R15, R14; View N 

File: DSC_0004 

 

 

B: Rusk (south) elevation; Bays R22, R21, R20, R19, R18, R17, R16; View NE 

File: DSC_0002 
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A:  Rusk (south) elevation; Bays R14, R13, R12, R11, R10, R09; View E 

File: DSC_0043 

 

 

B: Rusk (south) elevation, storefront and canopy detail; Bay R14: View NW 

File: DSC_0044 
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A: Rusk (south) elevation; Bays R18, R17, R16, 
R15; View E  

File: DSC_0041 

 

B: Rusk (south) elevation, storefront and 
mezzanine detail; Bay  R12; View W 

File: DSC_0046 
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A:  Travis (west) elevation; Bays T26, T25, T24, T23; View E 

File: L1030780 

 

 

B: Travis (west) elevation: Bays T28, T27, T26, T25; View E 

File: L1030781 
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A:  Travis (west) elevation; Bays T30, T29, 728: View E 

File: L1030782 

 

 

B: Travis (west) elevation; Bays T32, T31, T30, T29; View E 

File: L1030783 
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A:  Travis (west) elevation; Bays T34, T33, T32, T31: View E 

File: L1030783 

 

 

B:  Travis (west) elevation; Bay T23: View E 

File: L1030737 
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A: Travis (west)elevation; Bays T24, T25, T26; View NE 

File: L1030738 

 

 

B: Travis (west) elevation; Bays T26, T27, T28 

File: L1030739 
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A: Travis (west) elevation; Bay T28; View E 

File: L1030741 

 

 

B: Travis (west) elevation; Bay T30, T29, T28; View SE 

File: L1030743 
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A: Travis (west) elevation; Bay T30, T31 T32, T33, T34; View NE 

File: L1030745 

 

 

B:  Capitol (north) elevation; Bays C38, C37, C36, C35; View S 

File: L1030760 
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A:  Travis (west) elevation; Bays C41, C40, C39, C38, C37: View S 

File: L1030759 

 

 

B:  Travis (west) elevation; Bay C39: View S 

File: L1030749 
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