














Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for construction of new single-family, 2-story home 
Address: 939 Harvard Street 
Applicant: Rebecca and George Burdette, property owners  
submitted: 30 June 2015 for 22 July 2015 meeting of the HAHC 
 
 
Project goal 
Rebecca and George Burdette propose to build a new two-story home at 939 Harvard Street, in the 
Houston Heights South Historic District as a home to support the needs of their family of four. 
The clients respect the character of the Heights neighborhood, currently live in the Norhill District, and 
hope to build a home that is appropriate for the street and for their near- and long-term goals. 
 
Neighborhood references 
References are made to neighboring contributing structures in the selection of pier&beam foundation, 
siding material, roof shape & overhangs, heights and massing of architectural elements, large 2-over-1 
windows, a sizeable front porch, exposed rafter tails, simple porch railings on the front porch, and a 
limited use of brackets. 
Front steps are brick, referencing neighborhood’s contributing structures. (RE: 609 Harvard, 611 
Harvard, 625 Harvard, 628 Harvard, 643 Harvard, 703 Harvard, 714 Harvard, 823 Harvard, 831 
Harvard, and 839 Harvard – photographs attached).  
 
Site 
The site is a vacant lot with alley access for garage placement at the rear of the property, leaving the full 
50’ width of the front yard unpaved for driveway. A very large tree in the Harvard Street right-of-way (on 
the south corner) shades the front yard. We have positioned the house with the front porch one-story 
roof to align with street-façade building line of six (6) contributing structures on the 900 block of Harvard 
Street. 
(RE: 935 Harvard, 927 Harvard, 923 Harvard, 911 Harvard, 930 Harvard, 926 Harvard – photographs 
attached). 
 
House dimensions 
Total AC sf: 3,002 [downstairs: 1,710sf downstairs; upstairs: 1,292sf upstairs] 
Total covered porches sf: 973 [downstairs: 161sf front porch, 220sf back porch, 482sf covered patio 
between house and garage; upstairs: 130sf master bedroom balcony] 
House front porch eave ht: 10'-10" 
House upstairs eave ht: 22'11-3/4" 
House overall ridge ht: 31'10-1/4" 
 
Garage and dimensions  
A separate alley-access 2-car garage (with upstairs for future use) will be built at allowable building lines 
on the corner of the property to allow for maximized back yard space. 
Garage upstairs eave ht: 19'9-1/2" 
Garage overall ridge ht: 27'3-3/4 
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Architectural massing 
Acknowledging the scale of neighboring houses, the home is massed such that the 20’ wide one-story 
porch is the primary façade, with the two-story section (housing Study downstairs; Bedroom upstairs) is 
recessed 2’-10” behind the porch façade.  
Behind the porch, which is 7’-6” deep, is a further-recessed two-story portion (entry and dining 
downstairs; Bedroom upstairs).  
 
Roof 
The roof references the Craftsman styling of many Heights houses with its lower 6:12 pitch roof and 
exposed rafter tails. 
The roof is 6:12 pitch with a front gable recessed from a gable-fronted 12'8" wide front two-story section 
with a window bay. The roof is composite shingle - except for the 1-story roof over the Kitchen portion 
that connects to the garage building, and the roof over the upstairs screened balcony. These are 
standing seam metal. The eave is a 1'6" overhang (typ) with exposed rafter tails. 
 
Siding 
Hardie (or equal) cement-fiber siding in two sizes will cover the house and the garage. 
6" visible siding is the predominant material, with 4" visible siding on the BR3 bay [front elevation], the 
stairwell bay [North side elevation], and the Kitchen single-story portion [South side and rear elevation]. 
The same materials will be used on the garage, with 6" visible siding up to the upstairs sill height, with 
4" visible siding above. 
 
Windows 
Windows are 2-over-1 wood, double-hung, painted. 
Windows are typically 2'8" x 6'0" with 8'-0" headers on both floors. 
Windows in bathrooms are typically 2'8 x 4'-0" with 8'-0" headers on both floors. 
 
 
Submitted by:  
L. Darin Brooks, principal 
Brooks Design Works, LLC 

 
713.480.4359 
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15’ setback 
Acknowledging the existing conditions of more than one contributing structure on the 900 Harvard street 
face and provided our massing designed to break-up the house’s front elevation to avoid an 
overwhelming presence , we propose the allowance of a 15’ setback for a cohesive, street elevation for 
this new construction, which sits between two existing, 2-story contributing structures.  
We have minimized the roof pitch and the structural design to ensure that our new house will not be the 
tallest on the street to overshadow the historic properties adjacent to us, while providing the amenities 
required by the Client.  
 

  
 
measuring front edge of porch structure,   facades of contributing structures to the South 
steps extend beyond 15’ building line  align at the 15’ building line 
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Brick porch steps 
Acknowledging the existing conditions of more than one contributing structure in the Houston Heights 
South Historic District, these all on the Harvard street, we propose the Client-requested brick porch 
steps, per drawing.  
 

    
609 Harvard      611 Harvard          625 Harvard 
 

     
628 Harvard     643 Harvard      703 Harvard 
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Brick porch steps (continued) 
Acknowledging the existing conditions of more than one contributing structure in the Houston Heights 
South Historic District, these all on the Harvard street, we propose the Client-requested brick porch 
steps, per drawing.  
 

     
714 Harvard      823 Harvard       831 Harvard 



Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for construction of new single-family, 2-story home 
Address: 939 Harvard Street 
Applicant: Rebecca and George Burdette, property owners  
submitted: 30 June 2015 for 22 July 2015 meeting of the HAHC 
 
 
Project goal 
Rebecca and George Burdette propose to build a new two-story home at 939 Harvard Street, in the 
Houston Heights South Historic District as a home to support the needs of their family of four. 
The clients respect the character of the Heights neighborhood, currently live in the Norhill District, and 
hope to build a home that is appropriate for the street and for their near- and long-term goals. 
 
Neighborhood references 
References are made to neighboring contributing structures in the selection of pier&beam foundation, 
siding material, roof shape & overhangs, heights and massing of architectural elements, large 2-over-1 
windows, a sizeable front porch, exposed rafter tails, simple porch railings on the front porch, and a 
limited use of brackets. 
Front steps are brick, referencing neighborhood’s contributing structures. (RE: 609 Harvard, 611 
Harvard, 625 Harvard, 628 Harvard, 643 Harvard, 703 Harvard, 714 Harvard, 823 Harvard, 831 
Harvard, and 839 Harvard – photographs attached).  
 
Site 
The site is a vacant lot with alley access for garage placement at the rear of the property, leaving the full 
50’ width of the front yard unpaved for driveway. A very large tree in the Harvard Street right-of-way (on 
the south corner) shades the front yard. We have positioned the house with the front porch one-story 
roof to align with street-façade building line of six (6) contributing structures on the 900 block of Harvard 
Street. 
(RE: 935 Harvard, 927 Harvard, 923 Harvard, 911 Harvard, 930 Harvard, 926 Harvard – photographs 
attached). 
 
House dimensions 
Total AC sf: 3,002 [downstairs: 1,710sf downstairs; upstairs: 1,292sf upstairs] 
Total covered porches sf: 973 [downstairs: 161sf front porch, 220sf back porch, 482sf covered patio 
between house and garage; upstairs: 130sf master bedroom balcony] 
House front porch eave ht: 10'-10" 
House upstairs eave ht: 22'11-3/4" 
House overall ridge ht: 31'10-1/4" 
 
Garage and dimensions  
A separate alley-access 2-car garage (with upstairs for future use) will be built at allowable building lines 
on the corner of the property to allow for maximized back yard space. 
Garage upstairs eave ht: 19'9-1/2" 
Garage overall ridge ht: 27'3-3/4 
 



Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for construction of new single-family, 2-story home 
Address: 939 Harvard Street 
page 2 
 
 
 
Architectural massing 
Acknowledging the scale of neighboring houses, the home is massed such that the 20’ wide one-story 
porch is the primary façade, with the two-story section (housing Study downstairs; Bedroom upstairs) is 
recessed 2’-10” behind the porch façade.  
Behind the porch, which is 7’-6” deep, is a further-recessed two-story portion (entry and dining 
downstairs; Bedroom upstairs).  
 
Roof 
The roof references the Craftsman styling of many Heights houses with its lower 6:12 pitch roof and 
exposed rafter tails. 
The roof is 6:12 pitch with a front gable recessed from a gable-fronted 12'8" wide front two-story section 
with a window bay. The roof is composite shingle - except for the 1-story roof over the Kitchen portion 
that connects to the garage building, and the roof over the upstairs screened balcony. These are 
standing seam metal. The eave is a 1'6" overhang (typ) with exposed rafter tails. 
 
Siding 
Hardie (or equal) cement-fiber siding in two sizes will cover the house and the garage. 
6" visible siding is the predominant material, with 4" visible siding on the BR3 bay [front elevation], the 
stairwell bay [North side elevation], and the Kitchen single-story portion [South side and rear elevation]. 
The same materials will be used on the garage, with 6" visible siding up to the upstairs sill height, with 
4" visible siding above. 
 
Windows 
Windows are 2-over-1 wood, double-hung, painted. 
Windows are typically 2'8" x 6'0" with 8'-0" headers on both floors. 
Windows in bathrooms are typically 2'8 x 4'-0" with 8'-0" headers on both floors. 
 
 
Submitted by:  
L. Darin Brooks, principal 
Brooks Design Works, LLC 

 
713.480.4359 
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15’ setback 
Acknowledging the existing conditions of more than 60% of the structures on the 900 Harvard street 
face and provided our massing designed to break-up the house’s front elevation to avoid an 
overwhelming presence , we propose the allowance of a 15’ setback for a cohesive, street elevation for 
this new construction, which sits between two existing, 2-story contributing structures.  
We have minimized the roof pitch and the structural design to ensure that our new house will not be the 
tallest on the street to overshadow the historic properties adjacent to us, while providing the amenities 
required by the Client.  
 

(from the City of Houston Historic Preservation Manual)  

Criterion #1 
The new construction must match the typical setbacks of existing contributing structures in the 
historic district; 

The setback (the distance from property line to the structure) of the new construction must be compatible 
with the historic setbacks of the district. At the front, it is considered good practice to match the prevailing 
setback of blockface as to not disrupt the rhythm of the streetscape. 

 
 

       
 
measuring front edge of porch structure,   facades of contributing structures to the South 
steps extend beyond 15’ building line  align at the 15’ building line 
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Brick porch steps 
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609 Harvard      611 Harvard          625 Harvard 
 

     
628 Harvard     643 Harvard      703 Harvard 
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Brick porch steps (continued) 
Acknowledging the existing conditions of more than one contributing structure in the Houston Heights 
South Historic District, these all on the Harvard street, we propose the Client-requested brick porch 
steps, per drawing.  
 

     
714 Harvard      823 Harvard       831 Harvard 
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