
AGENDA - COUNCIL MEETING - TUESDAY - OCTOBER 20, 2009 - 1:30 P. M. 
COUNCIL CHAMBER - SECOND FLOOR - CITY HALL  

901 BAGBY - HOUSTON, TEXAS 
 
 
 

PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Council Member Noriega 
 
 
 
1:30 P. M. - ROLL CALL 
 
 
 
ADOPT MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
 
 
2:00 P. M. - PUBLIC SPEAKERS - Pursuant to City Council Rule 8, City Council will hear from 
members of the public; the names and subject matters of persons who had requested to speak at the 
time of posting of this Agenda are attached; the names and subject matters of persons who 
subsequently request to speak may be obtained in the City Secretary’s Office 
 
 

 
5:00 P. M. - RECESS 

 
RECONVENE 

 
 

WEDNESDAY - OCTOBER 21, 2009 - 9:00 A. M. 
 

 
DESCRIPTIONS OR CAPTIONS OF AGENDA ITEMS WILL BE READ BY THE 

CITY SECRETARY PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT - Presentation by Texas Petrochemicals, Inc. on emission reduction achievements 
 
 
 

CONSENT AGENDA NUMBERS 1 through 74 
 
MISCELLANEOUS - NUMBERS 1 through 3 
 
1. CONFIRMATION of the appointment of the following individuals to the ANIMAL ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE BOARD OF DIRECTORS for the remainder of a two year term that will end 
December 31, 2009: 

Position 1 - MS. PATRICIA COOPER, DVM 
Position 2 - MR. CHRIS SOUDERS, M.D. 
Position 3 - MS. KAPPY MUENZER 
Position 4 - MR. NEIL SACKHEIM 
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MISCELLANEOUS - continued 
 
2. REQUEST from Mayor for confirmation of the appointment and reappointment of the following to 

the MILLER THEATER ADVISORY BOARD: 
Position Seven - MS. EDITH H. JOHNSON, reappointment, for a term to expire 4/24/2013 
Position Eight - MR. ALLEN W. UECKERT, appointment, for an unexpired term ending 
  4/24/2010 
Position Nine - MS. CELIA VARA VALLES, reappointment, for a term to expire 4/24/2013 
Position Ten - MS. JENNY A. YANG, appointment, for a term to expire 4/24/2013 
Position Twelve - MR. ROMULO TIM CISNEROS, reappointment, for a term to expire  
  4/24/2013 
Position Sixteen - MS. GENEVIEVE A. ROUSSEVE, reappointment, for a term to expire 
  4/24/2013 
Position Eighteen - MS. JANETTE L. COSLEY, reappointment, for a term to expire 4/24/2013 

 
3. RECOMMENDATION from Director Department of Public Works & Engineering for additional 

payment of $62,900.00 for permit fees to the HARRIS-GALVESTON SUBSIDENCE DISTRICT 
for 2009 aggregated groundwater withdrawal - Enterprise Fund 

 
ACCEPT WORK - NUMBERS 4 through 6 
 
4. RECOMMENDATION from Director Department of Public Works & Engineering for approval of 

final contract amount of $504,082.39 and acceptance of work on contract with TRIPLE B 
SERVICES, L. L. P. for Roseneath Drive Storm Sewer Replacement - 0.70% under the original 
contract amount - DISTRICT D - ADAMS 

 
5. RECOMMENDATION from Director Department of Public Works & Engineering for approval of 

final contract amount of $2,092,792.66 and acceptance of work on contract with TRIPLE B 
SERVICES, L. L. P. for West Bellfort Road Extension between Stella Link Road and S. Main 
Street (US Hwy 90A) - 1.11% over the original contract amount - DISTRICT C - CLUTTERBUCK 

 
6. RECOMMENDATION from Director Department of Public Works & Engineering for approval of 

final contract amount of $2,791,838.96 and acceptance of work on contract with R. K. 
WHEATON, INC for Water Line Replacement in Shepherd Park Terrace Area - 3.06% under the 
original contract amount - DISTRICT A - LAWRENCE 

 
PROPERTY - NUMBERS 7 through 11 
 
7. RECOMMENDATION from Director General Services Department to appoint David Lewis and 

David Dominy independent appraisers and Carl Thornton alternate appraiser to determine the fair 
market value of approximately 6.945 acres of land and improvements located at 3700 Southwest 
Freeway, also known as Lakewood Church, Parcel SY10-019 - DISTRICT C - CLUTTERBUCK 

 
8. RECOMMENDATION from City Attorney to acquire by purchase in lieu of eminent domain 

proceedings Parcel AY6-148; located at 5515 Kirby Drive, owned by Jose Zavala Olmos, Trustee,  
for the KIRBY DRIVE STORM SEWER REPLACEMENT PROJECT, SEGMENT 4; 
(ROBINHOOD TO IH59) - $82,839.00 - Storm Sewer Consolidated Construction Fund   
DISTRICT C - CLUTTERBUCK 

 
9. RECOMMENDATION from Director Department of Public Works & Engineering to purchase 

Parcel AY8-052, located at the southwest corner of Long Point Road and Bunker Hill Road 
Intersection, owned by Spring Branch Plaza, LLC, Mehdi Hoesseini, President, for the BUNKER 
HILL PAVING PROJECT - PHASE II (from the IH-10 feeder road to Long Point Road)  
DISTRICT A - LAWRENCE 
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PROPERTY - continued     
 
10. RECOMMENDATION from Director Department of Public Works & Engineering to purchase 

Parcel AY8-054, located at 9743 Long Point Road, owned by I on Investments, Inc., a/k/a I. 
Investments, Inc., Munir Ibrahim, President, for the BUNKER HILL PAVING PROJECT PHASE II 
(from the IH-10 feeder road to Long Point Road) - DISTRICT A - LAWRENCE 

 
11. RECOMMENDATION from Director Department of Public Works & Engineering to purchase 

Parcel AY9-021, located at the northeast corner of Fuqua Road and Monroe Road, owned by 
Hannah Hedgpeth, Mary Susan Lindholm, Raymond Lindholm, Russell Lindholm, Michael 
Lindholm, and Lawrence Lindholm, for the 72-INCH WATER LINE ALONG FUQUA PROJECT 
from Stover to Moers) - DISTRICT E - SULLIVAN 

 
PURCHASING AND TABULATION OF BIDS - NUMBERS 12 through 15 
 
12. GILBREATH COMMUNICATIONS, INC for Marketing Strategy Services through the Interlocal 

Agreement for Cooperative Purchasing with Houston-Galveston Area Council for the Health and 
Human Services Department - $59,885.00 - Grant Fund 

 
13. SANTEX TRUCK CENTER, LTD. for Cab & Chassis Mounted with a Platform Body and Crane 

through the Interlocal Agreement for Cooperative Purchasing with Houston-Galveston Area 
Council for Parks & Recreation Department - $75,996.00 - Equipment Acquisition Consolidated 
Fund 

 
14. ORDINANCE appropriating $6,873,019.92 out of Equipment Acquisition Consolidated Fund for 

Purchase of Patrol Vehicles and Ancillary Equipment for Police Department 
 
a. AMEND MOTION #2009-38, 1/28/09, TO PURCHASE additional Patrol Vehicles for Houston 

Police Department, awarded to PHILPOTT MOTORS, LTD., d/b/a PHILPOTT FORD  
$5,117,418.00 

 
15. EXCALIBUR EXCAVATION, L.P. for Construction of a Partition Wall for the Influent Channel at 

the City’s Northwest Wastewater Treatment Plant for the Department of Public Works & 
Engineering - $124,715.00 and contingencies for a total amount not to exceed $137,186.50  
Enterprise Fund 

 
RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES - NUMBERS 16 through 74 
 
16. RESOLUTION approving amendments to the bylaws of the CITY OF HOUSTON INDUSTRIAL 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 
17. RESOLUTION approving amendments to the bylaws of the CITY OF HOUSTON HEALTH 

FACILITIES DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 
18. RESOLUTION approving amendments to the bylaws of the CITY OF HOUSTON HIGHER 

EDUCATION FINANCE CORPORATION 
 
19. RESOLUTION designating certain property within the City of Houston as an Archaeological Site 

(Frost Town at 80 Spruce Street) - DISTRICT H - GONZALEZ 
 
20. RESOLUTION designating certain properties within the City of Houston as landmarks and 

protected landmarks: 
Frost Town Archaeological Site 80 Spruce Street  DISTRICT H- GONZALEZ 
Sidney Sherman Brady House 3805 Wilmer Street  DISTRICT H- GONZALEZ 
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RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES - continued     
 
21. ORDINANCE AMENDING THE HOUSTON SIGN CODE relating to directional and locational 

signs for medical institutions 
 
22. ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE IX OF CHAPTER 10 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, 

HOUSTON, TEXAS, relating to dangerous buildings 
 
23. ORDINANCE finding and determining that public convenience and necessity no longer require the 

continued use of Semmes Street between Brooks Street and Burnett Street, containing 
0.4132 acre of land, more or less, in the S. F. Noble’s Addition, S. M. Harris Survey, A-327; 
vacating and abandoning said tract of land to Kurkel Manufacturing, Inc., owner, in consideration 
of said owner’s payment of $54,000.00 and other consideration to the City - DISTRICT 
B - JOHNSON 

 
24. ORDINANCE finding and determining that public convenience and necessity no longer require the 

continued use of a 10-foot-wide sanitary sewer easement, containing Parcels SY8-097 and SY8-
098, within Lots 6 and 7, Block 2 of the Normandy Place Subdivision, in the Obedience Smith 
Survey, A-696, Houston, Harris County, Texas; vacating and abandoning said two (2) parcels to 
Mary Wilson, and Ellen W. Schultz, et al., the abutting owners, as their interests appear, in 
consideration of the earlier dedication to the City of a larger sanitary sewer easement, Parcel 
D92-2, in 1992, by Robert Wilson, a former owner, and other consideration to the City - DISTRICT 
C - CLUTTERBUCK 

 
25. ORDINANCE rescinding Ordinance 2008-0819 and approving and authorizing Purchase 

Agreement between Congregation Beth Israel  of Houston, Purchaser, and the City of Houston,  
Texas, Seller, for the sale of 0.8237 acres of land, more or less, being out of a Former Water 
Plant  located at 1109 Antoine Drive (Parcel SY7-040), in Reserve A, Block 9, Afton Village 
Subdivision, Section Two, E.B. Cogswell Survey, A-785, Houston, Texas, for an exchange of real 
property and a cash payment of $27,950.00; approving the property exchange, Development 
Agreement, Special Warranty Deeds and a contract for deed - DISTRICT A - LAWRENCE 

 
26. ORDINANCE providing $499,500.00 in Federal Government - Grant Funded (CDBG) Funds; 

authorizing the purchase of 23,205 square feet, more or less, of land out of Block 5 Ingraham 
Addition, Houston, Harris County (3301, 3303 and 3305 Lyons Avenue), and improvements 
thereon, for the Houston Public Library; approving Purchase and Sale Agreement with the owner 
(Fifth Ward Community Redevelopment Corporation) of the land - DISTRICT B - JOHNSON 

 
27. ORDINANCE authorizing the purchase of 28,462 square feet, more or less, of land out of the S. M 

Harris Survey, Houston, Harris County (3308 Ellis Court), for the Houston Public Library 
approving Purchase and Sale Agreement with the owner (Fifth Ward Community Redevelopment 
Corporation) of the land; authorizing the assignment to Fifth Ward Community Redevelopment 
Corporation of a Promissory Note made by Pleasant Hill Community Development Corporation  
DISTRICT B - JOHNSON 

 
28. ORDINANCE establishing the north and south sides of the 900-1000 blocks of E. 25th Avenue 

within the City of Houston as a special building line requirement area pursuant to Chapter 42 of 
the Code of Ordinances, Houston, Texas - DISTRICT H - GONZALEZ 

 
29. ORDINANCE establishing the north and south sides of the 900-1000 blocks of E. 25th Avenue 

within the City of Houston as a special minimum lot size requirement area pursuant to Chapter 42 
of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, Texas - DISTRICT H - GONZALEZ 

 
30. ORDINANCE establishing the east side of the 3200-3300 block of Morrison Street within the City 

of Houston as a special minimum lot size requirement area pursuant to Chapter 42 of the Code of 
Ordinances, Houston, Texas - DISTRICT H - GONZALEZ 
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RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES - continued     
 
31. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing contract between the City of Houston and CHILD CARE 

COUNCIL OF GREATER HOUSTON providing up to $597,694.00 in Community Development 
Block Grant (“CDBG”) Funds for Implementation, oversight and delivery of a Child Care Program  
1 Year  

 
32. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing contract between the City of Houston and CHILD CARE 

COUNCIL OF GREATER HOUSTON providing up to $2,168,128.24 for the administration of an 
Emergency Shelter Grants Program - Emergency Shelter Grant and Community Development 
Block Grant Funds 

 
33. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing contract between the City of Houston and CHILD CARE 

COUNCIL OF GREATER HOUSTON providing up to $623,453.00 in Community Development 
Block Grant ("CDBG") Funds for Implementation, oversight and delivery of a Juvenile Delinquency 
Prevention Program  

 
34. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing contract between the City of Houston and 

HEALTHCARE FOR THE HOMELESS-HOUSTON to provide $130,000.00 in Community 
Development Block Grant Funds for the administration and operation of Project Access, which 
offers transportation services to homeless individuals and families seeking health care and 
supportive services - DISTRICT I - RODRIGUEZ 

 
35. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing the City of Houston to enter into a Modification and 

Assumption Agreement with CREATIVE CHOICE TEXAS I, LTD. (CREATIVE CHOICE) and THE 
APARTMENTS OF THE VILLAGE (VILLAGE) whereby Village will assume the $500,000.00 
Federal Home Repayment Loan previously loaned by the City to Creative Choice in connection 
with the acquisition and renovation of an apartment building located at 8210  Bauman Road, 
Houston, Texas, to house  low  income residents (Project); convert the said Repayment Loan to a 
Performance-Based Loan; and obtain an additional $310,000.00 Federal Home Performance-
Based Loan  to cover  a portion  of hard cost overruns in connection with the project - DISTRICT 
H - GONZALEZ 

 
36. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing contract between the City and COMMUNITY HEALTH 

CHOICE, INC for a Physician Services Agreement to be a Medicaid Group Provider for Primary 
and Specialty Care - Revenue 

 
37. ORDINANCE extending the provisions of Section 28-303 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, 

Texas, to various single-family residential properties within CHATEAU FOREST SUBDIVISION, 
SECTIONS 1 - 4, to prohibit the parking of vehicles in the front or side yards of such residences  
DISTRICT A - LAWRENCE 

 
38. ORDINANCE extending the provisions of Section 28-303 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, 

Texas, to various single-family residential properties within FOREST PINES SUBDIVISION, 
SECTIONS 1, 2A, AND 2B, to prohibit the parking of vehicles in the front or side yards of such 
residences - DISTRICT A - LAWRENCE 

 
39. ORDINANCE extending the provisions of Section 28-303 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, 

Texas, to various single-family residential properties within COLE CREEK MANOR 
SUBDIVISION, SECTIONS 1 AND 2, to prohibit the parking of vehicles in the front or side yards 
of such residences - DISTRICT A - LAWRENCE 

 

 

40. ORDINANCE extending the provisions of Section 28-303 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, 
Texas, to various single-family residential properties within WESTBURY SUBDIVISION, 
SECTIONS 1 - 5, Westbury Subdivision Replat, Sections 1, 3 and 5, Westbury Subdivision, and 
Parkwest Subdivision, Sections 1 - 3, to prohibit the parking of vehicles in the front or side yards 
of such residences - DISTRICT C - CLUTTERBUCK  
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RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES - continued     
 
41. ORDINANCE extending the provisions of Section 28-303 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, 

Texas, to various single-family residential properties within SHENANDOAH SUBDIVISION, 
SECTION 1, EXCLUDING BLOCK 1, LOTS 10-18, SHENANDOAH SUBDIVISION, SECTIONS 
2 & 3, AND SIGRID SUBDIVISION, to prohibit the parking of vehicles in the front or side yards of 
such residences - DISTRICTS C - CLUTTERBUCK and F - KHAN 

 
42. ORDINANCE extending the provisions of Section 28-303 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, 

Texas, to various single-family residential properties within SOUTHWOOD OAKS SUBDIVISION 
to prohibit the parking of vehicles in the front or side yards of such residences - DISTRICT 
D - ADAMS 

 
43. ORDINANCE extending the provisions of Section 28-303 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, 

Texas, to various single-family residential properties within ARLINGTON HEIGHTS 
SUBDIVISION, SECTIONS 1-3, Arlington Heights Subdivision, Section 1 Replat, and Arlington 
Heights Subdivision, Section 4 Replat, to prohibit the parking of vehicles in the front or side yards 
of such residences - DISTRICT E - SULLIVAN 

 
44. ORDINANCE extending the provisions of Section 28-303 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, 

Texas, to various single-family residential properties within ROBINDELL SUBDIVISION, 
SECTIONS1 - 5, to prohibit the parking of vehicles in the front or side yards of such residences  
DISTRICT F - KHAN 

 
45. ORDINANCE extending the provisions of Section 28-303 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, 

Texas, to various single-family residential properties within ASHFORD HILLS SUBDIVISION to 
prohibit the parking of vehicles in the front or side yards of such residences - DISTRICT 
G - HOLM 

 
46. ORDINANCE extending the provisions of Section 28-303 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, 

Texas, to various single-family residential properties within BRIARMEADOW SUBDIVISION, 
SECTIONS 1 & 2, and BRIARMEADOW SUBDIVISION Section 1 Partial Replat, to prohibit the 
parking of vehicles in the front or side yards of such residences - DISTRICT G - HOLM 

 
47. ORDINANCE extending the provisions of Section 28-303 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, 

Texas, to various single-family residential properties within WEST LANE PLACE SUBDIVISION, 
WEST LANE ANNEX, AND WEST LANE III SUBDIVISION, to prohibit the parking of vehicles in 
the front or side yards of such residences - DISTRICT G - HOLM 

 
48. ORDINANCE extending the provisions of Section 28-303 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, 

Texas, to various single-family residential properties within MEADOWBROOK FREEWAY 
SUBDIVISION, SECTIONS 1-3, to prohibit the parking of vehicles in the front or side yards of 
such residences - DISTRICT I - RODRIGUEZ 

 
49. ORDINANCE extending the provisions of Section 28-303 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, 

Texas, to various single-family residential properties within TAMMARACK WOODS 
SUBDIVISION to prohibit the parking of vehicles in the front or side yards of such residences  
DISTRICT I - RODRIGUEZ 

 
50. ORDINANCE extending the provisions of Section 28-303 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, 

Texas, to various single-family residential properties within SONGWOOD SUBDIVISION, 
SECTIONS 1 - 6, to prohibit the parking of vehicles in the front or side yards of such residences  
DISTRICT I - RODRIGUEZ 
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RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES - continued     
 
51. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing first amendment to contract for Plan Administration 

Services between the City, the HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS' UNION and VALIC 
RETIREMENT SERVICES COMPANY for Third Party Administrative Services for the HPOU 
Section 457 Eligible Deferred Compensation Plan 

 
52. ORDINANCE amending Ordinance No. 2009-680 relating to the Fiscal Affairs of the Fourth Ward 

Redevelopment Authority on behalf of REINVESTMENT ZONE NUMBER FOURTEEN, CITY OF 
HOUSTON, TEXAS (FOURTH WARD ZONE); approving an amendment to the Fiscal Year 2010 
Operating Budget and the Fiscal Years 2010-2014 Capital Improvements Budget for the Fourth 
Ward Redevelopment Authority and the Fourth Ward Zone - DISTRICTS D - ADAMS and 
I - RODRIGUEZ 

 
53. ORDINANCE amending Ordinance No. 2009-981, relating to the City of Houston Term Limits 

Review Commission, to correct a scrivener's error 
 
54. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing the submission of an application for and acceptance of a 

Texas Department of Transportation Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program High Priority Grant; 
declaring the City’s eligibility for such grant; authorizing the Mayor to act as the City’s 
representative in the application process; authorizing the Chief of the Houston Police Department 
to accept such grant funds, if awarded, and to apply for and accept all subsequent awards, if any, 
pertaining to the program 

 
55. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing contract between the City and HARRIS COUNTY for 

Vehicle Registration holds in support of the Digital Automated Red Light Enforcement Program; 
providing a maximum contract amount - $180,000.00 - Digital Automated Red Light Enforcement 
Program Funds  

 
56. ORDINANCE authorizing the Mayor to make certain arrangements and procure certain services 

not provided under Election Services and Translation Agreements in connection with the City of 
Houston General Election to be held on November 3, 2009 and any required Runoff Election; 
authorizing the payment of certain costs of such election - $320,000.00 - General Fund  

 
57. ORDINANCE awarding contract to JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, N.A. for Banking Services 

Citywide; providing a maximum contract amount - 3 Years with two one-year options  
$1,643,941.00 - General and Enterprise Funds 

 
58. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing contracts between the City of Houston and HEARD & 

MEDACK, P.C. and OLSON AND OLSON, L.L.P. for Legal Services relating to Civil Action 
No. H-06-2650; George Rodriguez v. City of Houston, et al.; in the United States District Court for 
the Southern District of Texas, Houston Division and other similar matters; establishing maximum 
contract amounts - Totaling $500,000.00 - Property and Casualty Fund  

 
59. ORDINANCE appropriating $4,635,865.00 out of Airports Improvement Fund and $77,265.00 out 

of Airports Improvement Fund; awarding construction contract to VANDERLANDE INDUSTRIES, 
INC for Explosion Detection System Baggage Handling System and Security Enhancements at 
William P. Hobby Airport (HOU) and Ellington Airport (EFD), (Project No. 612L); providing funding 
for contingencies and the Civic Art Program relating to construction of the facilities financed by 
such fund - DISTRICTS E - SULLIVAN and I - RODRIGUEZ 
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RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES - continued     
 
60. ORDINANCE appropriating $7,797.43 out of Parks Consolidated Construction Fund for Purchase 

of Office Furniture for Hobart Taylor Park Community Center - DISTRICT B - JOHNSON 
 
61. ORDINANCE appropriating $50,000.00 out of Parks Consolidated Construction Fund as an 

additional appropriation for Professional Environmental Consulting Services Contract between the 
City of Houston and BROWN AND CALDWELL (Approved by Ordinance No. 2007-1326) for 
Consulting Services at 723 N. Drennan Street for the Parks & Recreation Department - DISTRICT 
I - RODRIGUEZ 

 
62. ORDINANCE appropriating $6,450,000.00 out of Street & Bridge Consolidated Construction Fund 

and approving and authorizing Interlocal Agreement between the City of Houston and HARRIS 
COUNTY for the Reconstruction of Genoa-Red Bluff Road from Beltway 8 to 1,500 feet east of 
Pine Tree Drive - DISTRICT E - SULLIVAN 

 
63. ORDINANCE appropriating $8,256,137.00 out of Street & Bridge Consolidated Construction Fund 

to Reimburse the General Fund for the Rehabilitation of Concrete Pavements and Bridge 
Replacement  

 
64. ORDINANCE altering and establishing prima facie speed limits in certain zones in the City of 

Houston; containing findings and other provisions relating to the foregoing subject; providing a 
repealer; containing a savings clause; providing for severability; declaring certain conduct to be 
unlawful and providing a penalty 

 
65. ORDINANCE approving and authorizing second amendment to contract between the City of 

Houston and SEVERN TRENT ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC for Operation and 
Maintenance Services for the Kingwood Area Water and Wastewater Utilities and Facilities 
(Approved by Ordinance No. 2002-91); providing a maximum contract amount - $5,000,000.00  
Enterprise Fund - DISTRICT E - SULLIVAN 

 
66. ORDINANCE appropriating $12,000.00 out of Water & Sewer System Consolidated Construction 

Fund; approving and authorizing Professional Construction Management and Inspection Services 
Agreement between the City of Houston and R. G. MILLER, INC for Homestead Wastewater 
Treatment Plant - DISTRICT B - JOHNSON 

 
67. ORDINANCE appropriating $893,200.00 out of Water & Sewer System Consolidated Construction 

Fund and approving and authorizing Professional Engineering Services Contract between the City 
of Houston and CAMP DRESSER AND MCKEE, INC for Sims Bayou North and FWSD #23 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements; providing funding for contingencies relating to 
construction of facilities financed by the Water & Sewer System Consolidated Construction Fund  
DISTRICTS B - JOHNSON and I - RODRIGUEZ 

 
68. ORDINANCE appropriating $891,000.00 out of Water & Sewer System Consolidated Construction 

Fund and approving and authorizing Professional Engineering Services Contract between the City 
of Houston and MALCOLM PIRNIE, INC for West District and Upper Brays Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Improvements; providing funding for contingencies relating to construction of 
facilities financed by the Water & Sewer System Consolidated Construction Fund - DISTRICT 
G - HOLM 

 
69. ORDINANCE appropriating $1,440,700.00 out of Water & Sewer System Consolidated 

Construction Fund and approving and authorizing Professional Engineering Services Contract 
between the City of Houston and ARCADIS U.S., INC for Water Line Replacement in 
Timbergrove Area, Fulton North and Glenwood Area; providing funding for contingencies relating 
to construction of facilities financed by the Water & Sewer System Consolidated Construction 
Fund - DISTRICTS A - LAWRENCE; B - JOHNSON and H - GONZALEZ 
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RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES - continued     
 
70. ORDINANCE appropriating $1,716,755.00 out of Water & Sewer System Consolidated 

Construction Fund and approving and authorizing Professional Engineering Services Contract 
between the City of Houston and COSTELLO, INC for Design of Waterline Replacement in 
Memorial Plaza Area, Shadywood Area and Regency Square Area; providing funding for 
contingencies relating to construction of facilities financed by the Water & Sewer System 
Consolidated Construction Fund - DISTRICTS F - KHAN and G - HOLM 

 
71. ORDINANCE appropriating $1,137,000.00 out of Water & Sewer System Consolidated 

Construction Fund and approving and authorizing Professional Engineering Services Contract 
between the City of Houston and CLR, INC for Waterline Replacement in Avondale Area and 
Waterline Replacement in Beamer Area; providing funding for contingencies relating to 
construction of facilities financed by the Water & Sewer System Consolidated Construction Fund - 
DISTRICTS D - ADAMS and E - SULLIVAN 

 
72. ORDINANCE appropriating $4,491,300.00 out of Water & Sewer System Consolidated 

Construction Fund and approving and authorizing fourth amendment to Professional Engineering 
Services Contract between the City of Houston and LOCKWOOD, ANDREWS & NEWNAM, INC 
(Approved by Ordinance No. 2006-0277) for the Surface Water Transmission Program; providing 
funding for contingencies relating to construction of facilities financed by the Water & Sewer 
System Consolidated Construction Fund 

 
73. ORDINANCE appropriating $3,167,584.00 out of Water & Sewer System Consolidated 

Construction Fund; awarding contract to REPIPE CONSTRUCTION, LTD. for Sanitary Sewer 
Rehabilitation by Cured-In-Place Pipe Method; setting a deadline for the bidder’s execution of the 
contract and delivery of all bonds, insurance, and other required contract documents to the City; 
holding the bidder in default if it fails to meet the deadlines; providing funding for engineering and 
testing, and contingencies relating to construction of facilities financed by the Water & Sewer 
System Consolidated Construction Fund  

 
74. ORDINANCE appropriating $5,761,303.96 out of Water & Sewer System Consolidated 

Construction Fund and $1,118,496.04 out of Water & Sewer Contributed Capital Fund; awarding 
contract to HUFF & MITCHELL, INC for Proposed 72-Inch water line along Fuqua from the 
existing 96-inch water line near Beamer to Stover Street; setting a deadline for the bidder’s 
execution of the contract and delivery of all bonds, insurance, and other required contract 
documents to the City; holding the bidder in default if it fails to meet the deadlines; providing 
funding for engineering, testing, project management, construction management, and 
contingencies relating to construction of facilities financed by the Water & Sewer System 
Consolidated Construction Fund and the Water & Sewer Contributed Capital Fund - DISTRICT 
E - SULLIVAN 

 
 
 

END OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 
 

CONSIDERATION OF MATTERS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
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NON CONSENT AGENDA - NUMBERS 75 and 76     
 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
75. SET HEARING DATE to consider a Municipal Setting Designation ordinance (MSD) for 

8800 Bellaire, L.P. for the site located at 8880 Bellaire Blvd. - DISTRICTS C - CLUTTERBUCK; 
F - KHAN and G - HOLM  
SUGGESTED HEARING DATE - 9:00 A.M. - WEDNESDAY - DECEMBER 16, 2009 

 
76. SET HEARING DATE to consider a Municipal Setting Designation ordinance (MSD) for 

SRS Shopping Center, Ltd. for the site located at 13100 block of Memorial Drive  
DISTRICTS A - LAWRENCE; F - KHAN and G - HOLM  
SUGGESTED HEARING DATE - 9:00 A.M. - WEDNESDAY - DECEMBER 16, 2009 

 
 
 
MATTERS HELD - NUMBERS 77 through 81A    
 
77. RECOMMENDATION from Purchasing Agent on award to GATEWAY TO CARE, A non-profit 

corporation, to develop a call center to process the high volume of surge questions regarding 
H1N1 for the Houston Department of Health & Human Services - $193,773.00 - Grant Fund  
TAGGED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HOLM 
This was Item 12 on Agenda of October 14, 2009 

 
78. RECOMMENDATION from Purchasing Agent to AMEND MOTION #2007-788,7/18/07, TO 

INCREASE spending authority from $1,275,000.00 to $1,593,750.00 for MD Helicopter 
Replacement Parts for Houston Police Department, awarded to HELI-MART, INC - $318,750.00  
General Fund - TAGGED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HOLM 
This was Item 15 on Agenda of October 14, 2009  

 
79. ORDINANCE appropriating $2,500,000.00 out of TIRZ Affordable Housing Fund (Fund 2409) and 

approving and authorizing Grant Agreement between the City of Houston and AVENUE 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION to assist in the land development costs for a 
subdivision of 95 affordable single-family homes situated on 12.49 acres of a 20.3 acre 
development tract at 4004 Irvington Boulevard, Houston, Texas - DISTRICT H - GONZALEZ 
TAGGED BY COUNCIL MEMBER JONES 
This was Item 24 on Agenda of October 14, 2009 

 
80. ORDINANCE amending Ordinance No. 2004-0808 to increase the maximum contract amount; 

approving and authorizing second amendment to contract between the City of Houston and 
PETDATA, INC for Animal Licensing Services for Houston Department of Health & Human 
Services - $380,000.00 - General Fund 
TAGGED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS HOLM and CLUTTERBUCK 
This was Item 31 on Agenda of October 14, 2009 

 
 



AGENDA - OCTOBER 21, 2009 - PAGE 11 
 
MATTERS HELD – continued 
 
81. ORDINANCE appropriating $174,875.00 out of Equipment Acquisition Consolidated Fund and 

$206,574.00 out of Reimbursement of Equipment/Projects Fund for Purchase of Light-Duty Utility 
Vehicles for Various Departments  

 
a. RECOMMENDATION from Purchasing Agent to award to PLANET FORD 45 - $495,063.00 and 

PHILPOTT MOTORS, LTD. - $978,311.00 for Light-Duty Utility Vehicles for Various Departments  
$1,091,925.00 - Enterprise, Grant, Building Inspection and Special Waste Transportation & 
Inspection Fund - POSTPONED BY MOTION #2009-752, 10/14/09 
These were Items 52 and 52A on Agenda of October 14, 2009 

 
 
 
 
MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS - Council Member Lawrence first 
 
 
 
 
ALL ORDINANCES ARE TO BE CONSIDERED ON AN EMERGENCY BASIS AND TO BE 
PASSED ON ONE READING UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ARTICLE VII, SECTION 7, CITY 
CHARTER 
 
 
 
NOTE - WHENEVER ANY AGENDA ITEM, WHETHER OR NOT ON THE CONSENT AGENDA, IS 

NOT READY FOR COUNCIL ACTION AT THE TIME IT IS REACHED ON THE AGENDA, 
THAT ITEM SHALL BE PLACED AT THE END OF THE AGENDA FOR ACTION BY 
COUNCIL WHEN ALL OTHER AGENDA ITEMS HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED 

 
 CITY COUNCIL RESERVES THE RIGHT TO TAKE UP AGENDA ITEMS OUT OF THE 

ORDER IN WHICH THEY ARE POSTED IN THIS AGENDA.  ALSO, AN ITEM THAT HAS 
BEEN TAGGED UNDER CITY COUNCIL RULE 4 (HOUSTON CITY CODE §2-2) OR 
DELAYED TO ANOTHER DAY MAY BE NEVERTHELESS CONSIDERED LATER AT THE 
SAME CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
 



 CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER - CITY HALL 2nd FLOOR - TUESDAY 
OCTOBER 20, 2009 - 2:00 PM 

 
AGENDA   

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3MIN                                                                             3MIN                                                                      3MIN 
 

NON-AGENDA   
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2MIN                                                                             2MIN                                                                      2MIN 
 
MR. TOM FATJO – 5404 Sugarhill – 77056 – 713-292-2400 – Waste Contract 
 
MR. TOMMY FATJO – One Riverway #1400 – 77056 - 713-292-2400 – Waste Contract 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3MIN                                                                             3MIN                                                                      3MIN 
 
MS. ORA SCOTT – 1803 Pine Hollow – Missouri City – TX - 77489 – 281-438-8213 – Rental property at  
 4861 Beechaven 
 
MS. MONICA LAMB – 2817 Southmore – 77004 – 832-890-8790 – Housing Department/HOPWA 
 
MS. VENDOLYN BOATWRIGHT – 12439 Oakcroft - 77070 - 281-376-8108 – Mayor - YMCA for Willow  

Run 26.82 acres 
 
MR. STEVEN WILLIAMS – No address – No phone – Appealing to 70% of White Catholics: Help me out 
 
MR. GLENN ARMSTEAD – 3720 Lydia – 77021 – 713-741-2557 – Dilapidated house 3722 Lydia – Wood  
 rats now invading my home 
 
MR. LARRY SHAEFER – 115 N. Walker – Angleton – TX – 77515 – 281-235-5205 – Complaint of COH  
 Employee Scott Erdo – refused an open records request  
 
MS. SHIRLEY GONZALES – 1618 Longacre – 77055 – 832-816-7759 – Explain Condominium ownership 
 
MR. JACK CUMMINGS – 10651 Northbrook – 77043 – 713-973-6365 – Trash pick-up 
 
MR. RICHARD GRAYSHAW – 1403 Blalock Rd – 77055 – 713-298-6283 – Candlelight Trails Condos 
 
MR. MARK HOGUE – 9307 Meadowglen – 77063 – 832-277-6000 – Peter Brown 
 

PREVIOUS 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1MIN                                                                             1MIN                                                                      1MIN  
 
MS. MARY TAYLOR - 1403 Fashion Hill Dr. - 77088 - 281-445-0682 – Mayor - YMCA for Willow Run 

26.82 acres 
 
MS. BARBARA HARGROVE WILKINS – 7303 Touchstone St – 77028 – 713-491-8876 – Complaint with  
 Neighborhood Protection concerns 
 
MR. ARMON ALAM – No Address – 206-350-4735 – Candleight Coalition 
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Added to Section 4602 : 

MEDICAL INSTITUTION shall mean one or more facilities located on a single campus 
comprising an area in excess of twenty acres located within the corporate limits of the city . 
and dedicated to the prevention and treatment of illness and disease and the preservation 
of good health through the services of medical, nursing or allied health professionals 
recognized by the American Medical Association . In determining the size of the campus, 
areas containing dedicated streets shall be included as part of the campus. 

Redline of Section 4605(b)(8) 

(8) 

	

Directional and Locational Signs 

a. 

	

On-premise signs no larger than 6 square feet in size, and no more 
than 5 feet in height, that display only business names or logos, 
setting forth the location of or directions to parking or buildings located 
on the premises, or regulating the flow of the on-premise traffic . Such 
directional signs may be lighted, consistent with the other 
requirements for electrical signs in this chapter and with the 
requirements of the Construction Code. Such directional signs shall 
be limited to a maximum of two in number for each entrance utilized 
for vehicular access to the business premises . A sign permit is 
required . 

b . 

	

Institutions of higher education and medical institutions may utilize a 
single directional sign per entrance in lieu of the two signs permitted 
above, provided such sign is no larger than 25 square feet in total size 
and no more than 8 feet in height, or- no larger than 30 square feet in 
total size and no more than 6 feet in height; any illumination is 
indirect ; and no more than 20 percent of the sign surface is devoted 
to the logo or entity name. Electronic signs, spectacular signs, and 
changeable message signs are prohibited . A sign permit is required . 
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City of Houston, Texas, Ordinance No . 20 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE HOUSTON SIGN CODE RELATING TO 
DIRECTIONAL AND LOCATIONAL SIGNS FOR MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS ; 
CONTAINING FINDINGS AND OTHER PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE FOREGOING 
SUBJECT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY ; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, large medical institutions require multiple points of entry because of the 
specialized facilities and multiple destination points located across the campus ; and 

WHEREAS, it is especially important for large medical institutions to have effective 
directional signage because of the need to direct emergency vehicles and personnel as 
well as family members speedily but safely to emergency rooms for lifesaving services ; and 

WHEREAS, effective locational and directional signage for such large campus 
institutions is important to the overall traffic flow of vehicles, not only on the campus of 
such institutions, but also for adjacent streets, thoroughfares, and feeder roads ; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor's Task Force on On-Premise Signage has studied the 
locational and directional signage needs of large campus medical institutions and has 
recommended that provisions for alternative locational and directional signage be included 
in the City's Sign Code to accommodate the unique traffic demands of such institutions ; 
NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOUSTON, TEXAS: 

Section 1 . That the findings contained in the preamble of this Ordinance are 

determined to be true and correct and are hereby adopted as a part of this Ordinance . 

Section 2. That Section 4602 of the Houston Sign Code (Chapter 46 of that volume 

of the City of Houston Construction Code known as the City of Houston Building Code) is 

hereby amended by adding, in the appropriate alphabetical order pos 

to read as follows : 

on, a new definition 

"MEDICAL INSTITUTION shall mean one or more facilities located on 
a single campus comprising an area in excess of twenty acres located within 
the corporate limits of the city, and dedicated to the prevention and treatment 
of illness and disease and the preservation of good health through the 
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services of medical, nursing or allied health professionals recognized by the 
American Medical Association . In determining the size of the campus, areas 
containing dedicated streets shall be included as part of the campus ." 

Section 3. That Item (8) of Subsection (b) of Section 4605 of the Houston Sign 

Code is hereby amended to read as follows : 

"(8) 

	

Directional and vocational Signs 

a . 

	

On-premise signs no larger than 6 square feet in size, and no 
more than 5 feet in height, that display only business names or 
logos, setting forth the location of or directions to parking or 
buildings located on the premises, or regulating the flow of the 
on-premise traffic . Such directional signs may be lighted, 
consistent with the other requirements for electrical signs in 
this chapter and with the requirements of the Construction 
Code. Such directional signs shall be limited to a maximum of 
two in number for each entrance utilized for vehicular access 
to the business premises . A sign permit is required . 

b . 

	

Institutions of higher education and medical institutions may 
utilize a single directional sign per entrance in lieu of the two 
signs permitted above, provided such sign is no larger than 25 
square feet in total size and no more than 8 feet in height, or 
no larger than 30 square feet in total size and no more than 6 
feet in height ; any illumination is indirect ; and no more than 20 
percent of the sign surface is devoted to the logo or entity 
name. Electronic signs, spectacular signs, and changeable 
message signs are prohibited . A sign permit is required ." 

Section 4. That, if any provision, section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase 

of this Ordinance, or the application of same to any person or set of circumstances, is for 

any reason held to be unconstitutional, void or invalid, the validity of the remaining portions 

of this Ordinance or their application to other persons or sets of circumstances shall not 

be affected thereby, it being the intent of the City Council in adopting this Ordinance that 

no portion hereof or provision or regulation contained herein shall become inoperative or 
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fail by reason of any unconstitutionality, voidness or invalidity of any other portion hereof, 

and all provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable for that purpose . 

Section 5. That there exists a public emergency requiring that this Ordinance be 

passed finally on the date of its introduction as requested in writing by the Mayor; therefore, 

this Ordinance shall be passed finally on such date and shall take effect immediately upon 
its passage and approval by the Mayor. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this _ day of 

	

20_. 

Mayor of the City of Houston 

Prepared by Legal Dear:---~' 
LWS : asw 10/13/2009 

	

" 

15e, Nor Adsistant City Attorney 
Requested by Michael S . Ma, 	otte, P.E., Director, Public Works and Engineering 
L .D . File No . 06508000140lpeol 



TO: Mayor via City Secretary LEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

SUBJECT: Ordinance amending Art . IX of Chapter 10 of the Code of Page Agenda Item 
Ordinances to revise provisions regarding notice provisions for I of # 22 , 
dangerous buildings and the criteria for imminent danger. 

FROM (Department or other point of origin) : Origination Date Agenda Date 

Legal Department October 19, 2 109 O 'CUP009 
DIRECTOR'S SIGNATURE: Council District affected : ,.y 

~ )Arturo G. Michel, City Attorne ~ -°~ ALL 

For additional informatio6-c6n[la(ii: Date and identification of prior 
Larry W. Schenk Phone:832-393-6447 authorizing Council action : 

RECOMMENDATION : (Summary)Adopt an ordinance amending Article IX of Chapter 10 of the 
Code of Ordinances . The revisions 011 change notice provisions for dangerous buildings to 
conform with State law and will expand the criteria for identifying buildings that represent an 
imminent danger . 

Amount and Source of Funding : N/A 

SPECIFIC EXPLANATION : 

Dangerous buildings plague many parts of the City and often present an imminent danger to health or 
safety . Houston Hope areas are a prime example of neighborhoods which suffer this problem . The City 
has not pursued demolitions, including emergency demolitions, to the full extent permitted by law and 
available resources . In particular, it has not sufficiently pursued demolitions as permitted by law where a 
vacant building is inadequately secured regardless of whether collapse is imminent . Failing to secure a 
vacant building leads to dangerous conditions, criminal activity and the evidence is apparent and readily 
determined . The amended ordinance gives clear authority and direction to demolish dangerous buildings as 
a priority of the City . The amended ordinance also expands persons covered by a demolition order to 
include lien holders and mortgagees so demolitions can occur more quickly, and it further gives the City 
greater flexibility in scheduling hearings . 

REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION 
Finance Department : Other Authorization : Other Authorization : 
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Sec. 10-316. Title . 

Sec . 10-317. Definitions 

ARTICLE IX. COMPREHENSIVE URBAN 
REHABILITATION AND BUILDING 

MINIMUM STANDARDS 

DIVISION 1 . GENERALLY 

This article is, and may be cited at the "Houston Comprehensive Urban 
Rehabilitation and Building Minimum Standards Code ." 

following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning : 

Imminent danger to health or m--td-safety or imminent danger means a 
condition violating the terms of this article which the director has determined (1) 
currently constitutes a hazard to the health gLsafety -of the occupant of a building 
or any other person, and (ii) requires immediate action to abate or cure such 
condition . Without limitation, specific examples of imminent danger to health grand 
safety are (A) a building, or any portion of a building, which is reasonably expected 
to collapse at any time,-,-and (B) conditions which could reasonably be expected to 
lead directly to the transmission of serious disease : (C) a dangerous building that 
is within 1,500 feet (as measured in a direct line from the closest point of the 
property line of each relevant property) of a school, park, church, synagogue,. 
temple, mosque, or licensed day care facility : (D) unoccupied structures used for 
criminal activity, which is evidenced by but not limited to, any of the following factors : 
(1) interior -graffiti, (2) discarded food wrappers, (3) food waste, (4) discarded liquor 
or beer containers, 1) abandoned campfires, partially burned candles or matches, 
or other similar detritus, (6) drug paraphernalia or similar detritus, (7) any sign of 
entry by a person, or (E) an attractive nuisance to children . Evidence of these 
conditions can be determined by personal observation or circumstantially . 

LIN .wpd 
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Sec. 10-367. Time allowed for action . 

ek danger ord . draft #9 REDLINE .wpd 

DIVISION 4 . DANGEROUS BUILDINGS 

If the hearing official determines that a building is a dangerous building, the order 
shall state the date by which the action ordered must be completed, and that the 
neighborhood protection official shall cause the building to be secured, vacated, repaired 
and/or demolished K the persons having an interest in the property do not comply with the 
order . The order shall require the owner, lien holder, or mortgagee of a dangerous building 
to comply with the order within 30 days; provided that, if the owner, hen holder, o 
mortgage establishes at the hearing that the work cannot reasonably be performed within 
30 days, and the hearing official determines from the record that a greater period of time 
is warranted, the hearing official may provide for a specified period greater than 30 days 
as provided below. 

If the hearing official allows the owner, lien holder, or mortgagee more than 30 days 
to comply with the order, the hearing official shall establish specific time schedules for the 
commencement and performance of work and shall require the owner, lien holder, o 
mortgagee to secure the property in a reasonable manner from unauthorized entry while 
the work is being performed . 

The hearing official may not allow the owner, lien holder, or mortgagee more than 
90 days to perform fully all work required to comply with the order unless the owner, lien 
holder, or mortgagee: (i) submits a detailed plan and time schedule for the work at the 
hearing ; and (ii) establishes at the hearing that the work cannot reasonably be completed 
within 90 days because of the scope and complexity of the work. If the hearing official 
allows the owner, lien holder, or mortgagee more than 90 days to comply with the order, 
or any part of the work required to comply with the order, the hearing official shall require 
the owner, lien holder, or mortgagee to submit regular progress reports to the city to 
demonstrate that the owner, lien holder, or mortgagee has complied with the time 
schedules established for the commencement and performance of the work . The order 
may require that the owner, lien holder, or m appear before the hearing official to 
demonstrate compliance with specified time schedules . 
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Sec . 10-431 . 

Sec. 10-432. Notice ; hearing . 

DIVISION 7. EMERGENCIES 

Imminent dangers . 

In cases where the neighborhood protection official reasonably believes that a 
building or structure constitutes an immediate imminent danger to the-health, Itfe or safety 
of-any-person, the neighborhood protection official shall report the building and the 
conditions creating the immediate imminent danger to the director . If the director finds that 
an-immeediate-imminent danger to the health; Ftfe or safety of any person-exists and that the 
conditions of the building are the eatise of the immediate imminent danger, the director, 
without the necessity of any notice to the owner of the building or any other person having 
an interest in the building or structure where the imminent danger exists , shall order 
immediate appropriate action taken with respect to the building or structure . For purposes 
of this division, the term "appropriate action" means vacating, repairing, or demolishing the 
building or structure, or other action reasonably calculated to eliminate the conditions that 
create the irnrnediate .imminent danger . 

(a) Whenever the director takes action - under this division, the hearing official shall 
convene a hearing to consider the emergency action taken and, if the building or structure 
was not demolished, to order further action regarding the building or structure in 
accordance with the provisions of division 4 of this article . The hearing shall be held no 
later than 90-180 days after the director has taken action under this division, unless all 
persons of record having either an ownership interest or a possessory interest in the 
building or structure consent to a longer period . 

(b) At the hearing, the city shall show that the building or structure was an 
irnmediiate .imminent danger to health; +ife or safety necessitating the immediate action at 
the time the action was taken . After completion of the presentation of the testimony by all 
parties appearing, the hearing official shall make written findings of fact as to whether or 
not the building, structure or condition was an irn mediiate .imminent danger to health; Fife or 
safety necessitating the action taken by the director, and whether the building or structure 
constituted a dangerous building within the provisions of this article . 

(c) 

	

If the hearing official finds that there was an immediate imminent danger to 
public health-,hfe or safety that required the action that was taken, all administrative 
expenses and any cost of the action taken shall be calculated and assessed against the 
owners of the building, and shall constitute a lien on the land on which the building stands 
or stood, which lien shall be filed and bear interest as provided in section 10-373 of this 
Code. If the building or structure was not demolished, and the hearing official finds that the 
building, at the time of the hearing, continues to constitute a danger within the provisions 
of this article, the hearing official shall issue an order for its abatement as set out in division 
4 of this article . 



GAGENERAL\LWS\0RD\Substandard Bldgz, Chapter Mirnminent danger ord final draft.wpd 

City of Houston, Texas, Ordinance No. 2009-. 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE IX OF CHAPTER 10 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, HOUSTON, TEXAS, RELATING TO DANGEROUS BUILDINGS ; 
CONTAINING FINDINGS AND OTHER PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE FOREGOING 
SUBJECT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Houston finds and determines that 
buildings which remain vacant and unoccupied for any appreciable period of time become 

attractive nuisance to children, a harborage for rodents, an invitation to derelicts, 
vagrants and criminals as a temporary abode, a source of vermin and other vectors 
dangerous to human health and life, and an increased fire hazard ; and 

WHEREAS, the unkept grounds surrounding such property invite the dumping of 
garbage and rubbish thereon ; and 

WHEREAS, such buildings become dilapidated since such buildings are often 
economically obsolete and the owners of such buildings are unwilling to expend the 
necessary funds to repair or raze the buildings ; and 

WHEREAS, such buildings contribute to the growth of blight within the city, depress 
market values of surrounding properties to the detriment of the various taxing districts and 
require additional governmental services ; and 

WHEREAS, buildings in such condition are an extreme safety hazard to the general 
public as well as to public safety personnel, who have to enter such structures to fight fires 
or control the criminal element; and 

WHEREAS, the use and maintenance of property in such condition and manner 
endangers the public safety and health, constitutes an unreasonable use and condition to 
the annoyance, discomfort and repose of the general public, is detrimental to the public 
good and to the common welfare ; and renders the public insecure in the use and 
enjoyment of their property ; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that in addition to the other 
threats to health and safety caused by dangerous buildings as summarized herein, 
dangerous buildings represent a threat to the lives and well being of children when located 
within 1500 feet of a school, park, church, synagogue, temple, mosque, or licensed day 
care center ; and 

WHEREAS, Chapters 54 and 214 of the Texas Local Government Code extend 
broad authority to Texas cities to control and remove such buildings, in addition to the 
broad authority of the City of Houston as a Home Rule city ; and 
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WHEREAS, Divisions 4, 5, 6, and 7 of Article IX of Chapter 10 of the Code of 
Ordinances address the process and procedure for disposing of such buildings as 
dangerous buildings ; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council deems it necessary to enact additional measures to 
Article IX of Chapter 10 of the Code of Ordinances to enhance the ability of the City to 
address the imminent danger to the health and safety of its citizens represented by the 
plethora of dangerous buildings ; NOW, THEREFORE, 

as follows : 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOUSTON, TEXAS: 

Section 1 . That the findings contained e preamble of this Ordinance are 

determined to be true and correct and are hereby adopted as a part of this Ordinance . 

Section 2. That the definition of the term imminent danger to health and safety in 

Section 10-317 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, Texas, is hereby amended to read 

"Imminent danger to health or safety or imminent danger means a 
condition violating the terms of this article which the director has determined 
(i) currently constitutes a hazard to the health or safety of the occupant of a 
building or any other person, and (ii) requires immediate action to abate or 
cure such condition . Without limitation, specific examples of imminent 
danger to health or safety are (A) a building, or any portion of a building, 
which is reasonably expected to collapse at any time; (13) conditions which 
could reasonably be expected to lead directly to the transmission of serious 
disease ; (C) a dangerous building that is within 1,500 feet (as measured in 
a direct line from the closest point of the property line of each relevant 
property) of a school, park, church, synagogue, temple, mosque, or licensed 
day care facility ; (D) unoccupied structures used for criminal activity, which 
is evidenced by but not limited to, any of the following factors : (1) interior 
graffiti, (2) discarded food wrappers, (3) food waste, (4) discarded liquor or 
beer containers, (5) abandoned campfires, partially burned candles or 
matches, or other similar detritus, (6) drug paraphernalia or similar detritus, 
(7) any sign of entry by a person, or (E) an attractive nuisance to children . 
Evidence of these conditions can be determined by personal observation or 
circumstantially." 

Section 3. That Section 10-367 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, Texas, is 

hereby amended by replacing the word "owner" with the phrase "owner, lien holder, or 

mortgagee" wherever it appears therein . 
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ection 4. That Sections 10-431 and 10-432 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, 

Texas, are hereby amended to read as follows : 

"Sec. 10-431 . 

	

Imminent dangers . 

In cases where the neighborhood protection official reasonably 
believes that a building or structure constitutes an imminent dangerto health 
or safety, the neighborhood protection official shall report the building and 
the conditions creating the imminent danger to the director . If the director 
finds that imminent danger to health or safety exists, the director, without the 
necessity of any notice to the owner of the building or any other person 
having an interest in the building or structure where the imminent danger 
exists, shall order immediate appropriate action taken with respect to the 
building or structure . For purposes of this division, the term "appropriate 
action" means vacating, repairing, or demolishing the building or structure, 
or other action reasonably calculated to eliminate the conditions that create 
the imminent danger. 

Sec. 10-432 . 

	

Notice ; hearing . 

(a) Wheneverthe directortakes action underthis division, the hearing 
official shall convene a hearing to consider the emergency action taken and, 
if the building or structure was not demolished, to order further action 
regarding the building or structure in accordance with the provisions of 
division 4 of this article . The hearing shall be held no later than 180 days 
after the director has taken action under this division, unless all persons of 
record having either an ownership interest or a possessory interest in the 
building or structure consent to a longer period . 

(b) At the hearing, the city shall show that the building or structure 
was an imminent danger to health or safety necessitating the immediate 
action at the time the action was taken . After completion of the presentation 
of the testimony by all parties appearing, the hearing official shall make 
written findings of fact as to whether or not the building, structure or condition 
was an imminent danger to health or safety necessitating the action taken by 
the director, and whether the building or structure constituted a dangerous 
building within the provisions of this article . 

(c) If the hearing official finds that there was an imminent danger to 
public health or safety that required the action that was taken, all 
administrative expenses and any cost of the action taken shall be calculated 
and assessed against the owners of the building, and shall constitute a lien 
on the land on which the building stands or stood, which lien shall be filed 
and bear interest as provided in section 10-373 of this Code. If the building 
or structure was not demolished, and the hearing official finds that the 
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building, at the time of the hearing, continues to constitute a danger within 
the provisions of this article, the hearing official shall issue an order for its 
abatement as set out in division 4 of this article ." 

Section 5. That, if any provision, section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase 

of this Ordinance, or the application of same to any person or set of circumstances, is for 

any reason held to be unconstitutional, void or invalid, the validity of the remaining portions 

of this Ordinance or their application to other persons or sets of circumstances shall not 

be affected thereby, it being the intent of the City Council in adopting this Ordinance that 

ortion hereof or provision or regulation contained herein shall become inoperative or 

fail by reason of any unconstitutionality, vodness or invalidity of any other portion hereof, 

11 provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable for that purpose . 

Section 6 . That there exists a public emergency requiring that this Ordinance be 

passed finally on the date of its introduction as requested in writing by the Mayor; therefore, 

this Ordinance shall be passed finally on such date and shall take effect immediately upon 
its passage and approval by the Mayor; however, in the event that the Mayor fails to sign 

this Ordinance within five days after its passage and adoption, it shall take effect in 

accordance with Article V1, Section 6, Houston City Charter . 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this _ day of 

	

'1 2009. 

APPROVED this _ day of 

	

2009. 

Mayor of the City of Houston 

Pursuant to Article V1, Section 6, Houston City Charter, the effective date of the 
foregoing Ordinance is 

City Secretary 
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red by Legal Dept . 
S:asw 10/2012009 dtant City Attorney 





































































































































































ecretary 
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

ubject : Second Amendment to Agreement for Plan Administration Services ategory # Page I of 1 Agenda Item betweelr the City and Valic Insurance Company ("Valic") for third party 
administi-ative services with Houston Police Officers Union (Majority Bargaining tVr 
A ent) of th e 111'01J Plan. 
FR0M(I)epartmentor other point of origin) : Origination Date: Agenda Date Michelle Mitchell, Director October 14, 2009 OCT 2 12009 i?ILInCC I-)e ) al- hTlcllt 
Dl RECTO WS SIC.IVr1TURE Council District(s) affected : 

A All 
F_ additional infoi matiou 5hel ry Mos Date and Identification of prior authorizing contact: 713 / 837-9664 Council Action : Ordinance 2004-1003 

Phone : 
RECOMMENDATION: (Summary) 
Adapt ordinance approving an amendment to contract between the City, Valic and Houston Police Officers Union (HPOU) to extend the term to no later than Janu 25, 2009. 
Amount of Funding : Finance Budget : N/A 
SOURCE OF FUNDING : [ ] General Fund [ ] Grant Fund [ ] Enterprise Fund 

Othc r (Specify) 
SPECIFIC EXPLANATION: 

The Finance Department and the HPOU Deferred Compensation Advisory Committee recommend Council approve a second amendmen to an agreement for Third Party Administrative Services for the HPOU 457 (b) Deferred Compensation Plan with AIG Valic Company . 
The Original Agreement is amended to extend its term to until such time as a new contract for Plan administration services for HPOI Section 457 Eligible Deferred Compensation Plan becomes effective, and all assets available for transfer from VALIC have beef transferred to the new contractor, provided that the new termination date may be no later than January 25, 2010 . 
The current contract will expire November 10, 2009 . The City desires to extend the contract to no later than January 25, 2010, so there will be no interruption of service during the transition to ` a new contractor . - HPOU issued a Request for Proposal for these services on July 22, 2009 . A committee selected by HPOU reviewed the responses and ha; selected a contractor other than Valic . This agreement will be submitted for Council approval in November. 
As of September 30, 2009, there are 1,098 participants in the Plan . The total asset is approximately $45.9 million . Currently, there are 3Z funds available to participants ranging from a fixed option to international funds . The participation in these funds is at 70% in mutua funds and 30% in fixed option 

REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION 
Finance Director : Other Authorization : Other Authorization : 















































TO: 

	

Mayor via City Secretary 

3106 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
SUBJECT: Agreement with Harris County relating to vehicle registration holds in Page Agenda Item # 
support of the Digital Automated Red Light Enforcement Program. I of I 

FROM: (Department or other point of origin) : Origination Date : Agenda Date : 
Houston Police Department 10/ t 0 Q'9 i 2009 

DIRECTOR'S SIGNATURE: Council District affected : 

Harold L. Hurtt, Chief of Police4 
All 

For additional information contact: Date and identification of prior authorizing 

Fenninge~~m 
Council action : Ordinance 2006-0566, May 31, 2006 

Joseph A. Phone: 713-308-1770 Ordinance 2008-1050, Nov. 19, 2008 
CFO and Deputy Director 
RECOMMENDATION" (Summary) Pass an ordinance, contingent upon the approval of Harris County Commissioners 
Court, approving an agreement relating to vehicle registration holds with Harris County and allocating funds. 
Amount and Source of Funding: $180,000.00 - DARLEP Fund No. 2212 

(FY 10 -$36, 000 . 00 Out Years - $144, 000 - 00 
Specific Explanation: 
On May 31, 2006 City Council approved the Houston Police Department's institution of the Digital Automated Red 
Light Enforcement Program (DARLEP). Since the inception of the program, seventy cameras have been installed at 
intersections throughout the city and approximately 640,000 notices of violation have been issued . Fines collected to 
date (net of expenses) total $22,850,985 and $9,324,066 of that number has been paid or obligated to the State of 
Texas to support trauma centers in accordance with State law. 

Because the program's penalties are civil infractions rather than criminal, they lack a criminal enforcement mechanism . 
Consequently, delinquencies average around 31 % of issued citations and total outstanding delinquencies have grown 
to approximately $1"90Q000. To collect these past due amounts City Council approved an Interlocal Agreement with 
the Texas Department of Transportation to place holds on vehicles registered in Texas whose owners have failed to 
pay their penalties after repeated notices of violation were mailed to them . As a courtesy to the Harris County Tax Office (the agency charged with registering vehicles in Harris County), the City agreed not to proceed with registration 
holds until an agreement was approved by both the City and Harris County Commissioners Court establishing the 
terms and conditions of the program. We have been advised that the agreement will appear on the Harris County 
Commissioners Court agenda on October 27, 2009 for consideration of approval . 

The agreement provides that the Harris County Tax Office will decline to register a vehicle that exhibits a hold from the Texas Department of Transportation until such time as the hold is removed or evidence is submitted documenting that 
the hold has been removed. In exchange, the Houston Police Department will pay the Harris County Tax Office the sum of $36§00 for the first year of the agreement in order to cover estimated costs. Each year thereafter, forty-five 
days prior to the anniversary of the agreement, the City will provide a report to the County detailing the number of 
transactions that the City has presented to the Texas Department of Transportation during the previous year for use in determining the fee for the following year . Those costs are not expected to be greater than those of the first year of 
the agreement. 

The Chief of Police recommends that, contingent upon the approval of the agreement by Harris County 
Commissioners Court, City Council approve the agreement establishing the terms and conditions of registration hold 
procedures between the City and Harris County . 
REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION 01 IOJAF005 
Finance: Other Authori ion: 

F 

Other Authorization: 


















































































































































