
























Notes: 1. Exterior doors to be all wood with insulated glazing

2. Rough opening to be determined per manufacturer

3. Verify all dimensions with designer prior to placing door order

 

SYMBOL LOCATION TYPE WIDTH HEIGHT HARDWARE NOTES

1-1 Master Bedroom Exterior Sliding 10' 0';                                          

(4) 2' 6" doors

7' 0" Exterior lock set (2) sliding and (2) fixed new 

painted wood doors with 

tempered glass panel; 1' 6" high 

transom above
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605 WHITE ST – EAST AND SOUTH ELEVATIONS  



 

605 WHITE ST – EAST AND SOUTH ELEVATIONS  

 



 

605 WHITE ST – EAST AND SOUTH ELEVATIONS  



 

605 WHITE ST – SOUTH ELEVATION  

 



 

605 WHITE ST – SOUTH ELEVATION  

 

 



        

605 WHITE ST – SOUTH AND WEST ELEVATIONS             605 WHITE ST – WEST ELEVATION  

 



         

605 WHITE ST – NORTH ELEVATION 

 



 

605 WHITE ST – NORTH AND EAST ELEVATION 





Notes: 1. All dimensions are from inside face of window trim to inside face of window trim.

2. Rough opening to be determined per manufacturer

3. Verify all dimensions with designer prior to placing window order

SYMBOL LOCATION TYPE QUANTITY WIDTH HEIGHT Top of sill, A.F.F. NOTES

A Master Bedroom Double Hung 2 2'-10" 7' 1-1/2" 1' 9-5/8" Match existing - V.I.F.; Jeld-Wen 

Tradition Plus All Wood Double 

Hung Units

B Master Bathroom Fixed 4 2' 6-1/8" 1' 6" 7' 8-1/2" Jeld-Wen Premium Vinyl Fixed 

Units

C Master Bathroom Double Hung 2 2' 6-1/8" 4' 7" 2' 10" Jeld-Wen Premium Vinyl Double 

Hung Units
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Swanstrom Residence 

605 White Street 

Houston, TX 77007 

Written Description 

According to HCAD, the residence at 605 White St sits on a 3,500 square foot property. It is located at 

the northwest corner of White and State Streets in the Old Sixth Ward. The house is listed as having a 

total living area of 877 square feet and sits on the north side of the property, with a driveway to the 

south. There is a non-original back porch at the northwest corner of the house. 

In plan, the house is an “L”, with a one volume facing White Street, and the other wing of the “L” facing 

towards State Street. 

HCAD indicates that the house was built in 1883, and the stylistic features of the house support this 

date. 605 White is a single story, wood framed, lapped siding house with 2 over 2 vertically oriented 

windows, and a front porch that runs the entire front of the house and is supported by square posts.  

There is very little decorative trim, and there is minimal roof overhang with enclosed eaves. 

Renovation History 

Both exterior and interior inspections of the house reveal one, if not two previous renovation to this 

house. HCAD indicates that it was remodeled in 2012. It is possible that the addition on the back of the 

house was added at an earlier date, but this is conjecture. 

A reading of the existing plan suggests that the original house had a center hall, with one room on the 

north side of the house, and likely two rooms flanking the south side. The previous work opened up the 

center hall to the house’s south side, added a bathroom and converted what may have been an earlier 

addition into a laundry area and mud room. A side porch was also added at this time. 

An exterior inspection of the house shows that the exterior is mostly original, with the exception of the 

rear addition, mentioned above. The fenestration at the kitchen area was likely altered at this point as 

well, when a window was introduced, which is smaller than the standard size. 

Proposed Work 

Our client asked us to help her make this house more livable while not altering the original character of 

the exterior. Our approach has been to incorporate a 336 square foot master suite and a 72 square foot 

back porch in the northwest corner of the property where the non-original covered porch is currently 

located.  In doing so, every effort has been made to maintain the original appearance of the house. Our 

introductions have been made to the non-visible (northwest) corner of the house. 

There is a gable roof over the laundry area that will be removed, as well as the shed roof over the porch. 

The new master suite and laundry area roof will be a gable that ties into the existing hip roofline that 

runs along the front of the house. The peak of the new roofline will match the peak of the existing roof.   



The new windows in the addition will match the original windows in material (painted wood), size, style 

(two over two) and function (double hung) in the master bedroom.  The new bathroom double hung 

windows will be similar to the existing, only smaller in scale and with a higher sill. The clerestory 

windows in the master bathroom will align with the double hung windows below them.  

In addition, we added 4 sliding glass doors (2 fixed, 2 operable) in the master bedroom to provide access 

to the back porch and more light in the room. These new painted wood doors will have a transom above 

that matches the existing doors in the house. 

The siding for the addition will match the existing materials. 

The east and south facades of the house which face White and State Streets will be untouched and will 

maintain their original appearance. 

We request approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness because: 

We feel that the work we are proposing will maintain the original appearance of 605 White St. Its’ 

original details will remain intact and the work being proposed is not visible from the street. At the same 

time, this project will enhance the livability of the house for its owner, providing much needed private 

living space. 
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