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 Voluntary Resolution Agreement (VRA) with FHWA
 March 5, 2023

 Memorandum of Understanding with Harris County resolving NEPA lawsuit
 December 22, 2022
 Lawsuit was dismissed January 2023

 Memorandum of Understanding with the City of Houston
 December 19, 2022

 NHHIP remains funded in the 2023 UTP with $5 billion
 Including $490.7M as approved by the TPC

NHHIP – STATUS UPDATE



• The Voluntary Resolution Agreement (VRA) is an understanding by and 
between the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Texas 
Department of Transportation (TxDOT)

• Resolves the FHWA investigation of TxDOT regarding the North Houston 
Highway Improvement Project (Project) under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 (Title VI) by setting forth specific mitigation actions for the Project

• Lifts pause

• No Title VI violations identified in VRA

• TxDOT to resume all project development activities.

• Provides specific, enforceable timelines and monitoring by FHWA to ensure
TxDOT carries out the Project consistent with the requirements of Title VI

• FHWA has concluded review of TxDOT’s responsibilities under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) also with no findings
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WHAT IS THE VRA?
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Performed in addition to and/or in compliance with mitigation actions already 
committed to by TxDOT, as contained within the Record of Decision:

• Twice Annual Public Meetings through Design and Construction

• Mitigating Displacements, Relocations, Housing and other Community Impacts

• Drainage Improvements to Reduce Flooding

• Parks, Open Space, Trails, Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities

• Community Access During Construction

• Highway Footprint Reduction

• Structural Highway Caps

• Air Quality Mitigation

• Meaningful Access for Persons with Limited English Proficiency (LEP)

TXDOT ACTIONS COMMITTED TO IN VRA
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 I-45 was built more than 50 years ago, when the population
in greater Houston region* was under 2 million.

 Since 1970, this region's population has grown by more 
than 200% (current population nearly 7 million).

 By 2050, the current population of this region is expected to 
almost double to nearly 13 million.

*Includes Brazoria, Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris, Montgomery, and Waller counties.

CRITICAL NEED IN THE GREATER HOUSTON REGION



For every $1 spent on NHHIP construction, the region realizes 
a nearly $7 return on this vital infrastructure investment.

Return on investment determined by the Texas A&M Transportation Institute.

SIGNIFICANT RETURN ON INVESTMENT
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$1B
in additional local, state 
and federal revenues for 
further investment in 
community needs.

$3.3B
in environmental benefits 
with the NHHIP including 
improved air quality due to 
less idling.

$10B
in economic benefits 
with the project, including 
tens of thousands of 
new jobs.

$29B
in savings to the community 
due to better, safer, and 
more reliable travel times.

SIGNIFICANT ROI BENEFITS
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#ENDTHESTREAKTX
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UPCOMING VRA PUBLIC MEETINGS
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