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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
Application Date:  October 29, 2014   

Applicant: David Bucek, FAIA, Stern and Bucek Architects for Tapley House LLC 

Property: 1807 Wroxton Road, lot 11, block 34, Southampton Place Subdivision. The property includes a 
historic 2,500 square foot two-story residence with attached garage situated on a 6,600 square 
foot interior lot. 

Significance: The David House is a pending City of Houston Landmark, recommended by the HAHC for 
approval by City Council on October 23, 2014. The David House was designed by architect 
Charles Tapley, FAIA and is a significant example of the contemporary houses built in Houston in 
the late 1960s and early 1970s. The design is significant for the integration of interior and exterior 
spaces, innovative experimentation, and juxtaposition of solid and transparent facing materials.  
The experimental nature of this structure, in combination with previous poor alterations in attempt 
to remedy problems, has resulted in many adverse conditions. Current issues with the structure 
include water infiltration and retention; a severely inefficient HVAC system; and damaged 
structural, fenestration, flooring, roofing and interior and exterior cladding materials. 

Proposal: Alteration – Construct a 460 square foot second-level addition at the rear southeast mass, and a 
90 square foot second level side addition at the rear of the northwest mass. Raise flat roofs to 
provide clearance for insulation, systems equipment, head clearance, proper skylight installation 
and improved drainage. Reconstruct the damaged central corridor and replace damaged wood 
windows throughout with metal windows, as originally specified by the architect. Replace steel 
railings with glass guards at the roof deck. Replace diagonal wood siding that is causing water 
infiltration, with a plaster siding system. 
See enclosed application materials and detailed project description on p. 4-27 for further details. 

Public Comment: No comment received. 

Civic Association: No comment received. 

Recommendation: Partial Approval:  

Approval of proposed front and rear additions; window and door replacements; roof 
replacement and skylight installations; raising of the roof at the two front masses; roof 
deck handrail replacement; and front canopy replacement. 

Denial of replacing the original diagonal wood siding with a smooth plaster surface. 

HAHC Action: Partially Approved: 

Approval of proposed front and rear additions; window and door replacements; roof 
replacement and skylight installations; raising of the roof at the two front masses; roof 
deck handrail replacement; and front canopy replacement. 

Denial of replacing the original diagonal wood siding with a smooth plaster surface. 
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APPROVAL CRITERIA 

ALTERATIONS, REHABILITATIONS, RESTORATIONS AND ADDITIONS 
Sec. 33-241(a): HAHC shall issue a certificate of appropriateness for the alteration, rehabilitation, restoration or addition 
of an exterior feature of (i) any landmark or protected landmark, (ii) any building, structure or object that is contributing to 
an historic district, or (iii) any building, structure or object that is part of an archaeological site, upon finding that the 
application satisfies the following criteria, as applicable: 

 S    D   NA  S - satisfies     D - does not satisfy     NA - not applicable 

       (1) The proposed activity must retain and preserve the historical character of the property; 
The original diagonal wood siding had a rhythm created by individually layered pieces, and was 
not a single solid smooth surface. The proposed smooth plaster cladding does not present a 
similar condition and does not preserve this historic character.  

       (2) The proposed activity must contribute to the continued availability of the property for a 
contemporary use; 

       (3) The proposed activity must recognize the building, structure, object or site as a product of its own 
time and avoid alterations that seek to create an earlier or later appearance; 

       (4) The proposed activity must preserve the distinguishing qualities or character of the building, 
structure, object or site and its environment; 
The proposed smooth cladding does not preserve the distinguishing diagonal wood siding and 
patterned faced architectural forms.  

       (5) The proposed activity must maintain or replicate distinctive stylistic exterior features or examples 
of skilled craftsmanship that characterize the building, structure, object or site; 

       (6) New materials to be used for any exterior feature excluding what is visible from public alleys must 
be visually compatible with, but not necessarily the same as, the materials being replaced in form, 
design, texture, dimension and scale; 
The proposed siding deviates in texture and dimension from the original siding, and presents solid 
uninterrupted forms instead of patterned faced forms.  

       (7) The proposed replacement of missing exterior features, if any, should be based on an accurate 
duplication of features, substantiated by available historical, physical or pictorial evidence, where 
that evidence is available, rather than on conjectural designs or the availability of different 
architectural elements from other structures; 

       (8) Proposed additions or alterations must be done in a manner that, if removed in the future, would 
leave unimpaired the essential form and integrity of the building, structure, object or site; 

       (9) The proposed design for any exterior alterations or addition must not destroy significant historical, 
architectural or cultural material and must be compatible with the size, scale, material and 
character of the property and the area in which it is located; 
The proposed smooth plaster exterior cladding does not reflect the original size and scale of the 
diagonal lap siding; and results in solid uninterrupted facades on the individual masses.  

       (10) The setback of any proposed construction or alteration must be compatible with existing setbacks 
along the blockface and facing blockface(s); 

       (11) The proposed activity will comply with any applicable deed restrictions.  

Staff is recommending partial approval of the proposed alterations. The majority of the proposed alterations preserve the 
historic character of the residence by replacing failing materials with appropriate alternatives with the exception of the 
proposed smooth plaster exterior cladding. If diagonal wood siding is problematic, wood siding installed at the same 
reveal in either a horizontal or vertical orientation would be more appropriate. 
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CURRENT PHOTOS  
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HISTORIC PHOTOS 
THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW, 1978 

 
HOUSTON POST, 1978 
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HISTORIC PHOTOS 
SUNSET MAGAZINE, 1976 
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HISTORIC PHOTOS 
SUNSET MAGAZINE, 1976 
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ORIGINAL ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS 
STEEL FRAMING PLAN & WINDOW DETAIL  
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EAST SIDE ELEVATION 
EXISTING 
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WEST SIDE ELEVATION 
EXISTING 

 
 

PROPOSED 
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SOUTH (REAR) ELEVATION 
EXISTING  

 
PROPOSED 
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PROPOSED BUILDING SECTIONS 
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  BUILDING PERFORMANCE ASSESMENT1 
WINDOW & DOOR PLAN 

 

 
   

  
                                                           
1 Building Performance Assessment report prepared for applicant by Apollo BBC, technical building performance professional consulting firm. 
Full report may be downloaded with application materials packet; limited portions have been included here to illustrate general conditions. 
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BUILDING PERFORMANCE ASSESMENT 
WINDOW CONDITIONS 
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 BUILDING PERFORMANCE ASSESMENT 
DOOR CONDITIONS 
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BUILDING PERFORMANCE ASSESMENT  
FIRST AND SECOND FLOOR CONDITIONS PLAN 
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PHOTOS OF EXISTING CONDITIONS 
damage at interior column, windows, floor damage at interior column and ceiling 

  
damage at interior column between windows damage at roof and skylights 
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PROJECT DETAILS 

Shape/Mass: The 2,500 square foot two-story residence consists of a series of masses connected by a central 
hall. The plan has two independent spaces on either side of the hall at the front (north) end; two 
connected spaces at the center of the spine; and a rectangular space at the end of the hall. 

Windows/Doors: All windows and doors will be removed and replaced. Majority of existing original windows are 
damaged, some have been replaced or have been poorly repaired. See windows conditions 
report on page 20-22. Proposed replacement window system reflects the original metal framing 
and window system designed for the residence, which was not realized due to budget reasons.  

Exterior Materials: All exterior diagonal wood siding will be removed. Installation of wood at a diagonal is not 
recommended by wood siding industry. The diagonal wood siding exhibits significant deterioration 
and is causing water infiltration by funneling water into the wall cavities. See conditions plan on 
page 23 for further information. The original un-finished appearance is no longer visible as it has 
been painted several times. Proposed cladding replacement material is Synergy Plaster, a 
smooth finish surface. The intent of the plaster replacement system is to facilitate the original 
design intent of duplicated interior and exterior surfaces for a seamless indoor/outdoor affect 
(portions of the interior originally had wood surfaces).    

Roof: Remove and replace roof surface materials; adding slight slope for drainage. Remove roof deck 
and railings and install a new roof deck and railing. The existing minimal steel hand rail at the roof 
deck and catwalk is proposed to be replaced with a glass handrail. Necessary work at the roof to 
correct drainage issues will require the removal of the existing handrail; once removed a new 
handrail must be installed that complies with current building codes. The intent of the new rail is to 
be minimally visible like the original rail. To meet code, new metal rails would be much less 
transparent then the existing double rail system. 

Central Hall: The central hall is one-story, is comprised of full height, single pane wood framed windows, and 
has a catwalk above on the flat roof. Alterations proposed for the central hall include: (1) Remove 
the damaged wood windows and doors and replace with a metal window and door system 
reflecting that found on the original architectural plans. (2) Remove the non-original canopy at the 
front door and install a new cantilevered canopy. (3) Remove the minimal steel hand rail at the 
catwalk and replace with a glass handrail. 

Front Northeast 
Mass: 

The front east side mass is rectangular in shape and one-story with a central clerestory pop-up. 
Alterations proposed to the mass include; (1) Removing the flat roof and increasing the height of 
the mass by approximately 2' to accommodate insulation, structural, mechanical and drainage 
systems. (2) Removal and replacement of windows and cladding (see sections above for details). 
(3) Install a new skylight at the front east corner. 

Front Northwest 
Mass: 

The front west mass has six sides and is two-stories. Alterations proposed to the mass include: 
(1) Removing the flat roof and increasing the height of the mass by approximately 3'-6" to 
accommodate insulation, structural, mechanical and drainage systems; to provide increased head 
clearance (currently the ceiling height is approximately 6'); and allow for the floor to be raised to 
match that of the exterior catwalk to accommodate accessibility. (3) Enclose a cutout at the rear 
west portion of the mass at the second level, adding approximately 90 square feet. 

Central East Mass:  The central east mass is a one-story rectangular mass. Alterations proposed to the mass include 
the removal and replacement of the windows, cladding and roof. See sections above for details. 

Central West 
Mass: 

The central west mass is a one-story rectangular mass with a sloped shed roof and eastward 
facing clerestory windows. Alterations proposed to the mass include the removal and replacement 
of the windows, exterior cladding and roof. See sections above for details. 
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Rear Mass: The rear mass is a one-story rectangular mass with a flat roof with roof deck. Alterations proposed 
to the mass include the removal and replacement of the windows, exterior cladding and roof. See 
sections above for details. Also proposed for the mass is a second level 460 square foot addition 
at the east side. Currently, the mass appears to be 18' tall due to parapet walls enclosing the roof 
deck at this section. The addition will raise the mass approximately 7' at the southeast corner of 
the mass to 25'. See drawings for further details.   

 


