
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

APPLICATION FORM DEPARTMENT

PROPERTY

Address 77O LR ‘L
Historic District I Landmark HCAD # 0 j‘ 0 ,7 0 DO 00(2 3
Subdivision Lot S ‘4 C Block 3
DESIGNATION TYPE

E Landmark

U Protected Landmark

Archaeological Site

U Contributing

U Noncontributing

U Vacant

PROPOSED ACTION
Alteration or Addition

fl Restoration

U New Construction

fl Relocation

Demolition

U Excavation

DOCUMENTS
Application checklist for each proposed action and all applicable documentation listed within are attached

OWNER

Name 1/Jo0\c’ftbOJ .1t)t’1r( LT
Company

Mailing Address Sfl t3 1 S U &I’e’ 413 ‘tI
1’ 77’jo(

Phone V I — 1,3 o-Zl22
Email

Sign ature t’L’L’”
Date f24( IS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY

APPLICANT (if other than owner)

Requirements: A complete application includes all applicable information requested on checklists to provide a complete
and accurate description of existing and proposed conditions. Preliminary review meeting or site visit with staff may be
necessary to process the application. Owner contact information and signature is required. Late or incomplete
applications will not be considered.

Deed Restrictions: You have verified that the work does not violate applicable deed restrictions.

Public Records: If attached materials are protected by copyright law, you grant the City of Houston, its officers, agencies,
departments, and employees, non-exclusive rights to reproduce, distribute and publish copyrighted materials before the
Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission, the Planning Commission, City Council, and other City of Houston
commissions, agencies, and departments, on a City of Houston website, or other public forum for the purposes of
application for a Certificate of Appropriateness or building permit, and other educational and not for profit purposes. You
hereby represent that you possess the requisite permission or rights being conveyed here to the City.

Compliance: If granted, you agree to comply with all conditions of the COA. Revisions to approved work require staff
review and may require a new application and HAHC approval. Failure to comply with the COA may result in project
delays, fines or other penalties.

Planner: Application received: —/_ /_ Application complete: I_ /_

Rev. 02.2015



CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
ALTERATION & ADDITON CHECKLIST

Well in advance of the COA application deadline contact staff to discuss your project and, if necessary, to
make an appointment to meet with staff for a project consultation.

Complete all applicable items and submit with the COA application form. Staff can assist you in determining what items
are required for your scope of work. An incomplete application may cause delays in processing or may be deferred to the
next agenda. Application materials must clearly represent current and proposed conditions. Refer to Houston Code of
Ordinances, Ch. 33 VII, Sec. 33-241 for approval criteria for alteration, rehabilitation, restoration and additions.

PROPERTYADDRESS: L_( CoH
BUILDING TYPE ALTERATION TYPE

single-family residence E garage addition roof

multi-family residence carport fl foundation awning or canopy

commercial building E accessory structure E wall siding or cladding commercial sign

mixed use building E other fl windows or doors D ramp or lift

LI institutional building LI porch or balcony other

WRITTEN DESCRIPTION

fl property description, current conditions and any prior alterations or additions

LI proposed work; plans to change any exterior features, and/or addition description

LI current building material conditions and originality of any materials proposed to be repaired or replaced

LI proposed new materials description; attach specification sheets if necessary

PHOTOGRAPHS label photos with description and location

LI elevations of all sides

LI detail photos of exterior elements subject to proposed work

LI historical photos as evidence for restoration work

DRAWiNGS scale like drawings the same; include all dimensions and drawing scale: label with cardinal directions

LI current site plan LI demolition plan

LI proposed site plan LI current roof plan

LI current floor plans LI proposed roof plan

LI proposed floor plans LI current elevations (all sides)

LI current window and door schedule LI proposed elevations (all sides)

LI proposed window and door schedule LI perspective and/or line of sight

Rev. 10.2014



Written Description – 3709 La Branch Street 
 
 
The subject of this proposal is the restoration/alteration of and addition to a one story 298 square foot 
building located at 3709 La Branch Street. The building was built in the 1920s as the Gulf Filling Station 
at a time when the mass production of the automobile was beginning to have a profound effect on 
American life, ushering in a new era of mobility and convenience.  To meet the needs of this revolution 
in transportation, neighborhood fueling stations started to pop-up around the country.  This structure is 
one of only a handful of remaining examples of the early gas stations that proved to be so important to 
the history of Houston, and indeed the nation. The station fell into disrepair in the 1970s, as the 
neighborhood gas station was eclipsed by full-service convenience stores located on major 
thoroughfares and highways.   
 
The existing windows, doors, and finishes are in poor condition, with most of the windows completely 
gone or heavily damaged. Due to the small size of the existing building, nothing has been done to utilize 
the interior of the space in recent decades. By restoring and adding on to the building, it is proposed to 
use the existing structure as a coffee shop while still respecting and highlighting the historical details 
and past use of the building.  
 
The restoration includes two existing windows and the installation of new windows made from vintage 
stock to match the existing, bringing the exterior aesthetic of the building back to the original elevation. 
The windows will be matched to photographs of the building from the 1920s. Parts of the existing doors 
will be used as a template and incorporated into the installation of new doors, as the existing doors are 
not in any condition to be renovated. Two doorways in the project are to be replaced with windows on 
the south and east facades. These doors used to lead to the restrooms, which no longer exist. The 
exterior facade of the structure will be painted, while the zinc roof edging will be maintained and 
preserved. The area where the gas pumps were located will be retained, as well as the plaster and 
concrete coverings over the motor-court.  
 
The 424 square foot addition is a metal container located to the north of the building. Access from the 
existing building to the new container is located on the north wall, furthest from the street-facing 
elevations. The connection to the existing building will be of a different height, color, and material. The 
container will hold the back-of-house and storage areas, as well as restrooms for customers. Customers 
access the restrooms from the outdoor seating area that extends behind the original structure. The 
owner has planted 8 news trees along La Branch and Alabama in order to add shade to the outdoor 
seating portion of the project and to provide more vegetation to the neighborhood.   
 
The restoration and addition to the gas station will be difficult but will assure that it is saved for another 
century and help weave back together the fabric of a community that is facing many new construction 
projects. By renovating and adding to the small structure it can be used again as a commercial and social 
beacon in the community.  



























Professional Land Services

2223 PASO RELLO

Houston, Texas 77077
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