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Gratefully, 

Since the beginning of the year, City Council has approved several vital initiatives, including 
a new recycling contract that includes glass and plastic bags, the expansion of the mini-
mural program with 45 new installations coming to traffic signal control boxes across the 
city; and the purchase of land for the new Sunnyside Multi-Service Center, health clinic and 
neighborhood park.

We also continue to advocate for Harvey recovery by working with our state and federal officials 
to secure much-needed funding to pay for vital infrastructure repairs and replacements. The 
City of Houston was recently awarded a federal TIGER grant from the U.S. Department of 
Transportation to improve high-water warning systems at 40 different sites where flooding 
on roadways poses a threat to drivers and passengers, which is a small but strong start to our 
infrastructure to-do list.

Finally, on a personal note, I’m proud to announce that through hard work and with the 
support of friends, family and colleagues, I have been elevated to the College of Fellows 
in the American Institute of Architects. Fellowship is the AIA’s highest honor, bestowed 
to architects in recognition of their contributions to the fields of architecture and design, 
and their significant contributions to society. I am humbled by this honor and grateful for 
the opportunity to highlight the important work going on in Houston at the AIA National 
conference in June.

Council Member Robinson announces the total number 
of tourists to visit the City of Houston in 2017 at the 
annual Tourism Summit Breakfast at the George R. Brown 
Convention Center.  Current projections indicate that 
Houston will have 25 million visitors annually by 2020.

Dear Friends, 
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APPOINTMENTS

From LEFT to RIGHT: President Elect Truman Edminster of the American Council 

of Engineering Companies of Houston, Public Works Director Carol Haddock, 

Mayor Sylvester Turner, and Council Member David W. Robinson.

On Saturday, April 21, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Council Member Robinson and the At-Large 2 office will host a Mental and Behavioral Wellness Celebration 
at Palmer Memorial Episcopal Church, located at 6221 S. Main St, Houston, TX 77030. The fair will feature a diverse array of vendors, programs and 
local resources available to youth and parents, adults and educators. The purpose of this event is to diminish the negative stigma associated with 
mental and behavioral health issues, encourage people to seek treatment, and create an open dialogue. Anyone who has been directly impacted 
by mental and behavioral health or who works with at-risk individuals is encouraged to attend this free, public event.  For more information on 
registering as a guest, volunteering, or participating as a vendor, please contact Karen Haller at Karen.Haller@houstontx.gov or 832-393-3013 or visit: 
https://bit.ly/2GVuJM7

Mayor Sylvester Turner has appointed Council Member Robinson as the new 
chair of the Transportation, Technology and Infrastructure committee, filling 
the vacancy left by the death of the previous chair, Council Member Larry Green 
of District K. This committee reviews matters pertaining to the Information 
Technology, General Services and Public Works Departments. Additionally, the 
committee reviews Rebuild Houston, Water & Sewer, Streets & Drainage, and 
water resources and conservation.

As chair of the TTI Committee, Robinson will bring to bear his experience 
serving as second vice chair of the regional Transportation Policy Council, 
where he works regularly with state and local transportation officials across the 
eight-county region as well as TxDOT (Texas Department of Transportation). 
He also brings the perspective of neighborhood leadership, as a former civic 
leader and Super Neighborhood Alliance president. 

The TTI Committee will continue to meet on a regular basis on the third 
Monday of every month at 10 a.m. in City Hall Chambers. Please contact 
atlarge2@houstontx.gov to be added to the committee’s email list.

On February 7, David Michael Goldberg 
was appointed to the Houston Ethics 
Commission following a unanimous vote 
of approval by City Council. Goldberg 
formerly served as the deputy chief 
of staff for Council Member Robinson 
during his first term in office before 
resigning to fulfill his lifelong dream 
of attending seminary and serving the 
ecclesiastical community.  

On January 10, City Council approved 
the appointment of Carol Haddock as 
the director of Houston Public Works. 
Carol is a licensed engineer with over 12 
years of hands-on experience in the city’s 
public works department, and is the first 
woman to hold the position of director. 
To learn more about Houston Public 
Works, visit: https://www.publicworks.
houstontx.gov/
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3

IN MEMORIAM: LARRY GREEN, 1966 - 2018

On December 17, 2017, respected Houston architect and former At-Large Council Member Peter 
Brown passed away due to complications from cancer. Peter Brown was raised in the Riverside 
Terrace neighborhood of Houston and attended St. John’s School. Following graduation, he 
attended the University of Houston and later received a master’s degree from the University of 
California, Berkeley before serving in the United States Army. During his military service, he earned 
a degree in architecture and urban planning from the University of Pennsylvania. He returned 
to Houston in 1982 and served as partner for a local architecture firm before founding his own 
firm. Peter Brown was elected to the At-Large Position 1 seat on Houston City Council in 2005, 
becoming the first architect elected to municipal government in Houston. During his tenure, he 
was an outspoken advocate for environmental initiatives, sensible urban planning and regional 
infrastructure improvements. Following his political career, he took the nickname “Pedestrian 
Pete” due to his advocacy for walkable communities, and could often be seen walking around the 
city in his trademark brown fedora. Peter was the epitome of what it means to be an exemplary 
Houstonian and will be truly missed by his family, friends and colleagues. 

On March 6, 2018, City Council and residents of District K were shocked to learn of the sudden 
passing of Council Member Larry Green. Larry was a graduate of Madison High School, earned 
his BA in political science from the University of Houston and his doctorate in jurisprudence 
from Texas Southern University. Larry practiced law in private practice for twenty years while 
volunteering countless hours of his personal time to a number of civic causes before serving 
as a congressional aide, and later the director of the job training non-profit HoustonWorksUSA.  
Larry was first elected to Houston City Council in 2010, after the creation of the newly formed 
District K in southwest Houston as part of the Census driven council expansion as a result of 
regional growth, and was the first council member to hold the seat. During his time on council, 
Larry fought to bring economic development to his district, often boasting that District 
K had the largest number of empty lots within the city, prime for residential or commercial 
development, and focused on a number of job creation programs to improve the quality of 
life of his constituents. Beloved by his constituents and a champion for the district, he and 
his dedicated staff could be counted on for quality customer service, 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week. In addition to his community service, Larry served as the chair of the Transportation, 
Technology, and Infrastructure committee at City Hall, and was also a board member for the 
Texas Municipal League, and the National League of Cities.

On March 22, 2017, City Council voted to adopt the Bicycle Master Plan, Houston’s first 
updated bike plan since 1993. In the year since it was passed, the city has seen an increase 
in the number of bicycle traffic on neighborhood streets and a number of improvements 
to bicycle infrastructure across the city, including: the creation of the Bicycle Advisory 
Committee; the completion of the Lamar Cycle Track connector, bridging the East End to 
Downtown; grant funding totaling $3.5 for a total of 71 new B-Cycle stations across the city; 
14 linear miles of new or improved on-street bicycle facilities and 23 miles of new, on-street 
bicycle facilities programmed under a Year 1 CIP Bikeway Fund.  

More information on the bike plan, including a downloadable PDF featuring maps of the 
system, can be found at www.houstonbikeplan.org.

IN MEMORIAM: PETER HOY T BROWN, 1936 - 2017
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COUNCIL MEMBER IN THE COMMUNIT Y

On March 22, Council Member David W. Robinson (right) joined 
Texas Land Commissioner George P. Bush (center) on a Harvey-
focused boat tour of Lake Houston organized by City Council 
Member Dave Martin (left) and his staff in the District E office. 

RIGHT: From left to 
right, Council Member 
Amanda Edwards, 
Mayor Pro Tem Ellen 
Cohen and Council 
Member Robinson 
attend the Memorial 
Park Conservancy’s 
annual Picnic in the 
Park Gala.

 
RIGHT:  On January 
8, the Astros World 
Series trophy began 
the championship 
trophy tour at City Hall, 
the first of 49 stops 
throughout the city 
before concluding at 
the Baseball Hall of 
Fame in Cooperstown, 
New York.


