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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
Application Date:  June 12, 2015   

Applicant: Harry & Diane Gendel,  owners 

Property: Lot 3, Block 441, Baker W R NSBB Amended, City of Houston, Harris County, Texas. The 
property is a vacant 7,500 square foot lot.  

Significance: The property is a vacant lot located in the Old Sixth Ward Historic District.  

Proposal: New Construction – Construct a new 3,200 square foot residential structure consisting of a single-
story section at the front of the lot connected to a two-story section at the rear of the lot. The 
applicant received a COA in 2012 and proposes to revise the following: 

• Raise the proposed ridge on the front portion from 24’-9” to 26’-8” 
• Raise the proposed ridge on the back portion from 32’-8” to 34’-10” 
• Increase the roof pitch from 9-over-12 to 10-over-12 

See enclosed application materials and detailed project description on p. 4-19 for further details. 

Public Comment: No public comment received.  

Civic Association: No comment received.  

Recommendation: Approval 

HAHC Action: - 
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APPROVAL CRITERIA 

NEW CONSTRUCTION IN A HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Sec. 33-242: HAHC shall issue a certificate of appropriateness for new construction in a historic district upon finding that 
the application satisfies the following criteria: 

 S    D   NA  S - satisfies     D - does not satisfy     NA - not applicable 

       (1) The new construction must match the typical setbacks of existing contributing structures in the 
historic district 

       (2) The exterior features of new construction must be compatible with the exterior features of existing 
contributing structures in the historic district 

       (3) The proportions of the new construction, including width and roofline, must be compatible with the 
typical proportions of existing contributing structures and objects in the historic district 

       (4) The height of the eaves of a new construction intended for use for residential purposes must not be 
taller than the typical height of the eaves of existing contributing structures used for residential 
purposes in the historic district; and 

       (5) The height of new construction intended for use for commercial purposes must not be taller than 
the typical height of the existing structures used for commercial purposes in the historic district. 

OLD SIXTH WARD DESIGN GUIDELINES 

        In accordance with Sec. 33-276, the proposed activity must comply with the City Council approved 
Design Guidelines. 
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PROPERTY LOCATION  

OLD SIXTH WARD HISTORIC DISTRICT 

  
  

N 

1814 State 
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CURRENT PHOTO  

  

6/17/2015 CITY OF HOUSTON   |   PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT   |   HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 4 OF 19 

 



Houston Archaeological &  Historical Commission ITEM A.29 
June 18, 2015 
HPO File No. 150629 

1814 State Street 
Old Sixth Ward 

 
 

NEIGHBORING PROPERTIES 

 

 

1812 State – Noncontributing – 2005 (neighbor) 1818 State – Contributing – 1890 (neighbor) 

 

 

1813 State– Contributing (across street) 1815 State– Contributing (across street) 
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3D RENDERING – FRONT FACING STATE STREET 
PROPOSED 

 
  

6/17/2015 CITY OF HOUSTON   |   PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT   |   HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 6 OF 19 

 



Houston Archaeological &  Historical Commission ITEM A.29 
June 18, 2015 
HPO File No. 150629 

1814 State Street 
Old Sixth Ward 

 
 

SOUTH ELEVATION – FRONT FACING STATE STREET 
APPROVED – 11/15/12  

  
PROPOSED 

 
  

6/17/2015 CITY OF HOUSTON   |   PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT   |   HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 7 OF 19 

 



Houston Archaeological &  Historical Commission ITEM A.29 
June 18, 2015 
HPO File No. 150629 

1814 State Street 
Old Sixth Ward 

 
 

WEST SIDE ELEVATION 
APPROVED – 11/15/12 

 
PROPOSED 
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EAST SIDE ELEVATION 
APPROVED – 11/15/12 

 
PROPOSED 
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NORTH (REAR) ELEVATION 
APPROVED – 11/15/12  

 
PROPOSED 
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CURRENT AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH 
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SITE PLAN 
APPROVED – 11/15/12   

 

 

  

N 

1818 STATE – CONT.  1814 STATE – PROPOSED   1812 STATE – NON-CONT. 
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PROPOSED 
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 FIRST FLOOR PLAN 
 

APPROVED – 11/15/12 

 
PROPOSED 

 

N 
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SECOND FLOOR PLAN 
APPROVED – 11/15/12 

 
PROPOSED 

 
 
 

N 
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WINDOW / DOOR SCHEDULE 

 

6/17/2015 CITY OF HOUSTON   |   PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT   |   HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 16 OF 19 

 



Houston Archaeological &  Historical Commission ITEM A.29 
June 18, 2015 
HPO File No. 150629 

1814 State Street 
Old Sixth Ward 

 
 

PREVAILING BUILDING LINE (PBL) APPLICATION ANALYSIS MAP – 2006 
& OSW HISTORIC DISTRICT INVENTORY CLASSIFICATION – 2010 

 

 
 

SANBORN 1924 – 1950 – INDICATING HISTORIC SETBACKS OF BOTH 15’ & 17’ 
East end of the north blockface historic prevailing setback approx. 17’ with west end property setbacks 3-6’ closer 

to street; South blockface historic prevailing setback approx. 15’ (grey indicates structures no longer existing).  
 
  

35’       12’              16’  17’  17’     17’ 

17’         17’        17’                   15’  15’       15’ 

NC       C  VAC NC      C          C         C          VAC 

VAC        C        C           C        VAC    VAC    C        VAC      C           C         

1811: COA 
Approved Aug. 
2012 for new 
residence 
setback at 17’ 

1812 Built 2004 
Setback at 16’; 
Porch Setback 
approx. 12’-6” 

Proposed 
Setback at 15’ 

Note: PBL 
places 1817, 
1815, 1813 at 
17’ setback but 
porches may be 
at 15’ setback 
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MATERIALS 
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PROJECT DETAILS 

Shape/Mass: The previously approved structure measured approximately 52” wide at the front, 65’ wide at the 
back with an overall depth of approximately 79’-5” and 24’-9” tall at the front and 32’-8” tall at the 
back. The revision raises the ridge heights two feet to 26’-8” and 34’-10”. A single-story 
connecting section with roof deck patio connects the front and rear sections and features a front 
roof porch hidden by an operable roof panel at the front facing central roof section. 

Setbacks: Front (south) setback is 15’, sides are 5’ and the rear (north) is 6’. The 1800 block of State Street 
has a minimum prevailing building front setback of 17’. The restriction was initiated and supported 
by the property owners and adopted by City Council in 2006. Upon approval of the COA by the 
HAHC, the applicant will be required to obtain a variance from the Planning Commission to 
construct the residence at the proposed 15’ front setback. 

Foundation: The proposed foundation is concrete pier and beam with a 3’ finished floor height. 

Windows/Doors: The proposed windows and doors are aluminum-clad, double-hung 1-over-1, awning and fixed 
windows.  

Exterior Materials: The residence will be clad in smooth surface cementitious horizontal siding with a small reveal at 
the front section to match typical reveal proportions of the district and a larger reveal at the rear 
section. 

Roof: The front and rear sections will feature a side gable roof with a 10-over-12 pitch clad in standing-
seam or corrugated metal with a galvanized finish with eave heights at 17’ at the front and 24’-8” 
at the rear. The connecting piece has a 1/8”-over-12 pitch and is approximately 17’ high. 

Front Elevation: 
(South) 

The front section of the house is a single-story to match scale of existing single-story contributing 
residences on the block; Windows on the front are double-hung 1-over-1; The elevation will 
feature a full width five-bay front porch with wood columns, guardrail and stairs; The front door will 
have a full-height or half-height glass insert with side lites and transom; Above the center bay a 
portion of the roof will feature an operable panel clad with perforated metal material to blend with 
the adjacent roof material; The rear section of the house at the east side will feature a double 
loading garage door and one set of 3’x6’ double-hung 1-over-1 windows at the second level; The 
first level on the west side of the rear section will feature an 8’-7” tall three-part window and door 
system not visible from the public-right-away. 

Side Elevation: 
(West) 

The front section of the residence will feature a single 3’x3’ fixed window centered in the gable 
reflective of the gable condition on the contributing structure located to the west; the central single 
story connecting section will feature a three-part window system and door with transom, side 
porch, and flat roof deck that will not be visible from the public right-of-way due to the setback of 
the central section of the house; The rear two-story section will feature a 3’x3’ awning window at 
the second level.   

Side Elevation: 
(East) 

The front section of the residence will feature two double-hung 1-over-1 windows; The central 
single story connecting section will feature a 13’-6”x2’ horizontal window that will not be visible 
from the public right-of-way due to the setback of the central section of the house; The rear two-
story section will feature a pedestrian door accessing the garage and an awning window at the 
second level. 

Rear Elevation: 
(North) 

Elevation will not be visible from the public right-of-way, please see elevation and plan drawings 
for fenestration details. 
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