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2009-08  Main Street Rail 

 
APPLICANT:  Planning & Development Department 
 
KEY MAP:   493 M, L, P, Q, T, W, X; 532 D, H, M, R, V; 533 A 
LAMBERT:   5353, 4354, 5355, 5356, 5357, 5456, 5457 
JURISDICTION:   City of Houston, Harris Co.  
DISTRICT/PRECINCT:  Council Dist. C, D, I; Harris Co. Pct. 1 
 
PROPOSAL:   

To reclassify the following streets as Transit Corridor Streets: 
1. Main Street from IH-10 to Blodgett Street 
2. Fannin Street from Wheeler to Montrose Boulevard 
3. Fannin Street from Montrose Boulevard to S. Braeswood Boulevard 
4. S. Braeswood Boulevard from Fannin Street to Greenbriar Street 
5. Greenbriar Street from S. Braeswood Boulevard to Fannin Street 
6. Fannin Street from Greenbriar Street to W. Bellfort Street 
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To classify the following street as Transit Corridor Street: 
7. San Jacinto from Blodgett Street to Montrose Boulevard 

 
 Transit corridor street means a right-of-way or easement that METRO has proposed as 
a route for a guided rapid transit or fixed guideway transit system and that is included on the 
city’s major thoroughfare and freeway plan (MTFP).   

 
APPLICANT JUSTIFICATION:   

The Planning Commission adopted “Transit Corridor Street” as a new street classification on 
the Major Thoroughfare and Freeway Plan (MTFP in 2008. This new classification was 
created to acknowledge the change in function of the street right-of-way that includes a 
Guided Rapid Transit system.  
 
The Main Street Rail service began on January 1, 2004. The rail corridor was constructed 
within the rights-of-way of major thoroughfares Main Street, Fannin Street, S. Braeswood 
Boulevard and Greenbriar Street. A portion of the alignment is also located within the right-
of way of local street San Jacinto. The classifications of these street segments as Transit 
Corridor Streets will correctly represent the function of these streets on the MTFP in light of 
the proposed Transit Corridor Ordinance being considered by Planning Commission and 
City Council this year.  

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve the requested designations as Transit Corridor Streets (Phase 1) 
 
JUSTIFICATION: 

 The Planning Commission adopted “Transit Corridor Street” as a new street 
classification on the Major Thoroughfare and Freeway Plan (MTFP) in 2008. This 
new classification was created to acknowledge the change in function of the street 
right-of-way that includes a Guided Rapid Transit system.  

 
 The Main Street Rail service began on January 1, 2004. The rail corridor was 

constructed within the rights-of-way of major thoroughfares Main Street, Fannin 
Street, S. Braeswood Boulevard and Greenbriar Street. A portion of the alignment is 
also located within the right-of way of local street San Jacinto. 

 
 The classifications of these street segments as Transit Corridor Streets will correctly 

represent the function of these streets on the MTFP in light of the proposed Transit 
Corridor Ordinance being considered by Planning Commission and City Council this 
year.  

 
 The right-of-way widths and number of lanes will be presented to the Planning 

Commission with the other Transit Corridors. 
 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: 
Planning Commission approved the requested designations as Transit Corridor Streets (Phase 
1) 
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FACTORS ASSESSED: 
 
1. History 

The 1942 MTFP shows Main Street, Fannin Street and San Jacinto Street as major 
thoroughfares even in Downtown Houston. Milam Street, north of Elgin was also designated 
as a major thoroughfare; however it was removed from the  MTFP in 1957. Also, the 
boundary of the Central Business District (CBD) was defined on this map where all 
thoroughfare designations have been excluded. San Jacinto was reclassified as a local 
street with the 1980 MTFP.  
 
Greenbriar Drive, north of Braeswood Boulevard was identified as a major thoroughfare on 
the 1942 MTFP. Also, Braeswood was designated a major thoroughfare that same year. In 
1964, Greenbriar’s major thoroughfare designation was extended south of Braeswood to 
Fannin. There have been no additional changes to the street segment classifications in the 
area since. 
 

                     
 
           1942 Major Street Plan                   1957 MTFP 
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                  1964 MTFP                     2008 MTFP 

 
2. Main Street Light Rail 
 
METRO’s Main Street Light Rail at-grade transit rail line project extends from the Central 
Business District to the Reliant Park area. This alignment was chosen because it passes 
through the Texas Medical Center, Rice University, Hermann Park and Zoo, the Museum 
District, Midtown area and University of Houston, Downtown, all regional attractions. Additionally, 
with increased multi-family residential development along the corridor, residential density in the 
area was considered relatively high and supportive of light rail.  
 
The project included 16 light rail stations, a park and ride lot at Fannin Station, and a 
maintenance facility and storage yard. The entire length of the Main Street line is 7.5 miles 
running north-south. METRO Solutions, Phase 2 will have this line intersect with the University 
Line, east-west, at the Wheeler/Blodgett Station around 2012. 
 
A maximum of 55.5 acres of right-of-way was acquired for this project. Vehicular traffic on Main 
Street north of the Wheeler/Blodgett Station has been reduced to two traffic lanes because of 
the light rail operations. At locations where the light rail transitions from Main Street to Fannin 
and San Jacinto streets in Midtown, or from Fannin Street to Braeswood and Braeswood to 
Greenbriar south of the TMC, safety crossing gates and additional intersection control measures 
have been installed. Four and six travel lanes in addition to the light rail operations occur south 
of the Wheeler/Blodgett Station where most of the roadways are one-way (portions of Fannin 
and Greenbriar are two-way). 
 
Forecasted transit boardings between the TMC and the CBD were approximately 20,000 in 
2020. Approximately 13,400 boardings occur from routes that would be truncated at the TMC 
Transit Center with implementation of light rail. These routes also account for almost 500 daily 
trips and 30 peak hour bus trips for latent demand at the same service frequency.Construction 
of the Main Street Light Rail line began in the fall of 2001 and continued through the spring of 
2003. The Main Street Light Rail line became fully operational by 2004. 



2009 Major Thoroughfare and Freeway Plan CITY OF HOUSTON PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Amendment Request DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION 
 

MainStreetRail_PCAction2009.doc August 28, 2009 

http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/DevelopmentRegs/mobility/MTFP.htm 5 

3. Population & Employment Projections  
 
Texas is one of the fastest growing states in the nation, and Harris County is the fastest growing 
county in the state1.  Today, more than 2.2 million people live in the City of Houston and another 
700,000 live in the City’s ETJ. Houston and its ETJ’s rich employment sector is home to more 
than 1.7 million jobs, making it the state’s most populous and robust economic center. 
 
One of the greatest challenges to Houston’s mobility is that by 2035 more than 870,000 new 
residents are projected to live outside the City limits in the ETJ while the major thrust of 
employment growth is within the City limits. The distance between population and employment 
centers will result in more travel, greater time traveling, and longer travel delays. 
 
While the ETJ is growing, the City will also be taking in an additional 550,000 new residents.  
The most notable population growth occurs inside Loop 610.  It reflects efforts to create a dense 
urban core through mixed-use development strategies. 
 
1. Eschbach, Karl. “Population Change in Texas” Texas State Data Center. 2008 

 http://txsdc.utsa.edu. Accessed May, 2009.  
 

 
The Harris-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) projects that over 30 years (2005 – 2035) the 
population within the study area*, will increase by 7,947 persons from 19,459 to 27,406 
representing an increase of 40.8%. Persons per acre are projected to increase from 
approximately 6.93 to approximately 9.76. During the same period H-GAC estimates that total 
jobs in the subject area will increase by 2,387 from 9,575 to 11,962 (25.0%). Jobs per acre are 
projected to increase from approximately 3.41 to 4.26. 
 
Expressed in percentages, the subject area’s population growth is expected to be greater than 
the City of Houston’s (40.8% versus 29.0%), but the area’s job growth is expected to be less 
than the City’s (19.8% versus 44.6%). 
 

Main Street 
Corridor 

Year 
Population 

(Persons/Acre) 
% Chg 

Jobs 
(Jobs/Acre) 

% Chg 
Households

(HH/Acre) 
% Chg 

  2005 6.93   27.54   3.41   

  2010 8.31 19.9% 29.95 8.7% 3.84 12.9% 

  2015 8.81 5.9% 30.67 2.4% 3.99 3.8% 

  2020 9.14 3.8% 31.75 3.5% 4.10 2.7% 

  2025 9.16 0.3% 32.39 2.0% 4.11 0.4% 

  2030 9.34 1.9% 32.68 0.9% 4.15 0.9% 

  2035 9.76 4.4% 32.98 0.9% 4.26 2.6% 

Change from 2005 to 2035 2.82 40.8% 5.44 19.8% 0.85 25.0% 
Change in City of Houston  
(2005-2035)   29.0%   44.6%   31.7% 
Change in Houston ‘s ETJ 
(2005-2035)   91.9%   91.64%   112.7% 
Source:   H-GAC’s 2035 Regional Growth Forecast. 
* Data represents population, jobs, and households in79 Traffic Analysis Zones (TAZ) encompassing approximately 2,808 
acres around the proposed amendment.  Population projections do not include projections for group housing. 

 

http://txsdc.utsa.edu/�
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4. Platting Activity 
 

Subdivision Plat Name 
PC Action 

Date 
Key Map Land Use 

Property 
Size 

(Acres) 

No. of 
Lots 

Sterrett Street Sec 1 amending 
plat no 1 partial replat no 1 

2-Apr-09 493M 
SF Residential 

(shared driveway) 
0.4813 2 

Main Place Subdivision 3-Jan-08 493L Commercial 1.1799 0 

Advantage BMW Midtown Sec 3 16-Aug-07 493Q Commercial 1.4348 0 

Advantage BMW Midtown Sec 2 29-Mar-07 493Q Commercial 0.6026 0 

Leeland Square Subdivision 25-May-06 493Q 
SF Residential  
(public street) 

0.1908 5 

Harris County Jury Assembly 
Plaza Subdivision 

16-Mar-06 493M Office 1.4527 0 

Central Bank Midtown 
Subdivision 

10-May-07 493P Commercial 1.4348 0 

SMS Nineteen Sixty E 
Subdivision 

30-Nov-06 493T Commercial 0.7246 0 

Twenty Five Ten Travis Street 
Lofts Subdivision 

3-Aug-06 493T Unrestricted 0.2089 0 

Austin Hadley Place Subdivision 17-Aug-06 493U 
SF Residential  
(public street) 

0.2296  

Asia Society Center replat no 1 18-Dec-08 493w Unrestricted 1.1662 0 

Christus Health Gulf Coast 
Subdivision 

20-Nov-08 493T Commercial 2.2200 0 

Bute Addition partial replat no 1 18-Dec-08 493X Unrestricted 1.6139 0 

Elgin Center Subdivision 25-Sep-08 493T Commercial 0.3587 0 

Museum Court Subdivision 24-Apr-08 493x 
SF Residential  
(public street) 

0.1148 3 

Ruth Street Townhomes 
Subdivision 

28-Feb-08 493X 
SF Residential 

(shared driveway) 
0.3440 8 

Camden Travis Street 
Apartments 

28-Feb-08 493T Unrestricted 3.4710 0 

King Fuels Food Store no 2 17-Jan-08 493X Commercial 0.3111 0 

Minh Subdivision 29-Nov-07 493X Commercial 0.3812 0 

Museum Terrace Subdivision 29-Nov-07 493X 
SF Residential 

(shared driveway) 
0.2296 6 

Casa Di Verona Subdivision 25-Oct-07 493W Unrestricted 0.2300 0 

Galwan Townhomes Subdivision 27-Sep-07 493X 
SF Residential  
(public street) 

0.1721 4 

Museum Place Subdivision 10-May-07 493W Unrestricted 2.2960 0 

Rosewood Villas Subdivision 26-Apr-07 493X 
SF Residential  
(public street) 

0.2870 6 

Museum Place Subdivision 12-Apr-07 493W Other 2.2900 0 

Wichita Place Subdivision 15-Mar-07 493W 
SF Residential  
(public street) 

0.1722 4 

Houston Community College 
Central Campus Subdivision 

9-Nov-06 493T 
Public and 
Institutional 

19.560 0 

Midtown Elevated Subdivision 9-Nov-06 493x 
SF Residential  
(public street) 

0.4017 10 

Forty Nine Hundred Caroline 
Boulevard Subdivision 

14-Sep-06 493X 
SF Residential  
(public street) 

0.2823 7 
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Subdivision Plat Name 
PC Action 

Date 
Key Map Land Use 

Property 
Size 

(Acres) 

No. of 
Lots 

Caroline Manor 31-Aug-06 493X 
SF Residential  
(public street) 

0.6457 13 

Arizonian at Austin Street 
Subdivision 

20-Jul-06 493x 
SF Residential  
(public street) 

0.2870 0 

Houston Community College 
Central Campus Central Plant 

25-May-06 493T Commercial 0.5970 0 

Tuscan One Subdivision 11-May-06 493X 
SF Residential  
(public street) 

0.2984 8 

Six Thousand Six Hundred Main 
replat No 1 partial replat no 1 

13-Mar-08 532H Unrestricted 1.5530 0 

Texas Childrens Maternity Center 
Subdivision 

27-Sep-07 532H Unrestricted 3.3764 0 

Methodist Hospital West Campus 
Subdivision 

2-Mar-06 532H Commercial 3.8120 0 

Rice University Collaborative 
Research Center Subdivision 

17-Aug-06 532H Unrestricted 2.8720 0 

Cambridge International Office 
partial replat no 2 

18-Dec-08 532M Commercial 3.4240 0 

H8W Development GP 13-Dec-07 532V General Plan 101.80 0 

Twenty Ten Naomi Avenue 
Subdivision 

29-Nov-07 532R Unrestricted 0.7231 0 

MSI Almeda Apartments 21-Jun-07 533S Multi-family 10.170 0 

Naomi Avenue Place Subdivision 18-Jan-07 533N 
SF Residential  
(public street) 

0.4867 12 

Naomi Place Sec 4 Replat No. 2 14-Dec-06 532R 
SF Residential  
(public street) 

0.2434 5 

Texas Medical Center Garage no 
19 Subdivision 

12-Oct-06 532M Unrestricted 8.2045 0 

Naomi Place Sec 4 replat no 1 28-Sep-06 532R 
SF Residential  
(public street) 

0.9595 19 

Medical Center Lodge replat 16-Mar-06 532M Commercial 0.4591 0 

Harris County Improvement 
District no 8 Landscape Reserve 
Sec 1 

11-Sep-08 532V 
Park and  

Open Space 
0.9918 0 

Centerpoint Drive Sec 1 STD 11-Sep-08 532V 
Transportation  

and Utility 
0.6321 0 

 
  

TO CONTACT THE APPLICANT: 
 
CONTACT:   Michael Kramer 

 Planning & Development Department 

 City of Houston 

EMAIL: Michael.Kramer@cityofhouston.net 
 


