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Gratefully, 

Dear Friends, 
It has been over a year since the Houston region was devastated by the 
record rainfall and the subsequent, catastrophic, heavy flooding caused 
by hurricane Harvey. As a city and a region, we continue the arduous 
recovery process, and as the Chairman of the Transportation, Technology 
and Infrastructure committee, I will continue to work with officials at all 
levels of government to secure the necessary funds to mitigate future 
flooding.

At the end of September, the At Large 2 office attended the 2018 
Texas Tribune Festival.  Held in Austin, TribFest is a gathering space for 
political and policy experts to share ideas and discuss solutions for better 
governance.  Mayor Turner told the story of Harvey to a standing room 
only audience and recognized the brave Houstonians who lost life and 
property during the storm, and shared the work he and my colleagues 
have been undertaking during the recovery process.

As always, please feel free to consider the At Large 2 office a resource.  My 
staff and I remain dedicated to listening to your thoughts and concerns.

Council Members David W. Robinson, Karla Cisneros, Amanda Edwards 
and Mayor Pro Tem Ellen Cohen join Mayor Sylvester Turner at a press 
conference remembering hurricane Harvey one year later.
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Council Member David W. Robinson, FAIA, and the American Institute of Architects (AIA) Houston chapter are pleased to announce the launch of 
Houston 2020 Visions.
 
Houston 2020 Visions is a year-long, open call for visions seeking creative and innovative ideas for how to rebuild a better city, one that protects the 
health and wellbeing of people, grows sustainably, and supports a strong economy. Overall, the goal is to place resilience and sustainability at the 
heart of a public dialogue about planning for the future of Houston and the surrounding region. Building on Council Member Robinson’s January 
2018 op-ed published in the Houston Chronicle, the program seeks expansive, creative visions of resilience, ranging from infrastructure projects to 
policy recommendations, from flood warning systems to transit-oriented development. Visions could consist of projects that are already completed, 
currently in progress, in the planning stages, or purely speculative proposals to encourage creative thinking.
 
The resulting responses will be juried and curated into an exhibit, which will be mounted at the Architecture Center Houston in the spring of 2020, 
along with the release of a corresponding publication documenting the process.
 
“As a citizen-architect, I want to help our city consider the best thinking and ideas to help build forward for a better future,” said Council Member 
Robinson. “Mayor Turner has been adamant about not ‘funding for failure.’ As we anticipate recovery funds coming down from the state and federal 
government, we need to be ready with creative and innovative ideas for how to rebuild a better city.”
 
Houston 2020 Visions is a collaboration between AIA Houston and Council Member Robinson, working with a steering committee consisting of 
member architects, city officials, local universities and representatives from partner organizations such as the Rice Design Alliance and the Kinder 
Institute.  

During the year-long call for visions, AIA Houston and Council Member Robinson will host a series of lectures, panel discussions and public meetings 
to generate a dialogue of education and information gathering between design professionals and community members.  This program is supported 
by a grant from AIA National, with the hope that chapters in other cities will follow this model of engaging with their communities in an open, 
inclusive dialogue about urban resilience.
 
Please visit https://bit.ly/2zqRzXv to view an interactive storymap about why the City of Houston and AIA Houston are organizing this program. 
For more details about the competition, and to sign up to receive updates, please visit: https://aiahouston.org/v/site-page/Houston-2020-Visions/
About-2020-Visions/9c/

HOUSTON 2020 VISIONS

On August 16, The Department of Neighborhoods announced they would begin accepting applications for the 2018-2019 Neighborhood Matching 
Grants program. These grants are available to non-profit neighborhood-based organizations to fund and implement community projects that 
beautify and improve the quality of life of their communities by providing matching funds from $500 to $5,000.

The deadline for applications in November 2, 2018.  For more information on the eligibility guidelines and to view the application form, please visit 
www.houstontx.gov/neighborhoods.

LEFT: Park benches in MacGregor Park in 

District D before the implementation of the 

Neighborhood Matching Grant Fund.

RIGHT: Park benches in MacGregor Park in District 

D after the implementation of the Neighborhood 

Matching Grant Fund.

NEIGHBORHOOD MATCHING GRANT PROGRAM
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2018 REFERENDUM ELEC TION
On November 6, Houstonians will vote on two City of Houston 
propositions: Proposition A concerning Rebuild Houston and 
Proposition B regarding pay parity for firefighters.  
 
Proposition A is a vote to approve the city’s existing ReBuild 
Houston program for street and drainage projects. This vote 
would maintain the “lockbox” around the allocated revenue from 
the drainage fee and restrict use for projects that are specifically 
related to standard operations and maintenance, planned 
improvements to extend the life of current infrastructure and 
improvements on effectiveness, and fund large, individual 
projects to replace and expand current infrastructure systems.
 
Proposition B, the Fire Union Petition, is a vote to tie firefighters’ 
pay with that of police officers, without additional requirements 
for education parity or hours worked.
 
Mayor Turner is hosting a series of town hall meetings about 
these two propositions, one in each council district that began 
on September 5 and runs through October 18. To find out 
more information about the town hall meetings, visit: http://
www.houstontx.gov/mayor/press/town-hall-meetings-2018-
referenda.html
 
Election day is on November 6, and in-person early voting 
begins October 22.

On August 11, 2018, Mayor Turner hosted the annual “Mayor’s Back 2 School 
Fest” at the George R. Brown Convention Center. This annual event provides 
backpacks, school supplies, health screenings, immunizations and social 
services to economically disadvantaged elementary school students and their 
families as they prepare for a successful school year. This year’s event saw over 
25,000 area students served, and additional backpacks distributed by council 
offices.
 
The staff of the At Large 2 office were proud to work with community partners 
to deliver 1,000 backpacks stocked with basic school supplies to Epiphany 
Community Health Outreach Services (ECHOS), The Montrose Center, and 
Jones Memorial Episcopal Church, Our Mother of Mercy Catholic Church.
 
Additionally, on July 30, Mayor Turner announced the formation of the 
Economic Development Subcommittee on Education. Chaired by District 
H Council Member Karla Cisneros, the subcommittee’s mission is to build 
regional prosperity through job creation and business and trade opportunity 
and to foster relationships within educational communities and raise public 
awareness to develop job skills to ensure success. For more information on the 
subcommittee, please visit: https://www.houstontx.gov/council/committees/
education.html

University of Houston mascots Shasta, Sasha, CM Robinson, UH Chancellor Dr. 

Renu Khator, Mayor Sylvester Turner, Council Member Jack Christie and First 

Daughter Ashley Turner celebrate the Mayor’s 2018 Back to School Celebration 

2018 BACK TO SCHOOL RALLY

For a list of early voting locations in your neighborhood, please visit:
 https://www.harrisvotes.com/SelectEarlyVotingMap.aspx

Early Voting Locations in Harris County, Fall 2018.
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TOP LEFT: Council 
Member Robinson 
speaks to Houstonians 
in Ft. Bend County at 
the August 18 Coffee 
with the Department 
of Neighborhoods.

Council Member Robinson, FAIA, presents a proclamation 
to (L to R) A.J. Sustaita, AIA, James Adams, AIA, Nicolas 
Medeguari (holding the proclamation) and Roger Basarich, 
AIA, recognizing the 2018 Corgan Design Competition.
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BOTTOM LEFT: Council 
Member Robinson presents 
a Mayoral Proclamation 
to principal Lola Perejon, 
celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of Helms 
Elementary School in the 
Heights on September 25.


