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2025 MASTER PLAN

ISSUED FEBRUARY 2015

HOUSTON THEATER DISTRICT
MASTER PLAN

mEmmm  Theater District Boundary Proposed Cafe Pedestrian Trail

"7 Focus Area: Center Stage Open Space Festival Strect

[ 7] Focus Area: Bagby Boulevard Existing Landscape Branded Crosswalk

I Existing Built Form Proposed Landscape E Existing Pedestrian Bridge
B Proposed Built Form [ Proposed Street Grid ——= Proposed Pedestrian Bridge
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great global city.
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Downtown is at the forefront
in advancing Houston as a

STRATEGIES

1 Enhance and expand Downtown's
activities and attractions.

2 Create Downtown's Green Loop.

3 Enliven Downtown through
enhanced walkablity and
engaging places.

4 Support Downtown’s existing
businesses and promote
corporate attraction.

5 Build Downtown’s innovation
ecosystem and the office of
the future.

& Catalyze Downtown’s emerging
neighborhoods.

7 Support a comprehensive Central City
Housing Plan.

8 Capture the value of Downtown’s
central position.

9 Implement a smart network of
great streets.

10 Be a national leader for
connectivity innovation.
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West:

The west edge offers an opportunity available in no other area
of Downtown: a concentration of City-owned property with more
than 100 acres of prime land that fronts Buffalo Bayou.

o Reposition the Civic Center as the focal point for a 21st
century government complex through the restoration of
City Hall and improved or new facilities for government
services.

o Prioritize critical functions and facilities for the Houston
Police and Fire Departments, relocating ancillary services
and functions to alternative sites.

@ Investigate methods to redevelop the City's Justice
Complex as a strategic location for high-profile civic uses,
governmental offices, and new housing.

m Pursue opportunities for additional attractions and
institutions, including a Houston history or cultural
diversity museum, a new state-of-the-art library, or an
outdoor music or art venue. These new attractions should
focus on civic and arts-based uses that connect the
Theater District, the Civic Center and Justice Complex, and
the First and Sixth Wards across Buffalo Bayou.

Develop an observation deck with a full 360 view, located
on Downtown'’s Green Loop along the west side.

@

@ Extend the Green and Purple METROrail lines to the City's
Justice Complex to increase the utility of the light rail
system, set the stage for future transit expansions, and
strengthen the case for redevelopment.

@ Anchor west side redevelopment with the vacant Barbara
Jordan Post Office. Equivalent to eight city blocks, the
Post Office site offers key connections to Buffalo Bayou,
the Theater District, the Historic District and Washington
Avenue. A one-of-a-kind multi-cultural center with food,
art, retail, offices, assembly, hospitality and educational
facilities could serve as a Downtown destination that
showcases Houston's diversity.

@ Redevelop west side open spaces - Jones Plaza,
Hermann Square, Tranquillity Park, and Sam Houston
Park - as key urban places that link the office towers, the
Theater District, the Civic Center and Buffalo Bayou, which
feed the Green Loop.

@ Rebuild Bagby Street as a welcoming gateway to
Downtown from the west.
Redevelop Bayou Place in accordance with the 2016
Houston Theater District Master Plan to enliven the
Buffalo Bayou frontage and the reimagined Jones Plaza
and Bagby Street.

@ Realize infill opportunities and activate street frontage
within the office corridors from Smith to Travis Streets,
strengthening Downtown’'s commercial core through / 5
increased residential, civic, and retail development.
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