C2ER THE COUNCIL FOR COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC RESEARCH - From the ACCRA Cost of Living Index (COLI)
Year-End Review of Three Quartersin 2009
National Averagefor 322 Urban Areas = 100
(Comparing the Houston, Texas and its lower cost-of-living rating to the 1 — 10" Ranked Most Expensive Urban Areas)
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C2ER THE COUNCIL FOR COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC RESEARCH - ACCRA Cost of Living Index (COLI)
Year-End Review of Three Quartersin 2009 (Extract from Press Release)
National Average for 322 Urban Areas = 100
(Comparing the Houston, Texas and its lower cost-of-living rating to the 1 — 10" Ranked Most Expensive Urban Areas)
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A CLOSER LOOK AT GROCERY STORE ITEMS—-HOUSTON, TEXASCOMPARED TO TEN MOST EXPENSIVE URBAN AREAS
Texas cities frequently rate among the least expensivein theindex and prices are often below the national average for itemsfound in the grocery
store. Here'sa snapshot of pricesfor itemsin Houston, Texas.

Year-End Review of Three Quartersin 2009 Average Prices compared to ten most expensive ar eas).
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The ACCRA Cost of Living Index measures differences in the cost of consumer goods and services, excluding taxes and non-consumer

expenditures, for professional and managerial households in the top quintile. It is based on more than 50,000 prices covering 60 different items

for which prices are collected quarterly by chambers of commer ce, economic development organizations or university applied economic centers

in each participating urban area. Small difference should not beinterpreted as showing a measurable difference.

The composite index is based on six components— housing, utilities, grocery items, transportation, health care and miscellaneous goods and services.
Visit www.coli.org to Compar e Affordable Houston Cost of Livingto COL in Other Major Metropolitan Areas/Cities




