


 

To: Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission 

From: Brickmoon Design 

Date: July 6th, 2016 

Subject: 536 Harvard 

 

I am writing this letter on behalf of the homeowner at 536 Harvard in order to provide a 
professional opinion to the changes requested by the HAHC. The staff members at the 
HAHC have asked that issues with the current front porch, front steps, front columns, 
front door and windows, and removed windows be addressed. 

The items discussed below are the result of issues created by the builder who 
completed work without approval from the HAHC. The work was not performed in 
accordance with the original COA and the homeowner was sold the house without any 
knowledge of this negligence.  

Slate tile has been added on top of the existing brick porch and steps. The process 
required to remove the slate tile and grout will likely cause damage to the existing brick 
below it. The existing material will not be in the same condition it was before the tiles 
were applied. I would propose that the slate tile be allowed to remain since the original 
material would be compromised and require replacement in order to remove the tiles. 

The existing front porch columns have been encased within a brick and concrete base. 
It is unclear as to how the builder encased the existing columns within the brick bases. 
The process of removing the brick and the concrete cap that surrounds the existing 
column will likely cause damage to the existing column surround. If the brick could be 
removed successfully, the existing column will not be in its original condition and will 
also likely need to be replaced. I would propose that the existing column condition be 
allowed to remain since the original material would be compromised during the removal 
process and require replacement. 

The original front door was replaced by the builder and it no longer exists. The historic 
material has been removed and discarded by the builder prior to the homeowner 



purchasing the home. I would propose that a different style of door be chosen in order 
to better match the original historic door style. 

The two original doors on either side of the main door, which once led to separate 
entrances of the fourplex, were approved to be replaced with 9 lite windows. However, 
the builder chose to install single lite, frosted glass picture windows prior to the 
homeowner purchasing the home. I would propose that the type of window that was 
originally approved by the HAHC be installed in place of the picture windows.  

Five original windows were also removed by the builder during the construction process. 
The historic material was removed and discarded by the builder before the homeowner 
purchased the house. Putting new, non-original windows back in their existing locations 
does not add any historic fabric back to the home. Those window locations also no 
longer work with the current house design. The two large windows on the north side 
would be located within the master shower, which would allow no privacy and cause 
water issues since the shower heads face the window. The three small windows on the 
north side are located at wall intersections in the master bath and closet, and the two 
windows on the south side would be located off-center in the living room and 
gameroom. I would propose that the current window conditions be allowed to remain 
since the historic fabric has already been destroyed.  

In addition to the builder not following the original COA and not disclosing this 
information to the current homeowner, he also sold the house to the current homeowner 
by telling them that it wouldn’t be a problem to lime wash over the original bricked in 
window locations to make the house look better. In our professional opinion, this 
homeowner was deceived and placed in a situation that is completely out of their 
control. They are now in a position to have to fix issues that were not disclosed and, as 
a result, are in a very unusual situation where the fault lies completely with another 
party that no longer has ownership of the house.  Now they are being asked to make 
some significant changes to the house they purchased that will require them to spend a 
significant amount of money to fix something that was completely out of their control.  
This is a very unfortunate situation. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jeremy McFarland 

Brickmoon Design 

 

 

Please see existing photos below for reference: 



 

View of current frosted glass window facing into master bathroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View of current master shower. This would be the location of the two large windows that 
were removed and the HAHC is asking to be put back. Shower heads are located on 
the opposite wall and point directly towards the windows. 



 

View of slate tile that was placed over the existing brick porch and steps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View of current porch columns. The right view shows the concrete cap over the brick 

base that fully surrounds the original column. 
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