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PURPOSE

update industrial wastewater program to 
comply with State & Federal requirements 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1984
original program approval
1993
local limits introduced
2015 - 2020
TCEQ review & acceptance of new program
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INDUSTRIAL USERS
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REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

EPA

TCEQ

Houston Water

Industrial Users
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LOCAL LIMIT CHANGES

POLLUTANT EXISTING LIMIT
(mg / l)

PROPOSED LIMIT
(mg / l)

arsenic 2.0 1.5

cyanide 2.0 1.4

molybdenum - 3.7

selenium 3.0 -

zinc 3.0 3.3

oil & grease 400 400/300/200*
* 3-year phased-in reduction to 200

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pollutant
Existing Houston Water Limit (mg/l)
New Proposed Houston Water Limit (mg/l)
Reason for Change
Arsenic
2.0
1.5
Based on sludge limits
Cyanide 
2.0
1.4
Based on water quality
Molybdenum
--
3.7
Based on sludge limits
Selenium
3.0
--
The City is delisting its limit for Selenium
Zinc
3.0
3.3
TCEQ is agreeable to relaxing the Zinc limit, which remains protective of inhibition
Oil and Grease
400
300

Protection of the collection system
The City is proposing to adopt a more stringent set of some limits for users that discharge greater than 1 MGD. The City has only one customer in this category (i.e., Anheuser Busch), and the customer is agreeable to the proposed limits. The lower limits for this customer were necessary in order to allocate higher limits to the smaller customers, which are a source of these pollutants. 
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OIL & GREASE LIMITS

CITY LIMIT
(mg / l)

El Paso 100

Austin 200

Dallas 200

Houston 400/300/200*

San Antonio 200

Fort Worth 250
* 3-year phased-in reduction to 200

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Main points for new slide:
City is lowering oil and great limit from 400 to 200.
The presentation of this ordinance revision at TTI will kick off a 2-week public comment period.  Comments may be emailed to pretreatment@houstontx.gov 
The program includes a 2-year phase-in period for existing industrial wastewater permit holders.  The limit will go to 300 after the first year and 200 after the 2nd year.  For new industrial wastewater permit applicants, the 200 limit will apply immediately upon the effective date of the ordinance.
Our forthcoming consent decree requires us to address (among other things) SSOs, and Oil and grease is our #1 cause of SSOs in the public system.  
 
This table shows the oil and grease limit from other major metropolitan areas in Texas.  This change is bringing Houston in line with other Cities in our attempt to best manage our wastewater utility to protect the public and the environment.
 
City
Oil and Grease Limit
Dallas 
200 mg/L
Austin
200 mg/L
San Antonio
200 mg/L
El Paso
100 mg/L
Fort Worth
250 mg/L
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INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER
OIL & GREASE SAMPLES 2017-2020

153 Industrial Wastewater Permittees 

Year Oil & Grease
Enforcement Actions

2017 16
2018 30
2019 19
2020 24
Total 89

< 200 mg/L

200-399 mg/L

> 400 mg/L

10%

8%

82%



HHD FOG Program
Waste Generators – Waste Transporters– Processing Facilities

Reduce oil/grease discharge limits from 
400 mg/L to 200 mg/L (3 year Phase-In)

17,743 Interceptors 
12,490 Grease, Oil/Water Sep, Grit
849 – Lift stations 
4,403 – other (lint, septic, reclaim, etc)

3,705 Sewer Issue Complaints (FY20)

41,185 Inspections/Investigations (FY20) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HHD: Discuss that 77% of regulated facilities are already in compliance; other 23% are contributing to FOG-related SSOs and causing public health issues.
- Added “Lift Station” to be included in the permit and maintenance requirement. 
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BENEFITS

− compliance with state & federal regulations, including 
proposed Consent Decree

− enhance operations of wastewater treatment plants
− protect public health, wastewater infrastructure & 

environment
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PUBLIC COMMENT

proposed revisions to Ch. 47 Art. V & Art. XI & presentation
bit.ly/industrialwastewater

comment period
September 3 – October 5, 2020

email comments to
pretreatment@houstontx.gov

http://bit.ly/industrialwastewater
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NEXT STEPS

WHEN WHAT

Sept. 3 – Oct. 5, 
2020

Public Comment Period regarding Ch. 47 Art. V 
and Art. XI revisions/Industrial Wastewater 
Program Updates

Oct./Nov. 2020 Council Action on Ch. 47 Art. V and Art. XI revision

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Update the pretreatment program including ordinance, TBLLs, enforcement response plan, and SOPs according to regulatory changes promulgated since the program’s inception and current procedures. These regulatory changes include the Streamlining Rule, which provides greater regulatory flexibility, the Dental Amalgam Rule, and water quality standards and receiving water conditions. 




houstonpublicworks.org @houpublicworks

thank you!
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