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The Wastewater Treatment System (System)
collects, conveys, and processes wastewater The Wastewater Treatment Systems

Improvement Program provides for thefrom an estimated 3 million people, generated
in a service area which includes the City of
Houston, several municipalities and
unincorporated communities in the Houston
metropolitan area. The System consists of

f

Improvement Program provides for the
continued upgrade of the System. The City of
Houston rehabilitates approximately 115 miles
of pipe each year, or about 2% of the System,
to maintain the System. Additional funds are
provided to comply with the regulations issuedapproximately 6,900 miles of sanitary sewer

lines, over 425,000 services connections, over
420 lift stations, 40 wastewater treatment
plants (5 major and 35 satellite), and three
major sludge treatment facilities. The average
d il t t fl th h th t i

provided to comply with the regulations issued
by the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality (TCEQ) and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA).

The five year program totals $989 million anddaily wastewater flow through the system is
estimated at 285 million gallons per day
(MGD). As reflected by state permits, the
effective treatment capacity of the System is
564 MGD. The permitted capacity of the
treatment plants range from 0 20 MGD for the

The five-year program totals $989 million and
is financed by a combination of pay-as-you-go
and revenue bonds.

Highlights of the FY2013-2017 CIP:
treatment plants range from 0.20 MGD for the
smallest plant to over 200 MGD for the 69th

Street Wastewater Plant. • Compliance with anticipated TCEQ citywide 
Agreed Order.

• Rehabilitation of neighborhood sewers to 
improve service remove excessiveimprove service, remove excessive 
infiltration, prevent sanitary sewer overflows, 
and eliminate sewage backups.
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Highlights of the FY2013-2017 CIP include:

• Assess, repair, and replace segments of the 
city wide force main system.

• Upgrade, rehabilitation, or renewal of 
various wastewater treatment plants.

• Renewal / replacement of lift stationsRenewal / replacement of lift stations. 
• Improve the 69th Street Wastewater 

Treatment Plant.
• Evaluation and Rehabilitation for Large 

Diameter Sewer.
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