
 Inside this issue: 

City of Houston, Annise D. Parker, Mayor        SWMD, Harry J. Hayes, Director     Oct  2011     Volume 1 Issue 5 

For more information visit us on www.houstonsolidwaste.org 

Message from the Director 1 
CIGNA Calling! 1 
Safety Corner 2 
Compucycle 3 
Birthday Corner 4 
New Hires 4 
  
  

Message from the Director 

1 

8th Annual “Trash Can Classic”  
CMC IS BACK AGAIN 
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MONTH TO MONTH LANDFILL SAVINGS 

$6,367 
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It’s that time again! 

The Combined Municipal Campaign (CMC) is in full 
swing!  At the Solid Waste Management Department 
(SWMD), we are committed to helping our commu-
nity. The City of Houston (COH) proved this last year 
when we helped raise more than $1.4 million through 
CMC for local charities.  We supported organizations 
that help our community’s youth, animals, parks, 
emergency personnel and our elderly, to name a few.  
This year, to encourage you to give again, there are 
lots of fun events planned again like the basketball 
tournament, the golf tournament and an auction.  
Donating is as easy as ever through bi-weekly or one 
time donations. I cannot thank you enough for your 
commitment and generosity in reaching out and serv-
ing your community.  

New options for e-waste recycling 

We also address the community’s needs in new inno-
vative ways; one of which is the City’s new partner-
ship with CompuCycle.  Our existing recycling pro-
grams have successfully saved taxpayers millions in 
fees and now residents can add to that savings with 
additional convenient and  environmentally responsi-
ble recycling options.  The COH is partnering with 
CompuCycle to provide a permanent electronic recy-
cling drop-off facility (located at 7700 Kempwood) to 
Houston residents.  CompuCycle will also be provid-
ing one day collection events at City of Houston recy-
cling centers beginning October 8th. 

As city ambassadors, you have what it takes to make a 
difference.  I take great pride in our work accomplish-
ments and along with that the positive impact we 
continue to make in our community.   

As part of the City’s Combined 
Municipal Campaign (CMC), 
the Solid Waste Management 
Department will host the 8th An-
nual Trash Can Classic 4-Man 
Scramble on October 15, 2011.  
Last year’s winners “North Ops 
Golfers” and runner ups “Parks 
and Recreation” along with the 
rest of the teams gave us an 
exciting tournament and a 
really tight final! Well, the tourna-
ment is back and so is a unique 
opportunity to crown yourself as 
the best golfer in town.  The reg-
istration fee is  $75 per player or 
$280 per team of four. City em-
ployees, families and friends 
who participated last year in the 
Golf tournament and other 
events helped raise $25,000 
which was donated to charities 
such as Kids Meals, H.E.A.R.T. 
and World Youth Foundation.   http://www.facebook.com/houstonsolidwaste 

Logo for the 8th annual Trash Can Classic Golf 
tournament on October 15, 2011 

CIGNA  
CALLING ! 

 

Soon you will be 
receiving a call from CIGNA.  
They need you to respond to 
several questions concerning 
your health. Smoker? Not a 
very healthy eater? They need 
you to respond, so please  take 
the time to answer as this will  
benefit your health.  

Four-Man Scramble  

CMC 
Started in 1991, the CMC (Combined Municipal 
Campaign) is an annual drive to raise funds 
from city employees for various charitable 
organizations of their choice. 



 

Recently, members of the Solid Waste Man-
agement Department attended an informa-
tion session about Polymers (plastics) at the 
Environmental Service Center South loca-
tion. The idea was to discuss the cradle-to-
grave story of commodity plastics used in 
packaging. 

Ted Harris, Sustainable Development Man-
ager for Total Petrochemicals USA, ex-
plained where the raw materials come from, 
the polymers used in packaging and the 
reasons they are used. He also described  
performances and initiatives to improve the 
end-of-life of plastics from a manufacturing industry leader  perspective.  

Safety corner                                                                      Derek Mebane 
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WORKING OUTDOORS PART III 

Heat stroke occurs when 
the body is unable to 
regulate its temperature. 
The body's temperature 
rises rapidly, the sweating 
mechanism fails, and the 
body is unable to cool 
down. The body tempera-
ture of the worker may rise 
to 106° F or higher within 
10 to 15 minutes.  
Heat stroke can cause 
death or permanent dis-
ability if emergency treat-
ment is not provided im-
mediately.  

HEAT STROKE 

  
 An extremely high body temperature (above 103° F)  
 Red, hot, and dry skin (no sweating)  
 Rapid, strong pulse  
 Throbbing headache  
 Dizziness  
 Nausea and unconsciousness  

Heat Rash  
 

Warning signs of heat Stroke  include: 

Heat rash is a skin irritation caused by excessive sweating  dur-
ing hot, humid weather. Heat rash looks like a red  cluster of 
pimples or small blisters. It is more likely to occur on the neck 
and upper chest, in the groin, under  the breasts, and in the 
elbow creases. Dusting powder may be used to increase com-
fort, but avoid creams or  ointments. Heat rash does not usually 
require medical  assistance. If a worker shows signs of heat 
stroke have someone call for immediate medical assistance 
and cool down the victim.  

Polymers Meeting at Environmental Service Center 

Ted Harris from Total Petrochemicals giving an overview Presentation about 

plastics used for Consumer and Foodservice Packaging 
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CompuCycle becomes a City of Houston Electronic Recycling Drop-Off Facility  

Saturday of each month:  
Kingwood Metro Transit Center 

3210 West Lake Houston Parkway 

Houston, TX 77339  

Common ingredients inside  everyday electronics include: 
  

 Mercury - brain and kidney damage; fetus development damage 
 Lead - brain, kidney, and nervous system damage; blood disorders 
 Cadmium - kidney and bone damage 
 Beryllium – cancer 
 Barium - brain swelling; heart, liver, and spleen damage 
 Hexavalent Chromium - DNA damage, asthmatic bronchitis 
 Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) - forms Dioxin when burned 

E-recyclables have become the most rapidly es-
calating waste stream in today’s world. When 
you crack open a modern day computer, it’s not 
hard to see why responsible e-recycling is of 
paramount importance. Mercury, lead and other 
toxic materials need a better home than the 
landfill. For that purpose, the City’s Solid Waste 
Management Department has partnered with 
CompuCycle, a Houston-based computer and 
electronics recycler and computer refurbisher to 

provide a permanent electronic recycling drop-off facility to the residents of Houston. Hous-
tonians are welcome to drop-off their electronics to be responsibly recycled by CompuCy-
cle during their regular business hours:  Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 4:30pm & Saturdays from 
9am-3pm at 7700 Kempwood Dr, 77055 .  

Please note that the permanent location at 7700 Kempwood  accepts common household 
recyclables such as plastics #1 to #5 and #7, newspaper, magazines, aluminum and tin 
cans, advertising mail, corrugated cardboard and glass.  
The locations below will collect electronics from 9 am - 3pm on their specified Saturdays. 

1st  
Saturday of each month:  
Ellington Airport -Clear Lake Neighborhood 
Recycling Center 

Highway 3 @ Brantly Avenue 

Houston, TX 77037  

2nd  
Saturday of each month 

Coming soon! 4th  
Saturday of each month: 
Center Street Neighborhood Recycling Center 

3602 Center Street 

Houston, TX 77007 

3rd  



To  contribute  articles  or  photo‐

graphs  for  Talking  Trash,  please 

contact Gonzalo Marquez at (713) 

837‐9117  or  send  an  email  to 

Gonzalo.Marquez@houstontx.gov 

Phone: 713-837-9164 

Fax: 713-837-9160 

E-mail: 

marina.coryat@houstontx.gov 

Solid Waste Management Dept. 

Harry J. Hayes, Director 

Gary Readore, Chief of Staff 

Marina Coryat, Editor 

Gonzalo Marquez, Asst. Editor 
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NORTH 

JOHN JOHNSON 10/7 

MICHAEL CRAWFORD 10/8 

WILLIAM BOWERS 10/11 

KENNETH ARDION 10/18 

WILLIAM SCOBY III 10/18 

TERESA SWINNEY 10/19 

HAROLD GROVES, JR. 10/20 

AUDREY POWELL 10/21 

MARK SMITH 10/25 

PAMELA FOSTON 10/29 

EDWARDS ROBERTS 10/30 

ARTHUR RICHARDSON 10/4 

RONALD SMITH 9/30 

MAINTENANCE 

MICHAEL GARNER 10/1 
DETRA JONES 10/4 
MOLTIE STEVENSON 10/10 
RICKEY MCCALISTER 10/27 

DIRECTOR’S OFFICE 

ANGELICA TIJERINA 10/1 

CYNTHIA GREEN 10/26 

SHARON MOSES 10/28  
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HR CORNER 
611 Walker, 12th Floor 

P.O. Box 1562 

Houston, Texas 

77002 
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Gregory Fuller MechanicCustomer Service Representative III at NE 

Williams Bowers Sideloader Operator  at NE 

William Carruthers   Sr Refuse Truck Driver at NE 

James Martin Sideloader Operator at NW 

Marcus Joubert Sr Refuse Truck Driver at SE 

SE: Southeast Service Center, 1506 Central St. 77012 

NE: Northeast Service Center, 5617 Neches St. 7026  

SW: Southwest Service Center, 11500 South Post Oak, 77035  

NW: Northwest Service Center, 1245 Judiway, 77018 

Contributors: 

NEW HIRES  

SOUTH 

CAROL HARNESS 10/2 

LOGAN DESHOTEL 10/3 

JONATHAN LEDAY 10/6 

ARTHUR KNIGHTEN 10/7 

DERRICK BRANTLEY 10/8 

LARRY GOFFNEY 10/9 

CEDRIC COLLIER 10/9 

ESTEBAN ESPINOZA 10/12 

DWIGHT DINDIAL 10/14 

CURTIS HENRY 10/18 

EDWIN DARBY 10/19 

CORWIN JONES 10/20 

DERWIN MARTIN 10/20 

LASHUNDA ADAMS 10/20 

JOHN RICHARDSON 10/20 

SHAWN JOHNSON 10/21 

TOMMIE BELL 10/22 

HANS HILL 10/23 

JOHNNY MARTINEZ 10/25 

GYASI EDMOND 10/25 

FRANCISCO MEDINA 10/29 

ROY EDWARDS 10/29 

CEDRIC BROWN 10/30 

ADMINISTRATION 
TASHUNA BRADLEY 10/5 
ANGELITA GARCIA 10/9 
AYANNA HOLDEN 10/11 
FALISIA SIMS 10/14 
WILEY MILLER 10/26 
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