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Context/Background Analysis n Houston Urban Corridor Planning
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This chapter introduces the concept of transit oriented development for the six

urban corridors being studied.

Al.1

East End Urban
Corridor Study Area

The East End Urban Corridor starts just east of the downfown
and runs east along Harrisburg Boulevard, terminating at
the Magnolia Transit Center on the south side of Harrisburg
at 70th Street. The Corridor is approximately 2.5 miles long.
The northern and southern boundaries of the East End
Urban Corridor Study Area — measured at a 1/4 mile on
either side of Harrisburg - are shown on adjacent map.

Main Street character around 6é6th St.



East Corridor

Southeast Corridor

Corridor Study Area

5 Minute Walking Distance fo Station
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Eastwood Park - Example of open space land use

Al.2

Context of the East
End

Al1.2.1
Land Use

Part of this Urban Corridor Planning study is to understand
the common and unique characters of each Urban
Corridor. Two elements that define the area are the land
uses and the size and scale of buildings in the study area
- a /4 mile of the planned guided rapid fransit.

The map on the opposite page illustrates the range of
existing land uses along the East End Corridor. The area
is composed of industrial uses, single family residential
neighborhoods, commercial establishments and open
spaces. The area also has considerable undeveloped
parcels ofland. There are only a few multi-family residential
units and offices.

Two major industrial areas are located in proximity to the
railways - one near Live Oak Street and the other near
65th Streetf. Industrial uses are located on both sides of
Harrisburg Boulevard at the intersection of Nagle, Velasco
and Caylor Streets for example.

Small scale commercial establishments are located along
the Corridor from the western boundary of the Corridor fo
65th Street. At 65th Street there is a concentration of retail
uses exists on both sides of the Corridor up to the Magnolia
Transit Center.

Single family residential neighborhoods dominate the area
north of south of the Corridor between Milby and Altic
Streets. On the north side of Harrisburg Boulevard this land
use extends past Altic to 72nd Street.

A major public park is located adjacent to Harrisburg
Boulevard on the south side between Stiles and Adam
Streets. Two other sizeable green spaces are within walking
distance from Altic Station and the Magnolia Transit Center.
A few pocket parks also contribute to the neighborhood
fabric.
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Medium sized building fronting Harrisburg Blvd. at Delmar St.

Large building footprint on Harrisburg Blvd at Drennan St.

A1.2.2
Building Footprint

The map on the facing page illustrates the size and scale
of buildings found in the East End Corridor. All existing
buildings have been shaded to help create a picture of
the pattern created by different buildings, streets and
open space - or the area’s urban fabric.

The typical small downtown block dimensions of 250
by 250 feet extend to the western edge of the East End
corridor up to the underpass. At this point, the block
dimensions shiftf to a rectangular shape and the urban
character changes. The building footprints in this area
generally reveal half block and large block developments.
Large atypical block developments are found south of
the corridor between Nagle Street and South Lockwood
Drive. Many medium sized buildings front Harrisburg
Boulevard. Their configuration varies from detached
buildings at Estelle Street, to attached rows on both sides
of Harrisburg Boulevard between 65th and Wayside Drive
and plazas found near the Magnolia Transit Center. The
smallest building footprints show the prominence of single
detached homes in adjacent neighborhoods.
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