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Certificate of Appropriateness Application
For

Front Porch Columns Alteration and Front Door Alteration
1407 Tulane St., Houston, TX 77008

Background

The Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission (“HAHC”) issued a Certificate of
Appropriateness (“COA”) for an Addition and Alteration to a contributing structure for
1407 Tulane St., Houston, TX 77008 on February 26, 2015. The original application
included proposed alterations to the front porch columns and to the front door (for the
purposes of this application, the “Alterations”); however, HAHC staff felt that the
Alterations did not meet the guidelines and would not recommend approval of the entire
application without removal of the Alterations. In the interest of time (time being of the
essence in a project such as this) and so that construction on the major renovations could
commence, the application was revised to remove the Alterations, and to then reapply at a
later date with further evidence that these Alterations would meet the Guidelines.

The property description, current conditions and other site features are included in the
original Application and COA and will not be repeated in this Application.

Front Porch Columns

The following picture shows the current front elevation (east facing), which has four block
columns, each with two smaller 4x4 wooden columns on top. The two outer block columns
are twice as wide and taller than the block columns next to the front steps. The smaller
wooden columns, offset from the centers of the outside columns, are clearly out of scale
with the overall house.

Photograph 1 - Current Front Elevation (east facing)



Evidence clearly visible on the columns shows that the wooden columns on top of the block
columns are not original and were added to the porch in the modern era.

First, the picture below shows the shadow outline on the concrete cap of where the original
larger column was originally located, along with the anchor point for the prior column.

Photograph 2 - Shadow outline and anchor point of original column

Secondly, the following two photographs show how the outer columns are not centered on
the concrete caps (whether front to back or side to side), evidencing that they were added
at a later date.

Photographs 3 and 4 – Showing existing columns off-center from column base



Third, the concrete caps on the two interior block columns near the steps are set on
plywood. This evidences that both the concrete caps were replaced at some point after the
original house was constructed. Plywood is a modern element that would not have been
historically used.

Photograph 5 - Plywood Used to Form Concrete Cap



Finally, this last photograph shows the modern materials used for the wooden columns. A
treated 4” x 4” post is shown. Small 2-inch “L”-brackets are used to anchor the 4x4 to the
concrete cap. Also, Philips head screws are used (which were not available at the time of
original construction of this house). None of these materials are historic in nature and
clearly show the columns were added at a much later date.



The proposed front elevation included with this Application includes single tapered
columns, which are very typical of columns for bungalows of this period and neighborhood
as shown on the photographs on the following page.



Front Door

In this application, the current front door is also being proposed to be altered in this
application. As with the columns, there is substantial evidence to show that the front door
is not original, nor does it fit the style of the house.

There is no box mortise, which would be found on an original door for this period. The
following picture also shows modern era beveled glass.

The above picture also shows the trim above the door to not be in character as the trim
piece is out of proportion.



In addition the following photographs show where previous hinges were located, which
indicates that the front door is not original to this structure.

The proposed columns and front door meet all the Approval Criteria as the current
columns are not original nor are they historical at all and the front door was also added at a
later date.
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