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The Kinder Houston Area Survey (1982-Present)
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Thirty-eight years of systematic interviews with successive represen-

tative samples of Harris County residents have explored the way the 

general public is responding to three fundamental new realities:



Two contrasting economic eras (1949 to 1979; 

and 1980 to the present)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplements. 

Mean Household Income Received by Each Fifth and by the Top 5 Percent, Inflation Adjusted to 2014 dollars. 

The past 35 years have 

seen increasing inequali-

ties in income and wealth.

Percent increase in before-tax income

The 30 years after World War II (1949-1979)

The most recent 35 years (1980-2015)
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The 30 years after World 

War II were a period of

broad-based prosperity.



The educational requirements for jobs across 

America (1970-2020)

Source: Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce, 2014. "Recovery: Job Growth and 

Education Requirements through 2020."  Retrieved from cew.georgetown.edu/recovery2020, on July 27, 2015.
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By 2020, 65% of all 

American jobs will 

require education 

beyond high school.



The need for education beyond high school to 

qualify for a well-paid job (2019)

“In order to get a job that pays more than $35,000 a year, you need 

to have at least one or two years of education beyond high school.”

Source: Kinder Houston Area Survey (2019)
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Source: TEA Division of Performance Reporting for Region 4, Texas Academic Performance 

Reports 2016-17 District Attendance and Postsecondary Readiness Report.

The fates of all eighth graders in the Houston 

region through their next 11 years (2006-2017)
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The proportions of HISD seniors who are 

“college ready,” by ethnic background

SAT/ACT Results by Ethnicity (HISD Class of 2016)

Ethnicity
% At or Above 

Criterion
% Tested

African 

American
6.5% 96.6%

Asian 58.1% —

Hispanic 7.5% 94.8%

White 50.4% 90.1%

Note: The criterion is 1110 on the SAT critical reading and mathematics combined and 24 on the ACT composite. “—” 

indicates that the data for this item were statistically improbable, or were reported outside a reasonable range.

Source: HISD 2017-2018 Facts and Figures. 



U.S. states ranked by percent adults aged 25+ 

with high school diplomas (ACS, 2012-16)
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U.S. states ranked by percent adults aged 25+ 

with college degree or more (ACS, 2012-2016)
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The adequacy of funding for the public schools 

in Houston (1995-2018)
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Source: Kinder Houston Area Survey (1995-2018)
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The support for more public school funding 

and for universal preschool education (2018)
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Source: Kinder Houston Area Survey (2009 and 2018).

“What about increasing local taxes in 

order to provide universal preschool 

education for all children in Houston?”

February 2018



The prevalence of economic hardship in Harris 

County today (2017-2019)

Source: Kinder Houston Area Survey (2017-19)
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Support for government programs to reduce the 

inequalities in American society (2009-2019)
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13Source: Kinder Houston Area Survey (2009-2019)

The government should take action 

to reduce the income differences.

Welfare benefits give poor people 

a chance to get started again.

Most people who receive welfare 

benefits are really in need of help.





The number of documented U.S. immigrants, 

by decade (1820-2010)

Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Office of Immigration Statistics. 

© Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research.
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Between 1492 and 1965, 82% of 

all the immigrants who came to 

American shores came from Europe. 

After reform of the restrictive laws in 

1965, fully 88% of all the new immi-

grants have been non-Europeans.
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“National Origins 

Quota Act”

1965
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Cities with the largest numbers of foreign-born 

residents (2010-2014)

Source: ACS 2010-2014 Five-Year Estimates. U.S. Census Bureau

© Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research



Demographic changes in Harris County by decade

(1960-2010) and the ACS estimates for 2012-2016
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The ethnic distribution across Harris County

1980

Anglo majority

Black majority

Latino majority

No majority

Source: Outreach Strategists, LLC. Color represents demographic group being a majority in that 

census tract. © Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research



1990

Anglo majority

Black majority

Latino majority

No majority

Source: Outreach Strategists, LLC. Color represents demographic group being a majority in that census tract.

© Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research

The ethnic distribution across Harris County



2000

Anglo majority

Black majority

Latino majority

No majority

Source: Outreach Strategists, LLC. Color represents demographic group being a majority in that 

census tract. © Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research

The ethnic distribution across Harris County



2010

Anglo majority

Black majority

Latino majority

No majority

Source: Outreach Strategists, LLC. Color represents demographic group being a majority in that 

census tract. © Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research

The ethnic distribution across Harris County



Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey (2013-2017)

The demographics of the eight most diverse large 

metro areas in America (ACS, 2013-2017)
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Source: American Community Survey (2013-2017)
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The current population of Harris County by age 

group and ethnicity (ACS, 2013-2017)



The current population of Texas by age group 

and ethnicity (ACS, 2012-2017)

Source: American Community Survey (2012-2016)

32 32 33
35

37
39 40 40

48

57

63

6868 68 67
65

63
61 60 60

52

43

37

32

Non-Hispanic Whites All Others



Source: American Community Survey (2013-2017)

The current population of the United States by 

age group and ethnicity (ACS, 2013-2017)
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ethnicity in 2050, assuming no change in immigration

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. 2012 National Population Projections, Alternative Net International Migration 

Series (Constant Series). © Dr. Stephen L. Klineberg and the Kinder Institute for Urban Research.



Tentative conclusions

The surveys show clearly that Houston area residents are embracing 

the region’s burgeoning diversity and they are more prepared than in 

past years to support the many ongoing efforts to address today’s 

educational deficits, persistent inequalities, and quality-of-life issues.

Stay tuned. Thank you very much!

It remains to be seen whether the Houston community as a whole can 

summon the political will to make the critical investments that will be 

needed to position the region for sustained prosperity in this new era 

of economic, demographic, and technological transformation.
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