
What ar

Design gu
States to 

Historic d
are allowe
Houston c
must be w
what the o
project pla

Which h

Design gu
Districts. G
updated to
developed
Districts. 

The first d
Historic D
required t
Starkweat
ordinance
three mor
During Ph
Norhill, W
will be upd
(downtow

How is 

The City i
newspape

The City h
manager 
Decembe

Ci

re Design G

uidelines are 
provide helpf

istricts are ma
ed in those di
contains 22 h
written broadly
ordinance me
anning proces

historic dis

uidelines have
Guidelines fo
o reflect the la
d for Houston

design guideli
District in 2007

he City to dev
ther, and Hig

e was amende
re historic dist
hase 1 of this 

Woodland Heig
dated. Phase

wn) and Glenb

the Planni

s using a var
er/radio) to ge

has mailed no
Steph McDou

er 2015 to gat

 

ity of Hous
F

Guidelines

reference ma
ful guidance to

anaged throu
stricts and the
istoric district
y enough to a

eans for each 
ss and hopefu

stricts hav

e been adopte
r these distric
atest ordinan

n Heights Eas

nes adopted 
7. The City of 
velop design 
h First Ward 
ed again, in S
tricts: Housto
project, desig

ghts and Free
e 2 will create 
brook Valley H

ng Departm

iety of method
et information

otices of publi
ugal has been
her their inpu

ston Histor
Frequently 

s? 

aterials, comm
o owners of p

gh local laws
e process for
ts, each of wh
apply to all of 
individual dis

ully saving pr

e or will ha

ed for Old Six
cts and draft g
ce amendme
t, West, and S

by the City of
Houston's Hi
guidelines fo
Historic Distri

September 20
n Heights Ea
gn guidelines
eland Historic 

design guide
Historic Distric

ment maki

ds (including 
 into the com

ic meetings to
n meeting wit
t, and consul

 

ric District 
Asked Qu

 

monly used by
property in his

 (city ordinan
r making chan
hich is unique
them. Design

strict, making 
operty owner

ave Design

xth Ward, Ge
guidelines for 
ents. New des
South; Norhil

f Houston we
istoric Preser
r any new his
icts have bee

015, it required
st, Houston H
will be devel
Districts, and

elines for the M
ct. 

ng propert

mailings, em
munity and to

o all property 
h property ow
tants from W

 Design Gu
uestions 

y City governm
storic districts

nces) that des
nges to histor
e, but the histo
n guidelines h
these guideli

rs time and m

n Guideline

rmantown, an
r High First W
sign guideline
l; Woodland H

ere created fo
rvation Ordina
storic districts
en designated
d the City to d

Heights West,
oped for thos

d the design g
Main Street M

ty owners 

ail, surveys, s
o encourage p

owners, as re
wners and oth
inter & Comp

uidelines 

ments throug
s. 

scribe what ty
ric buildings. T
oric preservat
help to explain
ines a helpful

money.  

es? 

nd Starkweath
Ward Historic D
es are current
Heights; and 

r the Old Sixt
ance, as ame
; the German

d since that tim
develop desig
, and Houston
se three distri
guidelines for
Market Square

aware of t

social media,
people to par

equired by or
her stakeholde
pany began m

hout the Unit

ypes of chang
The City of 
tion ordinance
n and illustrat
l tool during th

her Historic 
District are be
ly being 
Freeland His

th Ward Prote
ended in 2010
ntown, 
me. When the
gn guidelines 
n Heights Sou
cts as well as

r Old Sixth Wa
e Historic Dis

this projec

 and 
rticipate. 

rdinance. Proj
ers since 

meeting with th

ed 

es 

e 
te 
he 

eing 

toric 

ected 
0, 

e 
for 

uth. 
s the 
ard 
strict 

ct? 

ject 

he 



community in September 2016 -- the first of five meetings that will take place before the design guidelines 
are completed. In addition to community workshops and mailings, outreach for this project includes 
interviews, focus groups, email notifications, social media posts, CitizensNet, press releases, and media 
coverage in newspapers and on the radio. Neighborhood associations have also assisted in getting the 
word out about meetings and other opportunities for property owners to make their voices heard. 

Project Steps 

The development of Design Guidelines is a multi-step process that includes data analysis, gathering input 
from the community, refining the community's wishes for each historic district, crafting a strategy, and 
creating the design guidelines document for each historic district. 

Step 1: Assessment and Vision 
Winter & Company gathered and analyzed vast amounts of technical data about each of the seven 
historic districts. They identified neighborhood characteristics, building trends, and how each district has 
(or has not) changed over time. Property owners and stakeholders are also identifying key neighborhood 
characteristics and issues, as well as what they want for their individual historic district, during community 
workshops and online surveys. In some cases, the direction from property owners is clear. A "Visual 
Preferences Survey" in January 2017 will clarify any remaining questions about what the community 
wants. 

Step 2: Strategy Paper 
Based on the data and community input gathered, Winter & Company will develop a Strategy Paper that 
includes an outline of the Design Guidelines, as well as the approach for addressing various issues that 
must be addressed when considering what is compatible with each historic district. The Strategy Paper 
will be presented for public comment and to City Council in February 2017. 

Step 3: Draft Design Guidelines 
Each guidelines document will go through an initial draft, revisions, an interim draft, more revisions, and 
the final draft for presentation to Council. 

Step 4. Adoption 
Each design guidelines document will be presented to the Houston Archeological and Historical 
Commission for review, and then to City Council for consideration before adoption. Public hearings will 
give property owners the opportunity to be heard. 

For More Information 

Contact project manager Steph McDougal at 832-393-6541 or steph.mcdougal@houstontx.gov.  

 


