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Gratefully, 

2017 has been an  eventful year for Houston – from Super Bowl LI to Hurricane Harvey; from pension reform to the Astros’ World Series win. Throughout 
this past year, our successes and challenges alike demonstrated the strength and resilience of Houstonians, whom I am proud to represent on City Council.

In the aftermath of Harvey, much work remains to be done. I am continuing to advocate for infrastructure and resiliency planning to protect our 
region from the next big storm. In October, I traveled to Washington, D.C. with the Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership, where we met 
with various federal agency officials to advocate for the coastal spine. This infrastructure solution would protect the Houston Ship Channel and 
Galveston Bay area from a potential economic and environmental disaster from the next hurricane. In addition to the coastal spine, I am continuing 
to work with my council colleagues, the Mayor and Chief Recovery Officer Marvin Odum to lobby the federal government for Houston’s fair share 
of recovery and resiliency funding. It is critical that the federal government recognize the need to invest in flood mitigation for our region to 
prepare us for the next big storm. I urge you to contact your representatives in Congress and remind them that Houston’s needs are still great.

Looking ahead to 2018, I want to give you a brief preview of some projects currently in the works. In April, my office will host a mental 
health and wellness fair featuring resources and information to combat the stigma of mental illness. I am also planning a design 
competition which will center both resiliency and creativity in the rebuilding of our city. These ideas will be solicited through an RFV 
– Request for Visions – and exhibited at the American Institute of Architects (AIA) Houston office when the competition is complete 
in 2020.  With the holiday season upon us, I hope you’ll join me in gratitude and reflection on what the past year has brought us.



2017 YEAR IN REVIEW

Super Bowl LI, February 5

On March 22, Houston City Council voted to adopt 
the first updated Bicycle Master Plan since 1993.  
Houston’s bike infrastructure has grown with the city 
over the past 14 years, requiring the update to include 
the completion of bike trails on the Bayou Greenways 
system, the expansion of dedicated bike lanes on city 
streets, and a general increase in ridership.

For more information on the updated bike plan, please 
visit www.houstonbikeplan.org

On April 5, Council Members Robinson and Dave Martin, District E, hosted a 
symposium at the George R. Brown Convention Center to discuss the impact  
of flooding and storm surge on the Houston region.  Mayor Turner gave 
opening remarks at the standing-room-only event, which featured a panel 
of experts in the fields of flooding and storm surge mitigation, including the 
City’s Chief Resiliency Officer, Stephen Costello, Russell A. Poppe, Executive 
Director of the Harris County Flood Control District; Phil Bedient, Director of 
Rice University’s Severe Storm Prediction, Education, and Evacuation from 
Disasters (SSPEED Center); Bob Mitchell, President of the Bay Area Houston 
Economic Partnership;  Mary Anne Piacentini, Executive Director of the Katy 
Prairie Conservancy;  and Chris Sallese, the Coastal Programs Coordinator 
for Dannenbaum Engineering.

An archived video of the Symposium is available courtesy of the City of 
Houston’s HTV service at http://houstontx.swagit.com/play/04172017-
1021.

Capital Improvement Plan Public Meetings, February 15 - March 9

Storm Surge and Flooding Symposium, April 5Update to Houston’s Bike Plan, March 22

LEFT:  Symposium hosts Council 

Member David W. Robinson and 

District E Council Member Dave 

Martin are interviewed by Houston 

Public Media at the 2017 Storm Surge 

Symposium.  

In February, after years of preparation, 
Houston hosted it’s third Super 
Bowl.  The massive collaborative 
effort of several public and private 
organizations and the hard work and 
dedication of over 10,000 volunteers 
made Super Bowl LI one of the 
most watched Super Bowls with an 
estimated viewership of 111 million. 
The Patriots took a last-minute lead 
and defeated the Falcons 34-28, 
earning the Patriots their fifth Super 
Bowl win.
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As an At Large Council Member representing the
entire City of Houston, and former president of the Super Neighborhood Alliance, Council Member Robinson 
takes great pride in attending each of the 12 annual meetings.  For a list of the Capital Improvement Plan 
projects taking place in your neighborhood, please visit: http://www.houstontx.gov/cip/

Between February 15 and March 9, the City of  
Houston hosted the annual Capital Improvement 
Plan Meeting series, with 12 meetings in 11 
council districts.  These meetings, with a focus on 
both small-scale and large-scale infrastructure 
projects, educate community members on the 
Public Works and Engineering projects taking 
place in their neighborhoods, and allow for 
substantial public feedback on current and 
proposed projects.



On May 31, City Council approved the city budget for 
Fiscal Year 2018 by a unanimous vote. The $5.2 billion 
budget maintains a focus on infrastructure, public 
safety, and quality of life services while maintaining 
the discretionary council district service fund allocated 
to each council district office; it does not require any 
increase in city taxes. Expenditures are balanced by city-
wide budget reductions through the shared sacrifice of 
all city departments.

The FY18 budget represents the hard work of the 
Mayor, City Council, Controller’s Office and all the city’s 
departments to help make Houston a safer, healthier, 
and more sustainable place to live while maintaining a 
fiscally conservative budget. 

You can view the proposed FY18 budget by visiting:  
http://www. houstontx.gov/budget/18budprop/index.

China Trade Mission, May 5

Council Approves FY 18 Budget, May 31
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In May, Council Member Robinson joined representatives from the Mayor’s Office of International Trade and Development for a 9-day trade mission to 
China.  During the mission, Council Member Robinson gave opening remarks at the US-China Innovation and Investment Summit in Chengdu; he also 
met with dignitaries and business leaders in the cities of Hong Kong, Shenzhen, Shanghai, and Beijing.  As a follow-up to the China trade mission, Council 
Member Robinson had the opportunity to official welcome Vice Mayor Wu to Houston on September 25 where they discussed the Sister City relation-
ship between Shenzhen and Houston and possible collaborations with MD Anderson and the Texas Medical Center and their counterparts in China.  
To view a video summary of Council Member Robinson’s mission to China, please visit:  https://youtu.be/Zan3E84adPc

Development and Maintenence Services - 2,219,731,565
Administrative Services - 172,839,763
General Debt Services - 367,893,000
Public Safety - 1,418,067,607
Human and Cultural Services - 342,863,748
Houston Airport Systems - 503,861,030



At the end of the summer, Hurricane Harvey struck the southeast coast of Texas, bringing an 
estimated 9 trillion gallons of water to Harris County and causing billions over dollars in damage 
across the region. The flooding in Houston was widespread – from Kingwood to Meyerland, from 
Clear Creek to Greens Bayou, the rain was more than our bayou systems and reservoirs could hold. 
Harvey cost Houstonians their homes, their cars, their schools and places of work, and in some 
unfortunate cases, their lives. Despite this destruction, it also showed the resiliency and volunteer 
spirit of our City. Thousands of flood victims were sheltered at the George R. Brown Convention 
Center and NRG Stadium, and in response, thousands of Houstonians showed up to help.

As the City is seeking federal and state funding for recovery efforts, Mayor Turner appointed former 
Shell CEO Marvin Odum to serve as the Chief Recovery Officer. This unpaid position is intended to 
“ensure a rapid, quality recovery from Hurricane Harvey and position the city to be less vulnerable 
to the next record-breaking storm.”  Odum will work with government agencies, nonprofits, and 
community stakeholders to ensure a streamlined coordination of the recovery efforts. 

The City is also working with nonprofits and local agencies to connect Harvey victims with recovery 
resources. As part of this effort, the City has opened a Neighborhood Restoration Center at the 
Kashmere Multi-Service Center, open every Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m., and is looking to 
open several more of these centers in the coming months. The website www.houstonrecovers.org 
has information and resources for flood victims and ongoing volunteer opportunities.

On October 10, Council Member Robinson attended the Texas 
Society of Architect’s 78th Annual Convention and Design 
Expo in Austin, Texas.  The annual convention saw over 3000 
architects from across the State of Texas in attendance to 
discuss new design ideas and obtain continuing education 
credits for their career tracks.

Major occurring themes of the convention included wide 
ranging discussion on the responsibility of architects in a 
changing world, and the need of designers to confront the 
challenges of sustainable and resilient design in the wake of 
Hurricane Harvey.  Houston’s design community was heavily 
represented, especially during the closing session where 
Catherine Callaway, president of the AIA Houston chapter, 
participated in a panel discussion with architects John 
Englander, Joshua Prince-Ramus and Michael Ford on the 
need to create well design, affordable, and resilient structures 
in post Harvey Houston.

Tropical Storm Harvey, August 26 - September 3

Texas Society of Architects Convention, November 9 - 11

Advocating for Recovery Funding in Washington, D.C,

October 31 – November 2, and December 5
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At the end of October, Council Member Robinson travelled to Washington D.C. 
with the Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership to advocate for federal funding 
of the coastal spine, a key piece of infrastructure to protect the Galveston Bay 
area and Houston Ship Channel from hurricane storm surge. This trip included 
meetings with the Department of Energy, the Army Corps of Engineers, and 
staff from the Vice President’s office. Although Harvey’s destruction was due to 
inland flooding, storm surge can be a far deadlier threat and represents a major 
risk for the region. The coastal spine concept is a key part of making Houston 
more resilient to future storms.

Federal funding for both resiliency and recovery remains a top priority for 
Houston in the wake of Harvey. In November, Council Member Robinson 
returned to D.C. with his colleagues Council Members Boykins, Christie, Knox, 
and Chief Resiliency Officer Stephen Costello and Chief Recovery Officer 
Marvin Odum. The group met with key administration officials and members 
of Houston’s congressional delegation to advocate for increased funding and 
resources for Houston’s recovery. The focus of these meetings was primarily 
on Community Development Block Grants, which can be used to fund a wide 
range of projects from infrastructure to housing, as well as immediate relief 
for flood victims through FEMA and large-scale flood mitigation projects for 
Houston’s bayous and waterways.



ABOVE: Buffalo Bayou swells during the initial deluge that 

resulted in neighbourhoods flooding  across the city.

LEFT:  Main Street and the METRO Rail Lines in the Texas 

Medical Center flooded as a result of constant, heavy rains 

over the course of four days.

   Bond Election, November 7

Voter approval of the pension bonds helps put the city on firmer 
financial footing and ensures a stable, sustainable pension system 
for city employees in the future. Voters also approved public 
improvement bonds, which will fund equipment and facility 
upgrades for parks, community centers, police and fire stations, and 
libraries. These bonds included $159 million for public safety, $104 
million for parks, $123 million for libraries, and $109 million for health 
centers and other facilities.

On November 1, the Houston Astros defeated 
the Los Angeles Dodgers in game seven of 
the World Series at Dodger’s Stadium.  The 
Astros took an early lead in the game which 
they maintained, eventually defeating the 
Dodgers 4-3 and earning Houston their first 
World Series win.
 
The ultimate Astros celebration took place 
on the afternoon of November 4, with an 
epic parade through Downtown Houston.  
An estimated 1 million people crammed 
the confetti strewn streets of Downtown 
to celebrate the win and cheer their home 
team.  The parade concluded at City Hall 
where Mayor Turner and City Council 
honored the Astros on their victory.  To view 
coverage of the parade, please visit: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=61bIRunGdBc

Astros Win the World Series, November 1

“It’s a true privilege to proudly host this magnificent salute to our hometown team that has earned history.  As we 

bounce back from Hurricane Harvey, we are more than ready to welcome our heroes home in proper form.” - Mayor 

Sylvester Turner

JULY   AUGUST   SEPTEMBER   OC TOBER   NOVEMBER   DECEMBER

AVOVE:  Council Member Robinson in front 

of the north face of the White House during 

a break from meeting with executive and 

legislative offices to advocate for flood 

recovery funding for the Houston region.

On November 7, Houston 
voters overwhelmingly 
approved five city bonds, 
including pension obligation 
bonds which are the final 
piece of Mayor Turner’s 
pension reform initiative. 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS!


