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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
Application Date:  January 7, 2015   

Applicant: Del Reibold, Musick Construction for City of Houston, owner 

Property: 1800 Texas Street, tracts 4 & 5, block 119, SSBB Subdivision. The buildings on the site include 
the historic Arthur B. Cohn House and  William L. Foley House which are both two-story, wood 
frame residences. 

Significance: The Arthur B. Cohn House is a City of Houston Landmark designated in March of 1998 and a 
Protected Landmark designated in 2005. It is also a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark and is 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The Queen Anne-style two-story historic 
residence was constructed circa 1905. The earliest portion of the Cohn House, the two story 
kitchen wing at the rear, may date to as early as 1866. In 2011 the Cohn House received a COA 
to be relocated to its current location. 

Proposal: Relocation – Move the house temporarily to the south end of the block. A future application will be 
submitted to relocate it to its permanent location on the same lot as part of the Nau Center for 
Texas Cultural Heritage.  
See enclosed application materials and detailed project description on p. 4-12 for further details. 

Public Comment: No public comment received.  

Civic Association: No comment received.  

Recommendation: Approval 

HAHC Action: Deferred 
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APPROVAL CRITERIA 

RELOCATION OF A LANDMARK, PROTECTED LANDMARK  
OR CONTRIBUTING STRUCTURE 

Sec. 33-243(a): HAHC shall issue a certificate of appropriateness for the relocation of any landmark, protected 
landmark, contributing structure upon finding that the application satisfies one or more the following criteria: 

 S    D   NA  S - satisfies     D - does not satisfy     NA - not applicable 

 (1) The landmark, contributing structure or potentially contributing structure: 

        (a) Has architectural or historical value independent of its physical location that will not be 
diminished with relocation; 
The residence is no longer at its original location. The building retains a very high degree of 
architectural integrity and as such possesses historical and architectural value independent of its 
current, non-original location.  

        (b) Can be moved without significant damage to its physical integrity; 
The residence has been moved from its original location at 1711 Rusk and has maintained its 
integrity. The minimal distance to be traveled will not require the deconstruction of the roof and 
subsequent reconstruction to modern building code standards. 

        (c) Will be relocated to an area that is compatible with the historical and architectural character of 
the landmark, contributing structure or potentially contributing structure; and 
This application is for a temporary relocation within the residence’s current downtown block. A 
future application will be submitted to move it back to a similar location to where it currently sits in 
the block. The residence has been moved once before and its original context has been lost. 
Furthermore the Cohn House will be located in close proximity to the three remaining historic 
properties which were once a part of the same historical context as the Cohn House. These include 
the William L. Foley House, Union Station (1911) located across Texas Avenue, and Annunciation 
Catholic Church (1871 and remodeled 1884-1895) which is located one block away at Crawford 
between Texas and Capitol. 

        (d) If located in an historic district, can be relocated without significantly diminishing the integrity of 
the historic district in which it is located. 

       (2) The relocation is necessary to protect the landmark, contributing structure or potentially contributing 
structure from demolition resulting from a public improvement project; 
Site work needs to be completed in preparation for construction of the Nau Center for Texas 
Cultural Heritage, which will include the Cohn House as part of its campus. 

 (3) The applicant has established an unreasonable economic hardship pursuant to the criteria of 
section 33-247(c): 

        (1) That the property is incapable of earning a reasonable return, without regard to whether the 
return is the most profitable return, including without limitation, whether the costs of maintenance or 
improvement of the property exceed its fair market value;  

        (2) That the property cannot be adapted for any other use, whether by the current owner, by a 
purchaser or by a lessee, that would result in a reasonable return;  

        (3) That efforts to find a purchaser or lessee interested in acquiring the property and preserving it 
have failed; and 

        (4) If the applicant is a nonprofit organization, determination of an unreasonable economic hardship 
shall instead be based upon whether the denial of a certificate of appropriateness financially 
prevents or seriously interferes with carrying out the mission, purpose, or function of the nonprofit 
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corporation 

 (4) The applicant has established unusual or compelling circumstances pursuant to the criteria of 
section 33-247(d):  

        (1) That current information does not support the historic or archaeological significance of this 
building, structure or object or its importance to the integrity of an historic district, if applicable; 

        (2) Whether there are definite plans for reuse of the property if the proposed demolition is carried 
out and what effect such plans have on the architectural, cultural, historical or archaeological 
character of the surrounding area; and 

        (3) Whether reasonable measures can be taken to save the building, structure or object from further 
deterioration, collapse, arson, vandalism or neglect. 
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PROPERTY LOCATION  

ARTHUR B. COHN HOUSE PROTECTED LANDMARK 
 

 
  

N 

Cohn House 
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CURRENT PHOTO  
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PREVIOUS LOCATION 
700 BLOCK AVENIDA DE LAS AMERICAS 
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3D RENDERING – FRONT FACING AVENIDA DE LAS AMERICAS 
PROPOSED FINAL LOCATION – ADDITIONAL COA WILL BE REQUIRED 
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SITE PLAN 

 
  

N 

CURRENT LOCATION 

PROPOSED TEMPORARY LOCATION 
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOS 
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  PROJECT DETAILS 

Foundation: The Arthur B. Cohn House will be temporarily relocated within its lot. During its relocation, the 
residence will be supported by a lattice of heavy structural steel members with supplementary 
interior and exterior wood framed walls installed for additional strength. A secondary lattice of 
steel support will be installed at the temporary site to receive the house. A future COA application 
will be submitted to relocate the residence to its final location.  
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