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keeps it out of landfills, and gives it to not-for-profit organizations. Got
bricks?
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By the Numbers

The Reuse Warehouse has diverted 832 tons of building material from area landfills since it opened

in 2009. This exceeds the entire weight of La Mujer Bridge spanning the docks of Buenos Aires,
Argentina. This cantilevered cable-stay bridge, designed by Spanish architect/engineer Santiago

Calatrava, completed in 2001, swings 90 degrees to allow ships to pass. Our growing family of non-


http://reusewarehouse.blogspot.com/

profit organizations have collected over 700 tons of diverted material for reuse. This matches the
weight of one of the 1125-foot masts supporting the Millau Viaduct over the River Tarn in France
(see inset above). Designed by the British architect Sir Norman Foster and the French structural
engineer Michel Virlogeux , the Millau Viaduct is the tallest bridge in the world.

Recent Events - Crazy Thursday

Reuse Warehouse

On December 8th, the law firm Vinson & Elkins LLP hired a moving company to bring over 15

tons or reusable office furniture to the Reuse Warehouse. In addition to this colossal

donation, B.D.& W Construction, Pamela Pearson, Wyatt Little, and the Houston Arboretum

teamed up to divert 18 tons of reusable building material from landfills on one sunny day
hereafter known as Crazy Thursday. December 2011 was our third largest month in landfill
diversions. An average month's donation of 25 tons roughly matches the weight of a railroad
box car (see inset above). Last month because of many of you, the Reuse Warehouse
diverted over 45 tons, which is more like the weight of a steam locomotive. Within 2 weeks,
90% of the material accepted on Crazy Thursday was collected by charities. With more
months like December, the Reuse Warehouse will cross the 1000 ton barrier by its third
birthday on April 28th, 2012.

Building Partnerships - Setting Higher Goals


http://www.velaw.com/offices/Houston.aspx
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Reuse Warehouse

The Prudential Building, a Houston Medical Center landmark designed by architect Kenneth
Franzheim, was imploded in 17 seconds on Sunday morning, January 8, 2012. The M.D. Anderson

Cancer Center currently owns the property. Although the general contractor, Vaughn Construction

Co. is working diligently to salvage a significant percentage of the stone finishes, murals , and other
material throughout the building, hundreds of tons of construction material will leave this site and
enter landfills.

38% of all landfill material in our area comes from the construction and demolition industry. In order
to reduce this percentage, a deconstruction industry must grow within the construction/demolition

industry. Among people who seek to divert material on a greater scale, several questions arise:

e Is deconstruction more expensive then demolition?
e Does deconstruction take more time?
e Are trained crews available to do the work?

e What about liability?

The Reuse Warehouse receives frequent calls from professionals looking for ways to address these
and other questions, and open pathways to divert larger amounts reusable building material. Just a
few of the proactive participants include Balfour Beatty Construction (formerly Spaw Maxwell), RDLR

Architects, Satterfield and Pontikes Construction Inc., Kirksey, the Trammell Crow Company, the

U.S.Green Building Council, the City of Houston Green Building Resource Center, Living Paradigm,

and others. If you would like to join in this discussion and/or plan to attend a conference in the near
future, please call the Reuse Warehouse at 281-814-3324.
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City of Houston Reuse
Warehouse does not endorse
private companies and
mentions their names solely
because they have made
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the project in some way.
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Houston Umbrella « Houston

Works « Humble Independent

School District « Iglesia
Bautista Vida Nueva « In
Action Shelters Inc. ¢ Ignite
Technical Assistance and

Consulting Services Inc. ¢

Independence Heights

Redevelopment Council Inc. ¢

Its All about Love Animal

Rescue * John P. McGovern
Museum of Health and
Medical Science ¢ Jones
Therapeutic Foster Care *

Jewish Family Service ¢ Katy

Visual and Performing Arts

Center » Keep Houston

Beautiful « L — H Transitional

Center Inc.s La Iglesia Luz de
Vida « LAKIDS Inc. * The

Last Chance Recovery Center

Inc. « Last Organic Outpost *

Lawndale Art and

Performance Center

Lending Helping Hands to

Others - Life Support
Development Ministry ¢

Lighthouse Animal
Foundation « Lighthouse

Outreach Ministries * Light of
Faith Ministries Project « LINC
Houston « Lion Mountain

Charity Foundation ¢ Living

Paradigm Community

Development Corporation ¢

Maharishi Vedic Education
Development Corporation ¢
Maitreya Buddha Meditation

Center » Maranatha Christian

Ministries « Married Ladies
Social Art & Charity Club of

America * The Mennonite
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Central Committee U.S. *
Mildred’s Umbrella Theater

Company « Ministry of Jesus
Christ and Life Center *

Mission Centers of Houston
The Mission of Yahweh ¢ The
Monarch School Inc. * Nature

Healing Nature *
Neighborhood Centers Inc. ¢

New Deliverance Fellowship

Ministries « New Beginnings
Ministries of Texas City * New

Jerusalem Missionary Baptist
Church « The Oaks Dads Club
» Obmons Educational Stage

Plays Inc. Opera in the
Heights * The Orange Show

Foundation * Organization of

Chinese Americans Inc. * The

Pacifica Foundation * Parents

Against Predators * Parish
Childrens School « PTA Texas

Conference - Patience
Outreach Inc.« Progressive
Baptist Church of Houston ¢
Psophonia Dance Company
Re-Birth Temple Church of
God in Christ « Redemption

Community Development

Corporation * The Redeemer
Church < Repair the Breach

Ministries « Rice University *
Richmond Avenue Coalition

Rio Bravo Wildlife Institute

Rosa’s School ¢ Row House

Community Development ¢
Rutherford B.H. Yates

Museum Inc. * Ryon Sports
Association * Salvation
Outreach Inc. * Sacred
Pathways Incorporated *

Sekai Mahikari Bunmei
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Kyodan USA « SER - Jobs for
Progress ¢ The Shade Tree

Project « Shape Community
Center » South Texas Animal

Adoption Resource *
Southwest SIDS Research

Institute, Inc.» Spacetaker ¢

Spay Neuter Assistance

Program ¢ Spirit of Praise

Ministries Holiness ¢ Spring

Branch Independent School
District « St. Andrew’s

Episcopal Church « St. Mark’s
United Methodist Church « St.
Thomas High School *

S.T.A.N.D Christian Ministries

* Suchu Dance Houston *

Sweet Notions * Taking Christ

to the Streets Ministries ¢

Talent Yield Coalition Inc. *
TCFWC Ministries « Techs

and Trainers Inc. * Temenos

Community Development

Corporation * Texans

Together Education Fund Inc.

» Texas Adaptive Aquatics

Inc.* The Hurting Reached

Universally Strengthened ¢

Tillman and Tillman
Development « Together We
Stand Christian Church ¢
Tomball Independent School

District « Treat’em Right
Rescue + United Methodist
Church and Its Affiliated
Organizations * United States

Conference of Catholic
Bishops ¢« The U.S. Green
Building Council Houston
Chapter « United Way of

Greater Houston * The

University of Houston * The
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Westview School « Upstage

Theatre « Urban Harvest ¢

Valued Life Organization Inc.
* Veggie Pals * Victory
Church of God in Christ ¢
Women'’s Resource center of
Houston for Families « We

Can Recycle « Westbury

Area Improvement Corp. *
Wildewood Baptist Church
Wildlife Rehab & Education *
Writers in the Schools

Workshop Houston *

Yahwehs House of Houston ¢

You Can Worldwide Ministries
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