
Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission Meeting Date: November 18, 2010

 AGENDA ITEM: IVh 

SITE NAME: HPO File no.  101108 
SITE LOCATION: 821 Columbia Street Houston Heights Historic District South (PENDING) 
 

 

 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
 

City of Houston Planning and Development Department, Development Services 
  

Owner: Holly and Josh Hudley                               Applicant: McIntyre & Robinowitz Architects  
Time Date 90-day   
Frame Accepted              Waiver   
 November-3-2010 N/A   
 
SITE INFORMATION:   
Lot 7, Block 250, Houston Heights, City of Houston, Harris County, Texas. The site is a vacant lot 
TYPE OF APPROVAL REQUESTED:   
The applicant requests a certificate of appropriateness for the following work:  
 
• Construct a new two story residence with attached two car garage at the rear which will have alley access; The 

proposed building will contain 3,184 square feet of conditioned space; The proposed residence will be setback 
approximately 21’-0” from the east (front) property line; 5’-3” from the north (side) property line and 6’-9” from 
the south (side) property line; The building will feature a forward facing gable roof to be clad in standing seam 
metal; Roof will feature exposed rafter tails and will have a maximum height of 28’-0” to roof ridge; The exterior 
of the building will be clad in horizontal lap fiber cement siding;  

 
• East Elevation (front facing Columbia Street): The main body of the building will be two stories  in height with a 

forward facing gable roof; The forward most portion of the house will feature a series of three windows on the 
first and second floors; The front elevation will feature a one story porch which will be set back from the two 
story portion of the building; The porch will feature a combination hipped and shed roof with hip portion sloping 
towards the street;  

 
• North Elevation (facing side property line); Elevation will feature a two story bay which will extend 

approximately 3’-0” from the main wall plane which will be set back 23’-0” from the front façade; The elevation 
will feature a series of fixed, awning, or casement type windows with single glass lites on the first and second 
floors; Please see elevations for fenestration details 

 
• South Elevation (facing side property line): The side porch will feature a side sloping shed roof which will cover 

the double pedestrian entry doors; The porch roof will be supported by simple round or square columns and will 
feature a stucco or brick clad chimney flue; The elevation will feature a series of fixed, awning, or casement 
type windows with single glass lites on the first and second floors; Please see elevations for fenestration details 

 
• West Elevation (facing rear property line - not visible from the public right-of-way): Elevation will feature two 

overhead roll up type garage doors and a pair of windows on the second floor;  Please see elevation for 
fenestration details 

 
HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE: 
At the time of the Houston Heights Historic District South (pending) survey, the Queen Anne house built circa 1910, 
was classified on the inventory as “potentially-contributing.” The property was approved a certificate of 
appropriateness for demolition at the September 23, 2010 HAHC meeting. 
The property is contained within the boundary of the Houston Heights Historic District South which is the subject of 
a pending Historic District application which was received by Planning Department staff on June 2, 2010 
 
APPROVAL CRITERIA FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION: 
Sec. 33-242.  Same-New construction in historic district. 
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(a)  The HAHC shall issue a certificate of appropriateness for new construction in a historic district upon finding that 
the application satisfies the following criteria: 
 
 S D NA S - satisfies     D - does not satisfy     NA - not applicable 
 
    (1)  The new construction must match the typical setbacks of existing contributing structures in the 

historic district 
 
    (2)  The exterior features of new construction must be compatible with the exterior features of existing 

contributing structures in the historic district 
       
    (3)  The proportions of the new construction, including width and roofline, must be compatible with the 

typical proportions of existing contributing structures and objects in the historic district 
 
     (4)  The height of the eaves of a new construction intended for use for residential purposes must not be 

taller than the typical height of the eaves of existing contributing structures used for residential 
purposes in the historic district; and 

 
    (5)  The height of new construction intended for use for commercial purposes must not be taller than the 

typical height of the existing structures used for commercial purposes in the historic district 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   Approval of the certificate of appropriateness 
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Site Location Map 
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Photograph of Architectural Model 
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Site / Roof Plan  
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 East (front) Elevation 
Facing Harvard 

Not to Scale  
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 North (side) Elevation 
Not to Scale  
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 South (side) Elevation  
Not to Scale 
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 West (rear) Elevation 
Not Visible from Public Right of Way 

Not to Scale  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


