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Houston Watch Company, 913 Franklin Street
Certificate of Appropriateness Application

Property Description and Proposed Alterations

The property at 913 Franklin St. is a Contributing structure in the Main Street Market Square Historic District.
The 9-story commercial building opened in 1911 as the Southern Pacific Railroad Building and in the late
1990s was converted into the Bayou Lofts. The upper floors contain residential units and the ground floor is
commercial space [figure 1]. The Houston Watch Company, a new neighborhood bar named after the former
timepiece company that originally occupied the space [figure 2], is located at the ground floor adjacent to the
Bayou Lofts lobby.

The front elevation facing Franklin Street is divided into 8 bays. The Houston Watch Company occupies the 7t
bay from Fannin Street [figure 3]. The street level facade has been altered several times, all original storefront
systems and architectural details within the bays have been removed and replaced. At some point, most likely
in the 1970s or 80s, most of the central bays were infilled with brick [figure 4].

Currently, the Houston Watch Co. bay and the 5™ storefront bay, remain infilled with brick. The brick infill
includes an outer brick frame, brick cornice band above the door, and two square brick details at the upper
section. The entry is inset with aluminum frame and glass door and sidelights.

We propose to install a new canopy and commercial sign. No alterations are proposed to the brick
facade, or aluminum and glass storefront.

Similar to the retracting canopy of the original Houston Watch Company, the proposed canopy will span the
width of the storefront. The lower edge of the canopy will align with the top of the brick ledge above the
doorway, and the top of the canopy will fall slightly below the square brick details at the upper section of the
facade. Per Bayou Lofts regulations, the canvas canopy will be “Jockey Red” and feature the Houston Watch
Company logo. The canopy frame will be constructed of a metal frame and supported by two metal support
columns. The canopy will project to align with the existing accessibility ramp handrail support for the adjacent
commercial space.

The canopy is 14' 3.5" wide, 6' 9" projecting from our facade, 2'9" tall at the facade, and 10" tall at the front.
The clearance from the ground to the bottom of the canopy is 8' 5". The lettering on the front reading "Houston
Watch Co." will be ~8" tall in black lettering with gold trim. The eyeglasses logo (seen in photographs of the
original Houston Watch Co. from 1928 placed above the door [figure 2]) will be approximately 9' wide and 3'
tall.

The two-sided sign will be installed above the canopy. The sign will be an internally-lit sign constructed of metal
and plastic featuring the Houston Watch Company logo. The sign will be anchored with support guide wires
tied into existing square stone caps at the top corners of the brick storefront infill.

The sign will be 20" at the center-point peak height and 6' long, internally lit by LED with translucent polycarb
faces featuring the Houston Watch Co logo.

See figures 5-12 for further detail.
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Figure 1 - Recent photo of Bayou Lofts Building
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Figure 2 — Historic Photo, original Houston Watch Co. storefront
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Figure 3- Google Street View, June 2015

Figure 4 - Bayou Lofts building circa 1980 with infilled lower bays
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Figure 5 — Current Houston Watch Company facade

Figure 6 — Proposed Houston Watch Company facade
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Figure 7 — Current Houston Watch Company facade

Figure 8 — Proposed Houston Watch Company facade
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Figure 9 — Proposed Houston Watch Company facade
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Figure 10 — Proposed Houston Watch Company canopy
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Figure 11 - Proposed Canopy with Dimensions
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Figure 12 - Proposed Sign with Dimensions
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