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1846 Harvard Street 

Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

Written Description 

Property Description, Current Conditions, and Any Prior Alterations or 

Additions 

The subject property structure was originally designed and built as a club house for the women in the 

greater Houston Heights in 1912.  The structure is a Craftsman style design with a full width front porch.  

A cypress wood “skirt” surrounds the perimeter of the structure with the exception of the porch area 

and extends to generally the surrounding ground level.  The roof rafter tails are exposed.  The current 

kitchen area on the south side of the building was added in 1932 and the stage area in the east part of 

the building interior was slightly lowered to allow women to “comfortably” sit on the stage facing the 

audience.  A wheelchair ramp has been added to the front steps area.  The bottom two courses were 

removed for ventilation. 

Proposed Work; Plans to Change Any Exterior Features, and/or Addition 

Description 

Reattach the two bottom courses of wood skirt and add cedar ventilation vents. 

The removal of the two bottom courses of the existing wood was done with HAHC approval.  The 

original cypress boards were preserved.  The removal allowed for the ventilation we needed to address 

the drainage issues under the structure.  We propose to re-attach the original boards and add 13 

foundation vents.  This will protect the skirt brace boards and create a barrier for animals. 

Current Building Material Conditions and Originality of any Materials 

Proposed to be Repaired or Replaced 

The wood skirt is original cypress material.  The boards are 5” in height.  The material was removed and 

stored for re-installation.  The re-installed shirt boards will be repainted where needed. 
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Proposed New Materials Description; Attach Specification Sheets if 

Necessary 

Thirteen 16’’ x 8” Cedar wood foundation vents.  See attached drawing.  The original cypress skirt boards 

will be re-installed where possible.  The foundation vents will be installed in the skirt boards.  Any new 

skirt material that has to be purchased will be milled to the same dimensions as the original boards and 

will consist of naturally rot-resistant or treated wood.  Damaged skirt brace boards will be replaced with 

treated wood. 
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