


 
 

 

 

Number 1  Feature General Project Description  Date of Feature 1912 
 

Describe existing feature and its condition 

The Stowers Building is located on Block 93, SSBB (South Side 

Buffalo Bayou) in downtown Houston on the southeast corner of 

Fannin and Walker. The building was completed in 1912 for a 

furniture company of the same name. In the early 2000s, a previous 

owner installed a new membrane roof, made repairs to the cornice, 

installed new elevators on all floors, new elevator lobbies on 

floors 1-4, restrooms and mechanical rooms on all floors, an 

interior fire stair and model office units on floors three and 

four. At that time the brick was repointed.   

 

Photo numbers 1-7AB  Drawing numbers 1-2 
 

Describe work and impact on feature 
The Stowers Building will be repurposed as an aLoft hotel. The work 

will follow the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the 

Treatment of Historic Properties using the rehabilitation philosophy 

and standards.  

 

The building was listed in the National Register of Historic Places 

on June 3, 2015 under criterion C in the area of architecture at 

the local level of significance. The Part 1 and Part 2 of the 

federal Investment Tax Credit applications have been submitted and 

reviewed by the Texas Historical Commission and the National Park 

Service.  

 

 

Number 2  Feature Building Envelope &  Canopy  Date of Feature 1913 
 

Describe existing feature and its condition 

The exterior of the building is clad with glazed white brick on the 

east and south elevations and buff colored brick on the north and 

west. There is a large metal cornice. Overall, the building exterior 

and cornice are in good condition and show only minor surface 

dirt/pollution. 

Historic photographs show a metal L-shaped canopy along the Fannin and 

Walker elevations. This was removed at an unknown date.  

 

Photo numbers 6AB-11AB  Drawing numbers 2-9, 13-14 
 

Describe work and impact on feature 
The exterior glazed brick and cornice will be cleaned by the gentlest 

means possible following Preservation Brief #1: The Cleaning and 

Waterproof Coating of Masonry Buildings. A water wash with mild 



 
 

 

detergent is proposed. Low to medium water pressure is proposed and 

will not exceed 400 psi.  

 

Two new canopies will be added above the Fannin (east) and Walker 

(south) entrance bays only. The new canopies will be a simple, 

unornamented aluminum frame of simple design and will include signage 

for the hotel.  

 

Number 3  Feature Roof  Date of Feature Early 2000s 
 

Describe existing feature and its condition 

The roof is a membrane type and was installed in the 2000 remodel. The 

roof is soft in places and there are areas of ponding.  

 

There are several existing penthouses on the roof. 

 

Penthouse #1 Old Elevator – West elevation 

This small penthouse (311 sq ft) on the west side was for the original 

elevator. The penthouse is stucco with a flat roof and in good 

condition. There is one window on the north elevation. The interior 

shaft is sealed on each floor level. The penthouse is painted brick 

and has a 2/2 window on the north elevation and a single door on the 

east elevation.  

 

Penthouse #2 Mechanical, Elevator and Electrical Closet – North 

elevation 

There is a collection of mechanical (928 sq ft), elevator (315 sq ft), 

and electrical (104 sq ft) penthouses along the north elevation. The 

Mechanical penthouse is painted brick; the south elevation of the 

electrical closet is painted brick and the east elevation is stuccoed. 

Both penthouses have flat roofs and are in good condition. 

  

Penthouse #3 – NW corner Stair 

There is a small stair penthouse (113 sq ft) in the NW roof corner. It 

has a flat roof and is painted brick and in good condition. There is a 

single, metal door on the east elevation. To the south of the door is 

an area of stucco infill.   

 

HVAC equipment on roof 

There is air conditioning equipment on the roof concentrated in the NE 

quadrant.  

 

 

Photo numbers 12AB-15AB  Drawing numbers 10 
 

Describe work and impact on feature 
The existing roofing system and any remaining subsystems will be 

removed and replaced with a new membrane roof system. The new roof 

will replace the existing and extend up the parapet wall and cover the 

top of the cornice.  

 



 
 

 

Penthouse #1 Old Elevator – West elevation 

A new restroom building is proposed to the north of the Old Elevator 

penthouse. This addition will be stucco clad with a flat roof. The 

addition will be set back and narrower than the existing penthouse. 

The Old Elevator Penthouse will be converted into a bar. The existing 

single door will be removed and an opening cut into the east elevation 

and a countertop inserted. The remaining building materials will 

remain above and below the countertop. Salvaged brick will be used to 

infill the hole from the door if possible.  The other elevations will 

remain unchanged and building will remain painted brick.  

 

Penthouse #2 Mechanical, Elevator and Electrical – North elevation 

The existing mechanical and elevator penthouses and electrical closet 

on the north elevation will remain. The height of the elevator 

penthouse will increase by 3 feet to accommodate the new elevators. 

The addition will be clad with brick and painted to match the 

existing. An elevator entry lobby addition (183 sq ft) is proposed for 

the south elevation with a metal entry canopy.  No work is planned for 

the electrical closet. 

 

Penthouse #3 – NW corner Stair 

The stair penthouse in the NW corner of the building will remain. No 

changes are proposed to this penthouse.   

 

Patio - A new roof patio is proposed with a pool, bar and fire pit. A 

shallow concrete pool (max depth 4 feet) and overall dimensions of 30ˈ 

x 18ˈ is proposed for the center of the roof. Installation of the pool 
will require cutting a hole in the roof structure. 

 

The surrounding roof deck will be composed of 24̎ x 24̎ square 

concrete pavers with adjustable “feet.”  This type of paver can easily 

be removed in the future and rests on top of the membrane roof without 

penetrating.   

 

A metal and glass guardrail is proposed for behind the parapet and 

planter boxes at the corners with flowers and small shrubs (no trees 

proposed). The proposed guardrail will have vertical square aluminum 

tubes anchored to the parapet wall. Half inch clear tempered laminated 

glass panels will be attached to the outside of the aluminum posts and 

installed along the entirety of the south elevation, approximately a 

quarter of the east elevation and a smaller section of the west 

elevation. This guard rail is designed to have simple, clear anodized 

aluminum vertical elements and large expanses of glass to minimize its 

visibility from the street. The projecting cornice width is 

significant (6ˈ-6̎) and it will be difficult to see the guardrail 
and/or additions to the penthouses from the street. See sightline 

study on drawing sheet 11. 

 

New fire stair penthouse - A new fire stair penthouse (287 sq ft) is 



 
 

 

proposed on the east side of the proposed pool. This is a requirement 

for life safety and egress. The penthouse will be simple, box-like 

construction, stucco walls and a flat roof. Exterior door will open to 

the east.  

 

The existing HVAC equipment will be relocated to the northeast corner 

of the roof. There is adequate parapet height to obscure the 

equipment. A 6 foot fence is proposed to screen the HVAC equipment 

from the patio and fire pit area.  

 

 

Number 4  Feature Windows  Date of Feature Unknown  
 

Describe existing feature and its condition 

The original 1/1 windows were replaced at an unknown date with 1/1 

metal sash windows that replicated the original window composition and 

proportions. The 10
th
 floor arched windows were changed at an unknown 

date to four grouped 1/1 metal sash windows. The windows are in good 

condition. 

 

The windows on the secondary north and west elevations are the same 

1/1 metal sash windows; these are not visible from the exterior due to 

the adjacent building. The eastern-most bays of the north elevation 

has two vertical columns of windows. The remaining windows on this 

elevation are obscured on the interior by the restrooms along the 

north wall. 

 

The west elevation has four vertical columns of windows.   

 

Photo numbers 6AB-7AB  Drawing numbers 2-3, 8-9 
 
Describe work and impact on feature 
The existing windows will be retained on all elevations. Two vertical 

columns of new 1/1 metal sash windows to match the existing are 

proposed for the north elevation; this is a total of 16 to be placed 

into existing window openings that have been obscured by the interior 

restrooms. One vertical column of windows will be added on the west 

elevation (total of 8 windows).  

  



 
 

 

 

 

Number 5  Feature Ground floor storefront and 
second floor “transom” windows  Date of Feature 1912 and 

later dates 
 
Describe existing feature and its condition 

The current storefront is a brushed aluminum system installed at an 

unknown date.  Each bay has three or four vertical mullions with 

narrow transoms above. There is a three-light window on the second 

floor that reads as the “transom” for the first floor.   

 

East elevation:  There is a glass entry door and canvas canopy in the 

northern most (fifth) bay on Fannin. The second bay on Fannin has an 

inset entry with paired aluminum doors; this is not an original 

element and was added when the storefront was replaced. There are 

small hexagonal tiles with a colored border band at the threshold – 

these are also a recent addition.  

 

South elevation: The first bay of the south (Walker) elevation has a 

single and paired door entries in the first bay, a paired entry door 

and louvered exhaust vent in the second bay, and, a single door in the 

fifth bay.   

 

Photo numbers 1-5, 7AB-9AB  Drawing numbers 2-3, 12-13 
 

Describe work and impact on feature 
Floors one and two collectively function as the base of the building. 

This is confirmed by historic photos. The intent is to bring these two 

floors back closer to their historic appearance and proportions using 

contemporary materials – this means the reinstallation of the ground 

floor storefront and reintroducing a 2-light window or “transom” into 

the second floor. This will reintroduce the vertical emphasis of the 

base of the building.   

 

Historically, the ground floor had commercial storefront windows with 

no transoms. The second floor had two-light window. It is difficult to 

see how many vertical divisions were in each ground floor bay in the 

historic photographs due to the canopy. Close inspection of these 

photos seems to indicate it was two or four divisions.  

 

A new aluminum storefront system is proposed for the ground floor. 

This same framing system will be used for the windows on the second 

floor. The new system will be a dark color and have an enhanced 6 inch 

base or “curb” to mimic the original storefront. The vertical mullions 

and frames will have extruded stock molding pieces that break up the 

thickness of the mullion – every attempt will be made to achieve as 

thin of a mullion profile as possible. Two 9ˈ-6̎ storefront windows 
per bay are proposed with the vertical mullion aligning with the two-

light transom and pilasters above. The proposed two-light second floor 

transom windows replicates the original composition for this level.   

 



 
 

 

Two new entrances are proposed: one in the center bay of the east 

(Fannin) elevation; and one on the south elevation in the 6
th
 bay. 

Both entrances will be inset 32 inches from the storefront. New 

automatic entry doors will be all glass with fixed single door sized 

sidelights. This is to ensure that pedestrians on the sidewalk do not 

continuously trigger the automatic doors when walking by.   

 

A single egress door is proposed for the 5
th
 bay of the east (Fannin) 

elevation. This door will be aluminum framed and glass to fit into the 

overall storefront composition.   

 

The same storefront composition is proposed for the south (Walker) 

elevation. The existing single and double door openings in the first 

bay will have new doors inserted. The double doors in the second bay 

will have new double doors inserted. The existing single door in the 

5
th
 bay will be removed. These doors will be for back of house and 

loading and are proposed as painted, metal doors with no glass.  

 

 

Number 6  Feature Signage  Date of Feature 1912 
 
Describe existing feature and its condition 

The building has “Stowers” on the center bay frieze on the east and 

south elevations at the cornice line.  

 

Photo numbers 6A, 10A  Drawing numbers 6-9, 14-23 
 
Describe work and impact on feature 
Existing “Stowers” building identification will remain. 

 

New signage is proposed for the new entry canopies, north and west 

elevation corners and a new blade sign is proposed for the Walker and 

Fannin intersection.  The following glossary corresponds to the sign 

number in the drawings: 

 

A and B – 2” deep halo lit aluminum letter cans painted metallic 

silver, internally illuminated with white LEDs. 

C – Blade sign, corner of Walker and Fannin 

D – (D1 and D2) small wall sign adjacent to entry door 

F – (F1 and F2) decals on entry glass 

G – Brushed aluminum sign on N side of building near entry 

H – Brushed aluminum sign with acrylic inset on W elevation of 

building 

J and K – illuminated letters above canopies: aluminum letters with 

painted metallic trim with white acrylic face; pin mounted. 
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Stowers Building, 820 Fannin, Houston, Harris County, Texas 
Certificate of Appropriateness (CofA) - Historic Photographs				  
	

Historic 1 A
B

A
B

South (L) and east (R) elevations, view NW. Photo 1916 and courtest: Illustrated Book of Houston, page 99.
Houston Metropolitan Research Center, Houston Public Library (HMRC-HPL).



Historic 2 A
B

Stowers Building, 820 Fannin, Houston, Harris County, Texas 
Certificate of Appropriateness (CofA) - Historic Photographs				  
	

1916 photo, view E from Main Street (West Building in foreground). Photo shows sliver of west elevation and partial south facade. 
From: Illustrated Book of Houston, page 144. Courtesy HMRC-HPL.

Stowers 
Building



Stowers Building, 820 Fannin, Houston, Harris County, Texas 
Certificate of Appropriateness (CofA) - Historic Photographs				  
	

Historic 3 A
B

A
B

Panorama (top)  of downtown Houston with detail (below) of Stowers Building (below), 1930. 

MSS 100-1309. Courtesy HMRC, HPL. 



Historic 4 A
B

Stowers Building, 820 Fannin, Houston, Harris County, Texas 
Certificate of Appropriateness (CofA) - Historic Photographs				  
	

View N down Fannin Street, east elevation and SE corner of Stowers Building on left, c. 1915. 

MSS 200-0342. Courtesy HMRC, HPL. 



Stowers Building, 820 Fannin, Houston, Harris County, Texas 
Certificate of Appropriateness (CofA) - Historic Photographs				  
	

Historic 5 A
B

A
B

Ground floor detail of Photo 4, c. 1915. MSS 200-0342. Courtesy HMRC, HPL. 



Stowers Building, 820 Fannin, Houston, Harris County, Texas 
Certificate of Appropriateness (CofA) - Photographs of Current Conditions

6 A
B

A
B

A: S and E elevations, view NW. 
SWCA photo, 2014. File: 00_DSC_0001

B: E elevation, view S down 
Fannin. 

SWCA photo, 2014.
File: 00_DSC_0009



7 A
B

Stowers Building, 820 Fannin, Houston, Harris County, Texas 
Certificate of Appropriateness (CofA) - Photographs of Current Conditions

A: Detail E elevation storefront, view W. 
SWCA photo, 2014. File: 00_DSC_0178

B: Detail S elevation storefront, view N. 
SWCA photo, 2014. File: 00_DSC_0179



Stowers Building, 820 Fannin, Houston, Harris County, Texas 
Certificate of Appropriateness (CofA) - Photographs of Current Conditions

8 A
B

A
B

A
B

A: Detail east facade storefront, view N up Fannin. 
SWCA photo, 2015. File: 00_DSC_0001

B: Detail  east facade storefront and main entry, view S down Fannin.  
SWCA photo, 2015. File: DSC_0002



Stowers Building, 820 Fannin, Houston, Harris County, Texas 
Certificate of Appropriateness (CofA) - Photographs of Current Conditions

9A
B

A
B

A
B

A
B

A: Detail E elevation storefront, view SW. 
SWCA photo, 2014. File: DSC_0004

B: Detail S elevation storefront, view W.
SWCA photo, 2014. File: DSC_0005



Stowers Building, 820 Fannin, Houston, Harris County, Texas 
Certificate of Appropriateness (CofA) - Photographs of Current Conditions

10A
B

A
B

A
B

A: Detail of cornice, view NW. 
SWCA photo, 2014. File: 00_DSC_0157

B: Detail of cornice and pilaster capitals. 
SWCA photo, 2014. _File: 00_DSC_0158



11 A
B

Stowers Building, 820 Fannin, Houston, Harris County, Texas 
Certificate of Appropriateness (CofA) - Photographs of Current Conditions

A: Detail of glazed brick, pilaster capital, and cornice. 
SWCA photo, 2014. File: 00_DSC_0159

B: Detail of glazed brick, pilaster capital, and cornice. 
SWCA photo, 2014. File: 00_DSC_0162



Stowers Building, 820 Fannin, Houston, Harris County, Texas 
Certificate of Appropriateness (CofA) - Photographs of Current Conditions

12 A
B

A
B

A: Roof, view S from NW corner.
SWCA photo, 2014. File: 0663

B: Roof, view NE from SW corner. 
SWCA photo, 2014. File: 0664



13 A
B

Stowers Building, 820 Fannin, Houston, Harris County, Texas 
Certificate of Appropriateness (CofA) - Photographs of Current Conditions

B: Roof, view E from SW corner.
SWCA photo, 2014. File 0665

A: Roof, view N from SE corner. Mechanical penthouse and electrical closet on L.
SWCA photo, 2014. File: 0667



Stowers Building, 820 Fannin, Houston, Harris County, Texas 
Certificate of Appropriateness (CofA) - Photographs of Current Conditions

14 A
B

A
B

A: Roof, view NW from SE corner. Mechanical penthouse (L), electric closet (R).
SWCA photo, 2014. File: 0668

B: Roof, view W from SE corner. Old elevator penthouse behind HVAC unit. 
SWCA photo, 2014. File: 0669



15 A
B

Stowers Building, 820 Fannin, Houston, Harris County, Texas 
Certificate of Appropriateness (CofA) - Photographs of Current Conditions

A: Roof, view W. East elevation of electrical closet in middle ground; mechanical penthouse in background.
SWCA photo, 2014. File: 0672

B: Roof, view NW of  south (L) and east (R) elevations of stair penthouse. 
SWCA photo, 2014. File: 0676
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