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D Demolition 
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1506 South Boulevard, Houston, Texas 77006  
City of Houston 
Lot 7, Broadacres   
Broadacres Historic District, Houston, Texas  
Contributing Structure, Built in 1926-1927 
 
Current Conditions 
The property is an existing two story brick and half-timber and stucco house designed by 
Birdsall Briscoe in 1926.  The formal gardens were designed by Ellen Shipman in 1938.  In 1965, 
the kitchen area was redesigned by Howard Barnstone. Additionally, a portion of the attic was 
built out, including the addition of two large shed dormers and a large plate glass triangular 
window on the front gable façade. Later, a two story screen porch with decorative metal work 
was added off the kitchen and second floor bedroom and the existing East Porch was screened.  
Over the years, other cosmetic and mechanical upgrades were made to the property.  A pool was 
added on the west side of the property, the half-timber and stucco elements on the exterior were 
painted and the house was retrofitted with central air conditioning and additional electrical and 
audio visual devices.  Recently, a portion of the back stairs was removed and a residential 
elevator was added to connect the first and second floors.  Overall, the house is in good condition 
and, for the most part, has retained its original design and function. 
 

Proposed Work 
The project is a renovation and addition that is sensitive to and in keeping with the original 
Bridsall Briscoe design.  The scope of work includes interior and exterior repairs and renovations 
as well as a two story Kitchen, Family Room and bedroom addition to the west and a new 
Garage addition on the rear of the house.  The formal gardens and paths will be maintained and 
expanded to connect them with the west addition and a proposed new circle drive off of West 
Boulevard.  The existing Carriage House will be renovated to accommodate a Pool Room on the 
ground floor with an opening to the existing pool while keeping the existing quarters above. The 
existing Pool will receive new waterline tile, stone coping and decking. 

On the front elevation facing South Boulevard, the two large shed dormers will be removed along 
with the large plate glass triangular window on the front gable façade.  A small double hung 
window, reflective of the original design, will be installed. The existing two story screened porch 
will be removed and the Kitchen addition will take its cues from the original elevations, 
including an arrangement of triple hung windows and a new two story circular bay with 
matching brick and timber on the west elevation. 

On the east elevation facing West Boulevard, a flat roof addition copying the existing covered 
porch will act as a hyphen, connecting the new three car garage with the existing house.  The 
new garage is essentially a modern copy of the existing Carriage House; another nod to the 
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original Briscoe design. The existing gated entry off of West Boulevard will access the new 
Garage and connect with the proposed circle drive. 

Current and Proposed Materials 
With respect to the original design, the plan is to match existing and bring back any original 
materials replaced over the years.  For example, the paint on the half-timber and stucco areas is 
to be removed, repairing as needed, reviving the hand adzed cypress and stucco finish. In areas of 
the addition, the plan is to use matching brick and copy unique details such as the “mouse tooth” 
on the gable ends.  The original brick coursing on the house was laid in a Flemish bond. 
However, in an effort to subtly differentiate the original house from the new addition, we are 
planning to use a running bond brick course of matching brick on the new areas. The existing 
composition roof and aluminum gutters on the main roofs of the existing house are to be replaced 
with a cedar shingle roof.  Covered porches and low-slope roofs will have a copper standing seam 
roof, either repairing the existing or replacing with and adding new as needed.  Additionally, new 
half-round copper gutters and smooth round leaders will be added.  
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Broadacres Homeowners Association 
1411North Boulevard 

Houston, TX 77006 

October 21, 2015 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

The Broadacres Homeowners Association Architectural Review Committee has 
studied at length the drawings for the renovation of 1506 South Boulevard, 
Houston, TX, presented by Mary and Mark Rothwell, the new owners of the 
residence. 

We are pleased to report that the plans represent a concept that is both in keeping 
with our historic neighborhood and sensitive to the original Birdsall Briscoe 
structure. Homes built in the 1920s, even ones considered to be of exceptional 
quality, do not necessarily accommodate lifestyles in the twenty-first century. The 
design that the Roth wells and their architect, Josh Jones have created will 
sensitively enhance their residence in a manner that honors the heritage of 
Broadacres while it observes our deed restrictions. 

This project has the unanimous support of the Broadacres Architectural Committee. 

Respectfully submitted, 
( l '\ 

~ 

'~'{__,~ 
Cece Fowler 
President, Broadacres Homeowners Association 
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