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 CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
Application Date:  October 28, 2015   

Applicant: Greg Swedberg, 2Scale Architects for David Gordon, Whitestone Builders owner 

Property: 1411 Ashland Street, Lot 15 and 14, Block 151, Houston Heights Subdivision. The property 
consists of a 6,000 square foot (50' x 132') interior lot. 

Significance: Noncontributing residence, located in the Houston Heights Historic District West. This house was 
demolished on 10/8/14 and the site is currently vacant.   

Proposal: New Construction – Revision  3,849 square foot two story residence.   
The applicant was approved to construct a two-story residence in January of 2015.  They now 
propose the following revisions to this approved structure: 

 Lowered an approved window at the front porch by 10” 
 Added lattice foundation skirting along the perimeter of the crawlspace.   
 Raised the finished floor of the approved rear garage from under 1’ to approximately 2’ 6” 

in order to account for the alleyway being situated higher than the lot. 
 Added a third bay to the approved rear garage.  The will not be visible from the street. 
 Revised the fenestration on the north and south elevations 

See enclosed application materials and detailed project description on p. 4-13 for further details. 

Public Comment: No comment received.     

Civic Association: No comment received.  

Recommendation: Approval   

HAHC Action: - 
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APPROVAL CRITERIA 

NEW CONSTRUCTION IN A HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Sec. 33-242: HAHC shall issue a certificate of appropriateness for new construction in a historic district upon 
finding that the application satisfies the following criteria: 

 S    D   NA  S - satisfies     D - does not satisfy     NA - not applicable 

       (1) The new construction must match the typical setbacks of existing contributing structures in 
the historic district 

       (2) The exterior features of new construction must be compatible with the exterior features of 
existing contributing structures in the historic district 
  

       (3) The proportions of the new construction, including width and roofline, must be compatible 
with the typical proportions of existing contributing structures and objects in the historic 
district  

       (4) The height of the eaves of a new construction intended for use for residential purposes must 
not be taller than the typical height of the eaves of existing contributing structures used for 
residential purposes in the historic district; and 

       (5) The height of new construction intended for use for commercial purposes must not be taller 
than the typical height of the existing structures used for commercial purposes in the historic 
district. 
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PROPERTY LOCATION  

HOUSTON HEIGHTS HISTORIC DISTRICT WEST 

  

N 

1411 Ashland 
Street 
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INVENTORY PHOTO  
NCONTRIBUTING STRUCTURE HAS BEEN DEMOLISHED 
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NEIGHBORING PROPERTIES 
EXISTING SITE VIEWING WEST 

 
EXISTING SITE VIEWING NORTHWEST 

 
ACROSS THE STREET 
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3D RENDERING – FRONT FACING ASHLAND STREET 
APPROVED 1/29/2015 
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EAST ELEVATION – FRONT FACING ASHLAND STREET 
  

PROPOSED 

APPROVED 1/29/2015   
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SOUTH SIDE ELEVATION 
APPROVED 1/29/2015 

 
PROPOSED 

 
  

Front 
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NORTH SIDE ELEVATION 
APPROVED 1/29/2015 

 
PROPOSED 

 
 
 

  

Front 
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WEST (REAR) ELEVATION 
APPROVED 1/29/2015 

 
PROPOSED 
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SITE PLAN 
APPROVED 1/29/2015 

 
PROPOSED 

 

  

N 
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  WINDOW SCHEDULE 
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  PROJECT DETAILS 

Side Elevation: 
(North) 

Approved:  Viewing from front to back, the proposed residence will feature a 13’ deep front porch 
with a shed roof.  The next 34’ for the house will feature two windows on the first floor and six on 
the second.  There will be a 12’ 11” deep side porch behind this section. 
Proposed Revisions:  Deleted a pair of 1-over-1 windows on the first floor and added a band of 
contiguous single light casement windows at the proposed kitchen.  A 1-over-1 window has been 
deleted at the rear garage.   

Side Elevation: 
(South) 

Approved:  The first floor will feature 5 windows and the second floor will feature 9.  
Approximately the first 20’ of the house will feature no windows on the first or second floors.   
Proposed Revisions:  Shift an approved 1-over-1 window at the front of the structure 
approximately 2’ towards the rear of the property.  Delete three casement windows at the 
proposed kitchen for one wider casement window and a 1-over-1 window.  On the second floor, 
add a casement window towards the front of the property.  Shift an approved contiguous 1-over-1 
windows approximately 6’ towards the rear of the property.   

Rear Elevation: 
(West) 

Approved:  The residence will feature an attached alley loading garage. 
Proposed Revisions:  Add a third bay to the attached rear garage.  Lift the finished floor height 
of the garage from approximately 6” to 2’ 6” in order to account for the alley being situated higher 
than the existing grade of the property.  The garage will not be visible from the street.     

 
 
 

 


