PLANNING &
DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
APPLICATION FORM

PROPERTY

Address 900 Commerce St. Houston, T¥ 77002 (HD Inventory: 902-908 Commerce; HCAD: 915 Franklin #CU4)

Historic District / Landmark Main Street Market Square Historic District HCAD# 1207900000110

Subdivision n/a, see legal description below Lot n/a Block 15

Legal Description: UNIT CU#4 ,0404 INT COMMON LAND & ELE Bayou Lofts Condo &th Amend.

DESIGNATION TYPE PROPOSED ACTION

[] Landmark [X] Contributing [X] Alteration or Addition ] Relocation

[J Protected Landmark [[] Noncontributing Restoration ] Demolition

[[] Archaeological Site [] vacant [] New Construction [] Excavation

DOCUMENTS

[X Application checklist for each proposed action and all applicable documentation listed within are attached

OWNER APPLICANT (if other than owner)

iric Steve A. Radom Name Rusty Bienvenue

Company Bayou Retaill Partners LP Company ATA Houston

Mailing Address 1245 West 18th St. Mailing Address 315 Capitol, Suite 120
Houston, TX 77008 Houston, TX 77002

Phone 713.7783.4444 Phoris 713,520.0155

Email

Signature -‘-. Signaturg™™ /) M(\——’A
Date J/ant 27.' 20/ L Date ﬁ e B /[ (1\

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY

Requirements: A complete application includes all applicable information requested on checklists to provide a complete
and accurate description of existing and proposed conditions. Preliminary review meeting or site visit with staff may be
necessary to process the application. Owner contact information and signature is required. Late or incomplete
applications will not be considered.

Deed Restrictions: You have verified that the work does not violate applicable deed restrictions.

Public Records: If attached materials are protected by copyright law, you grant the City of Houston, its officers, agencies,
departments, and employees, non-exclusive rights io reproduce, distribute and publish copyrighted materials before the
Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission, the Planning Commission, City Council, and other City of Houston
commissions, agencies, and departments, on a City of Houston website, or other public forum for the purposes of
application for a Certificate of Appropriateness or building permit, and other educaticnal and not for profit purposes. You
hereby represent that you possess the requisite permission or rights being conveyed here to the City.

Compliance: If granted, you agree to comply with all conditions of the COA. Revisions to approved work require staff
review and may require a new application and HAHG approval. Failure to comply with the COA may result in project
delays, fines or other penalties.

Pianner: Application received: ____ / /__ Application complete: __/___/___

Rev. 01.2016



CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
ALTERATION & ADDITON CHECKLIST

Well in_advance of the COA application deadline contact staff to discuss your project and, if necessary, to

make an appointment to meet with staff for a project consultation.

Complete all applicable items and submit with the COA application form. Staff can assist you

in determining what items
are required for your scope of work. An incomplete application may cause delays in processing or may be deferred to the
next agenda. Application materials must clearly represent current and proposed conditions. Refer to Houston Code of

Ordinances, Ch. 33 VII, Sec. 33-241 for approval criteria for alteration, rehabilitation, restoration and additions.

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 900 Commerce St. Houston, TX 77002

BUILDING TYPE ALTERATION TYPE

[] single-family residence  [] garage [] addition ]
] multi-family residence [] carport [] foundation X
X] commercial building [] accessory structure [] wall siding or cladding X
[ ] mixed use building ] other X] windows or doors ]
[] institutional building ] porch or balcony U]

WRITTEN DESCRIPTION

property description, current conditions and any prior alterations or additions

proposed work; plans to change any exterior features, and/or addition description

M XX KX

proposed new materials description; attach specification sheets if necessary

PHOTOGRAPHS label photos with description and location
X elevations of all sides
[] detail photos of exterior elements subject to proposed work

X] historical photos as evidence for restoration work

roof

awning or canopy
commercial sign
ramp or lift

other

current building material conditions and originality of any materials proposed to be repaired or replaced

DRAWINGS scale like drawings the same; include all dimensions and drawing scale; label with cardinal directions

current site plan demolition plan

proposed site plan current roof plan
current floor plans proposed roof plan
proposed floor plans current elevations (all sides)

current window and door schedule proposed elevations (all sides)

MNMNNMKXNXKX
MXXMUOQ

proposed window and door schedule perspective and/or line of sight

Rev. 10.2014
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NARRATIVE

Certificate of Appropriateness Application

B.A. Riesner Building (aka Topek Building)
900 Commerce Street, Houston, Texas
Main Street Market Square Historic District, Contributing Structure

Property Description

The historic 1906 B.A. Riesner Building is located in downtown Houston at the corner of
Commerce and Travis and is located within both the national and locally designated Main Street
Market Square Historic Districts. The subject of this application is the 5,618 square foot ground
level space, as well as the three-story facades facing Commerce and Travis Streets. The
ground floor is currently vacant. Working with Murphy Mears Architects, AIA Houston plans to
convert the space into the new Architecture Center Houston (ArCH). The first phase of the
project includes work to the Riesner Building. The second phase includes work to the boiler
room of the adjacent Bayou Lofts Building (1911 Southern Pacific Railroad Building). The
second phase scope of work is not included in this COA application.

Historic & Current Conditions

The Riesner building is a three-story structure with a brick veneer fagade. The upper levels of
the structure consist only of the historic facades facing Commerce and Travis. The structure
behind has been removed, and a parking garage that spans the block has been tucked behind
the fagade. The brick fagade and cornice details are in good condition.

The 78' Commerce Street elevation has a 3-bay composition. At the second and third levels
each bay has three window openings; all upper floor windows have been enclosed from behind
with brick, masking the garage behind. No original window materials remain, only the openings,
which have been painted a contrasting color from the main fagade brick. The original second
level windows were double-hung with a 6-over-6 lite configuration with a 3-panel transom
above. The original top-level windows were arched at the top and double-hung with 6-over-6
lites. The arched portion of the opening has been in-fiilled with brick flush to the exterior wall.

The cornice has an original intricate brick detail. The tiles at the original shallow cantilevered
roof have been removed. The building’s stone nameplate frame remains at the top of the center
bay, however the “Riesner” lettering has been removed. At the ground level, all original doors,
windows, clerestory windows and canopies have been removed. The original clerestory
windows had a 7-over-7 lite configuration and tilted horizontally at the center. The original
canopy was hung from the building with chain tiebacks and a cast metal lion’s head anchor.
The ground level bays have been in-filled with an approximately 3' tall brick lower ledge and
with a dark aluminum storefront system above. The two side bays have centered double
entrance doors.

The 66' Travis Street elevation has a similar upper level window conditions and original
configurations as the Commerce Street elevation described above. Both upper levels have a
series of 6 window openings blocked with brick from behind. The arches at the upper window
openings have been in-filled with brick flush with the exterior wall. Originally, the ground floor
had doors and windows covered by a canopy at the corner, followed by 4 square clerestory
windows; and two recessed openings with doors with transoms at the far south side. The
original openings at the ground level aligned with the openings above. Currently, three large
square storefront windows have been installed at the north side of the facade. At the south side
of the fagade, one of the recessed openings remains recessed while another has been in-filled
flush with the exterior wall; both have a single metal door. The original opening locations can be

COA Application, 900 Commerce St. Page 1 of 8



NARRATIVE

seen by the remaining brick ledge at the clerestory windows and variation at the infill brick
texture and mortar joints pattern.

Proposed Work

The new occupant of the space, AIA Houston, proposes to restore and alter the exterior facades
to accommodate the conversion of the space to the new Architecture Center Houston (ArCH).
No existing original materials are proposed for removal.

At both the Commerce Street and Travis Street elevations:

New clay tiles will be installed at the original shallow cantilevered roof.

At the upper windows, the flush in-fill brick will be removed and the arch will be restored.
At the second and third level window openings, install new window frames matching the
original 6-over-6 and 3-panel transom lite configurations, with screen panels instead of
glass.

Paint will be removed from the existing brick and limestone

Install new signage at the storefront glass. Graphics to represent the address and
organization name on vinyl or similar material affixed to the glass at the ground level.

At the Commerce Street elevation:

All non-original storefront and brick will be removed at the three ground floor bays

Each bay will receive a new steel frame storefront system that references the three-part
rhythm of the upper level windows; and the original door, window, canopy and transom
conditions.

From floor to existing steel header, each section of the ground level infill is comprised of
a 3' painted steel flood prevention panels, 6' tall windows, a 3" aluminum awning, and a
4' transom window. The center transom at each bay will be an operable awning window.
The eastern bay will have a double entry door, recessed from the storefront system and
equipped with an automatic floodgate.

At the Travis Street elevation:

Remove three non-original windows at the ground level

At the northern edge (street corner), install a new storefront system to fit the original
opening. Infill system to match Commerce Street steel, window, canopy, and transom
system described above. The northern central window will be an operable out-swing
casement; both transoms will be operable awning windows.

Remove the brick infill at the four original square clerestory window openings and install
a new steel frame, single pane window at each opening. Restore the brick window ledge
at the first clerestory opening from Commerce Street.

Install a new steel exit door with sidelight and floodgate below the fifth clerestory window
from Commerce Street.

Remove the metal door located flush to the fagcade, between the upper 5" and 6"
windows from Commerce Street, and patch the opening with matching fagcade brick.

COA Application, 900 Commerce St. Page 2 of 8



DRAWINGS

Historic Photos

Commerce and Travis Elevations, circa 1915

900 block of Commerce, 1906 — Riesner building light colored structure middle left

COA Application, 900 Commerce St. Page 3 of 8



DRAWINGS

Current Elevations

Commerce and Travis Elevations; 2016

Commerce St Elevation (north) and connected parking structure; 2016
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DRAWINGS

Current Elevations

Commerce St Elevation (north); 2016

Travis Street Elevation (west); 2016
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DRAWINGS

Historic Site Plan

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1907, Volume 1; illustrating original canopy line.

COA Application, 900 Commerce St. Page 6 of 8



DRAWINGS

Current Site Plan

Google Earth Aerial Photo, 2015; Dashed indicates Riesner Building and Bayou Loft boiler room
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DRAWINGS

Attachment A — Drawing Index:

Proposed Site Plan

A1.1 — Comprehensive Plan
Current Floor Plan

1 — Existing Street Level Floor Plans
Proposed Floor Plan

A2.1 — Phase One Plan

Current Elevations

A8 — Commerce elevation Existing
A8 — Travis Elevation Existing
Proposed Elevations

A3.1 — Commerce Street Elevation

A4.1 — Travis Street Elevation (correct title)

Current Windows and Doors

A8 — Commerce Elevation Existing
A8 — Travis Elevation Existing
Proposed Windows and Doors
A3.1 — Commerce Street Elevation
A4.1 — Travis Street Elevation

A5 — Partial Commerce St. Elevation
A5 — Partial Travis St. Elevation

A6 — Storefront at Commerce Elevation
A6 — Windows at Travis Elevation
Historic Canopy

A8 — Commerce Elevation ¢.1906
A8 — Travis Elevation ¢.1906
Proposed Canopy

A3.1 — Commerce Street Elevation
A3.3 — Section

A12 — Preliminary Awning Study
Proposed Signage

STF2 — Storefront & Flood Protection

COA Application, 900 Commerce St.
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COMMERCE STREET

TRAVIS STREET

Existing Street Level Floor Plans

SCALE: 1/8"=1'-0"

ATTACHMENT A - COA Application, 900 Commerce St.
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