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PSEFI October 6, 2016
Professional Surveyors Educational Foundation, Inc.

PLATTING WORKSHOP

PSEFI 2016 SESSION ONE

1.1 PLAT SUBMISSION BASICS

Travis Martin & Carlos G. Espinoza y Sánchez

City of Houston Planning and Development Department, 

Development Services
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OVERVIEW
• Chapter 42 History.

• Platting?

• Plat Class Types.

• Plat Submittal Process.

• Plat Requirements.

• Transit Corridor 
Ordinance.

• Optional Performance 
Standards.
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CHAPTER 42!!!!!!

The Platting Rules
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WHY DOES THE CITY OF HOUSTON REQUIRED PLATTING?

• Undeveloped land must be platted before any 
development occurs.

• If land has already been platted, i.e. LOT 1, 
BLOCK 555 out of the Houston Heights 
subdivision

• THEN?...
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SUBDIVISION PLAT SUBMITTAL AND APPROVAL PROCESS
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Classes of Subdivision 
Plats and GP

CLASS I PLAT
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CLASS II PLAT

CLASS III PLAT
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STREET DEDICATION

GENERAL PLAN PLAT
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FAVORITES

• Public Hearings.

• Variances. 
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Source: http://www.muddymatches.co.uk/dating-advice/2013/01/21/%E2%80%9Call-
women-want-a-bad-guy%E2%80%9D/
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Registry Issues

Common Issues 

• Polyline closed
• VERSION 0.1
• Extra layers and information 
• 2004 CAD
• Similar name on the 
• NO line over the boundary 

polyline.
• The coordinates are not linked to 

the plat with a line.
• File name has symbols

Trouble Shooting

Registry Template
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Dedicatory Language Plat

Notes Title Block

Vicinity Map

North

Plat Layout: Good Example

Plat Layout: Bad Example
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Record Info for Streets

XXX
xxxx

• Driveway, curbs, utility poles, 

fire hydrants, storm sewer 

inlets and others within 10’ of 

the tract

• Recorded easements

• Trees

• Roadways and sidewalks 

including the paving section 

width

• Public rights-of-way

Local Street
50’ ROW

Volume/Page

Existing Conditions Survey
Sec. 42-56
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DRAINAGE PLANS

Source: AP Photo/David J. Phillip

Plat inside the 100 - Year Floodplain and in City limits

=
Approved Drainage Plan is  Required
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100-YEAR FLOOD PLAIN ON CTP
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ARTICLE IV. TRANSIT CORRIDOR DEVELOPMENT

Sec. 42-401:

• 15 FEET  WIDE PEDESTRIAN REALM INCLUDED IN R.O.W. (between back-of-curb and 
property).

• ONE ORE MORE PUBLIC ENTRANCES FACING FRONT FAÇADE.

• NO BUILDING DOORS MAY SWING INTO THE CLEAR PEDESTRIAN SPACE.

• 6’ MINIMUM CLEAR PEDESTRIAN SPACE

• 20’ MAXIMUM SOFTSCAPE (PLATING AREA).

WHAT ARE TYPE A AND 
TRANSIT CORRIDOR 
STREETS?
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TRANSIT CORRIDOR MAPS
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A pedestrian 
realm shall be 

at least 15 
feet wide from 

the back of 
curb.

6’ minimum 
required 

sidewalk & 
clear 

pedestrian 
space.
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Required 7-
1/2 feet high 

clear 
pedestrian 

space along all 
transit corridor 

streets.

BUT WHAT IF PROJECT DOES NOT HAVE A SUFFICIENT 
PEDESTRIAN REALM OF 15 FEET?

D E D I C AT I O N N O - D E D I C AT I O N
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PED REALM DOCUMENTS 
NECESSARY FOR PLAT REVIEW

Survey (Must show back of curb distance to property line) 

 PROPOSED back-of-curb (BOC) METRO drawings
 Must consult Transportation for corridors where rail has not been 

constructed/engineered

Public Access Easement/Utility Easement
 Dimension and label proposed BOC on plat (according to survey)
 Dimension, hatch, and label public access easement

Proposed Back of Curb

Easement
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Optional Performance Standards
Sec.42-153
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Westheimer & Woodhead
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La Branch and Elgin Streets
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W. 20th and Rutland Streets
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME & PARTICIPATION! 

http://images1.houstonpress.com/imager/u/original/8296485/16647908098_37311ddd76_k.jpg


